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tuting that court, and the appointment of ing in the newpapers or otherwise of any
judges to that court, one would suppose, if bringing into, force of this statute, 1 hon-
there were necessity for prompt action, we estly thought that the opinion which I had
should have liad something done during previously in my own mind, whatever At
the summer months of 1908. We had noth- was worth, namely, that this statute would
ing donc, neyer be brought into effect, was the cor-

The hon. gentleman refers to un- rect one. I had the impression, which the
pleasant rumours on the subject at the pre- event has demonstrated was entirely erron-
sent time. I wonder if he heard any ru- eous, I admit, but I had the impression that
mours twelve months ago. I wonder if hie instead of going on and constituting a new
heard during the suinmer of 1908 and ru- and independent court of appeal calling
mours that these juidicial positions were for four additional judges, practically
being made pawns in the political game, doubling the numiber of their judges in the
that the government of British Columnbia province of British Columbia, a sul istitute
were waiting iii hope that the elections of arrangement increasing the number of the
October, 1908, might bring la 'change of gov- present judges of the existing court wouli
ernment at Ottawa. That delusion was be adopted, and that this statute would be
dispelled on the 26th of October last by either repealed or allowed to become a dea-i
the electors and yet the government of letter. I remained under that impression,
British Columîbia did nothing toward 'bring- no doubt I had no foundation for it, but At
ing this Act into force. Months passed, simply rested as a matter of my own in-
nothing was heard about the matter. The ference and deduction until I returned to
lion. gentleman says he is informed that this country some four weeks ago. I was
this government was informed as long ago told then, perhaps the first day I was back
as May last that this statute would be in the office, certainly within a day or
brought into effect on the lst of September two, that the British Columbia Statute c'mn-

then following. The information which the stituting the court of appeal for the prov-
hon. gentleman has, so far as I arn aware, inc had been proclaimcd, and had been
is slightly inaccurate. I do not know to brought into cffcct as from the lst uf Sep-
'what he alludes. So far as I am aware, tember.
there has been nothing in the way of an Then, my dclay at any rate in acting in
officiai letter, or a private letter, or of any- this matter counts from flint tirnie, sn i I
thing in writing, to any member of this must bear a-ny responsibility that may rest
governiment. I do niot know 'what ihnay upon me for the circumstancc that, since 1
have passed in the way of conversation reached Canada some four veec!r ago a-id
between any of my colîcagues and any gen- up to the present time, I have flot made
tleman fromn British Columbia. I know any recomimendatio)n ;for the appointment
only of what passed with regard to myseif, Of judges to thi-s court or any recommenda-
and that is simply this: That last spring, tion that our Dominion statute providing
I think in April, possibly in May, but for the salaries of the judges of this court
somewhcre about either the end of April or shoulýd be brought inbo effeet by procla-
the carly pait of May, the attorney general mation. Tihat, of course, is more or less
of British Columbia was in the city of Otta. a formnai step which can be taken at any
wa on his way to the old country. He cail- time and which, itscemed to me, there w-as
cd upon me, we discussed this subject; ha no necessity -shou1d be taken until 1 was
left me with the statement that this statute preplared to make my recommend-atiori of
would be proclaimed on the following day. the individuals who ishould constitute the
that hie had made ail arrangements for new cour't. Now, in that respect, I wish to
bringing it -into force before he left Vict- be entirely frank and open with this House
ria, and that hie was going straight to the as I have been in my communications with
telegrapli office to send' a telegram whiech the attorney general of British Columbia on
woulil lcad to the issue of the proclamation, the subjeet. 1 received a telegram from. him
and that I might look for the Act bcing some ten days or so after I had returned cali-
brought into force within the next few ing my attention to the tact that under the
hours. I thought that it would be 80, 1 British Columbia statute the first sitting of
expected it would be 80. I was here for the court of appeal would take place on the
somes few weeks aftcr*that date, quite cx- first Tuesday in the month of Novendier -

pecting 1 would hear any morning that the second day of November instant. 1
this statute had been brought into force. looked at the statute to venify my recollec-
Nothing was said to me about the lat of tion. I saw that the statement was entire-
September as a date when this Act would ly accurate. But aide by side with thut
be brought into force, 1 had no idea when provision of the statute, I noticed the pro-
it would be donc, but that it was goinx in vision wbich the hion. gentleman (Mr. 'f.
be donc, as I understood, forthwitb. And L. Borden) has refcrred to to-day, that the
when weeks passcd, and months passed, and court of appeal, when constituted, could
1 heard nothiniz, and when although not in hold a special sitting at any time it pleas-
this country during the eummer, 1 was in cd. The regular sittings are to be on the
reasonably close touch with the progress ot first Tuesday of the months as I recolct
Canadian aff airs and heard and saw rmoth- it-of January, May, September and


