Speech from

reception, and your attention will be specially
called to this subject.

¢ Every effort has been made to hasten the
construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway
from Lake Superiorto Red River,and no doubt is
entertained that the railway will be opened
for traffic between those important points
within the time specified in the contracts.
Under the authority given by Parliament last
Session, nearly one hundred miles, from Red
River to the western boundary of Manitoba
has been placed under contract, and tenders
are about being asked for, for the construction
of another hundred miles from the boundary
westward. The completion of these two sec-
tions will at an early day afford railway facili-
ties through 2)0 miles of the most fertile
Jand in the North-West. After au exploratory
survey of the line from Port Himpson to the
Pine River Pass and through the Peace River
country, it has been decided ta adopt the loca*
tion of the line to Burrard Inlet, and ocon
tracts have been awarded for one hundred and
twenty-seven miles of the railway between
Emory’s Bar,on the Fraser River, and Savona’s
Ferry. This work will be vigorously pro-
ceeded with so soon as the spring opens. It
construction will complete the most diffieult
portion of the Canadian Pacific Railway, and
secure the connection by steam of the fertile
district of Kamloops with the capital of
British Columbia.

¢ The adoption of a rigid system of economy
in the management of the Intercolonial Rail-
way has, without impairing the efficiency of
its working, effected such a diminution of ex-
pense as to warrant the belief that the coun-
try will in future be relieved from any con-
siderable burden in connection with ity opera-
tion.

¢“In conseguence of the entire failure of the’
asual food supply of the Indians in the North-
West, a large expenditure has been necessarily
incurred to save them from starvation. Itis
hoped that the efforts which are now being
made to settle the several bands on the re-
serves, and to induce them to betake
themselves to the cultivation of the soil may
prevent the necessity of similar calls for relief
in the future.

“‘ Gentlemen of the House of Commons :
‘‘The Estimates for the ensuing year will be
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laid before you. They have been prepared with
all due regard to economy.

‘‘ You will be pleased to learn that the effect
of the tariff of last Session in the development
of the varied industries of the country has on
the whole been very satisfactory. The expe-
rience acquired since it came into operation in
March last, has suggested the expediency of
some amendments, to which your attention
will be directed.

¢ Honourable Qentlemen of the Senate :
“¢ Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

““ Bills for the better organisation of the Civil
Service, for the consolidation of the Inland
Revenue laws, and for the amendment of the
Acts relating to the Dominion lands, to the
Public Works, to the Indians of the North-
West, and to the Mounted Police Force, will
be laid before you.

“The Acts incorporating the Banks of the
Dominion will expire next year, and the pre-
sent would seem a favourable time for a full
consideration of our banking system, and of the
subject of the currency as connected with that
system.

‘“The subject of the laws relating to insol-
vency will doubtless engage your attention.

“The increasing foreign trade of Canada and
the prospect that Her Majesty’s Government
will enter ere long into negotiations with foreign
nations on the subject of their trade and com-
mercial relations demand our closest attention
and watchfulness, while the rapid development
of the Dominion is continually giving rise to
impoertant matters requiring the support and
action of the Imperial Government. With the
concurrence of Her Majesty, I therefore re-
commend you to sanction the appointinent of a

{ permanent representative of Canada in London

%o guard her various interests,

‘¢ The subjects I have mentioned are of great
importance. I cemmend them with full con-
fidence in your wisdom and patriotism to your
best consideration.”

Ordered, That His Excellency’s Speach be
taken into consideration to-morrow.—(8ir John
4. Macdonald.,)

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

Resoloed, That Select Standing Committees
of this House for the present Session, be
appointed for the following purposes :—1. On
Privileges and Elections ; 2. On Expiring



