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Indonesia: "While noting that the State Party has taken measures to eliminate stereotypes, such as the 
periodical review of school curricula, the introduction of a gender perspective in education and religion and 
the conduct of public and media awareness campaigns, the Committee remains deeply concerned at the 
persistence of adverse cultural norms, practices, traditions, patriarchal attitudes and deep-rooted stereotypes 
regarding the roles, responsibilities and identities of women and men in the family and in society. It notes that 
stereotypes contribute to the persistence of violence against women and practices harmful to women and 
girls, such as female circumcision, early marriage, arranged marriage and polygamy. The Committee expresses 
its deep concern that the State party has not taken sufficient sustained and systematic action to modify or 
eliminate stereotypes and harmful practices."’16

Lao PDR: "While noting that the Ministry of Education is developing an educational curriculum that 
incorporates the teaching of gender roles and gender equality, the Committee is concerned at the persistence of 
adverse norms, practices and traditions as well as patriarchal attitudes and deep-rooted stereotypes regarding 
the roles, responsibilities and identities of women and men in all spheres of life, especially within some ethnic 
groups. The Committee is also concerned that such customs and practices perpetuate discrimination against 
women and girls, and that they are reflected in the disadvantageous and unequal status in many areas, 
including in education, public life, decision-making and the persistence of violence against women and that, 
thus far, the State party has not taken sustained and systematic action to modify or eliminate stereotypes 
and negative traditional values and practices. The Committee is further concerned at the reported practice of 
raping girls before puberty in certain ethnic groups."117

Malaysia: "While noting the work of the Ministry of Education in providing guidelines to writers and publishers 
of school textbooks to eliminate gender stereotypes from school books, the Committee is concerned about 
the persistence of patriarchal attitudes and deep-rooted stereotypes regarding the roles and responsibilities 
of women and men in the family and society. These stereotypes present a significant impediment to the 
implementation of the Convention and are a root cause of the disadvantaged position of women in a number 
of areas, including in the labour market and in political and public life."118

Myanmar: "While recognizing the importance of the activities of MWAF related to the appreciation of cultural 
diversity and cultural solidarity, the Committee is concerned about the persistence of adverse cultural norms, 
practices and traditions as well as patriarchal attitudes and deep-rooted stereotypes regarding the roles, 
responsibilities and identities of women and men in all spheres of life, especially within some ethnic groups. 
The Committee is concerned that such customs and practices perpetuate discrimination against women and 
girls, as reflected in their disadvantageous and unequal status in many areas, including in public life and 
decision-making and in marriage and family relations, and the persistence of violence against women and 
that, thus far, the State party has not taken sustained and systematic action to modify or eliminate stereotypes 
and negative cultural values and practices."119

Thailand: "The Committee expresses concern at the persistence of strong stereotypical attitudes about the 
roles and responsibilities of women and men in the family and in society. Such stereotypes undermine women's 
social status, present a significant impediment to the implementation of the Convention and are a root cause 
of the disadvantaged position of women in a number of areas, including in the labour market and in political 
and public life."120
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