
CHAPTER 3 I Canada's Economic Performance

FIGURE 3-4
Real GDP Growth by Province, 2011

overall services output increased 1.2 percent. 
This increase was led by finance, insurance 
and real estate services.

In Quebec, real GDP expanded 1.7 per­
cent in 2011, decelerating from a 2.5-percent 
increase in 2010. Growth was mostly due 
to the output of services increasing 1.7 per­
cent, led by wholesale trade; transportation 
and warehousing; finance, insurance and 
real estate; and architectural, engineering 
and related services. Manufacturing output 
increased slightly, with growth in output of 
transportation equipment and machinery off­
set by lower output of chemicals (including 
pharmaceuticals) and wood and paper prod­
ucts. Higher levels of mine engineering work 
and residential construction led the increases 
in construction activity, which grew 4.1 per­
cent. Other goods sectors contributing to 
the growth were utilities and forestry 
and logging.

In Ontario, real output rose 2.0 percent 
in 2011, slowing down from 3.2 percent 
in 2010. Manufacturing output increased 2.4 
percent in 2011, the second consecutive year 
of growth following four years of declines. 
Many heavy manufacturing industries grew, 
including machinery, primary and fabricated 
metal products, plastic products and other 
transportation equipment. Production of 
motor vehicles and parts fell, largely as a 
result of supply chain disruptions caused by 
the disasters in Japan. In addition to the higher 
manufacturing output, increases in metal ore 
mining and exploration activity also fuelled 
growth. Construction output increased 0.9 
percent as increases in residential and non- 
residential building offset a decline in electric 
power engineering construction. Growth in 
the services sectors was 1.9 percent. Increases 
took place in finance, insurance and real 
estate services; professional, scientific and
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equipment manufacturing and miscellaneous 
manufactured products also contributed to 
this decline.

In Nova Scotia, real GDP increased 0.3 
percent in 2011 after growing 1.6 percent 
in 2010. As in Prince Edward Island, there 
was a decrease in real output in goods-pro- 
ducing industries (down 4.0 percent). Gains 
in fishing, food manufacturing and manufac­
turing of rubber and plastic products were 
offset by declines in output in oil and gas 
extraction, construction and transportation 
equipment. Services output advanced 1.4 
percent, however, as output rose in finance, 
insurance and real estate and in health care 
and social services.

New Brunswick posted the small­
est real GDP growth among the provinces, 
at 0.1 percent in 2011, after a 3.0-percent 
increase in 2010. Output fell in most goods 
sectors: construction, manufacturing, for­
estry and logging, and utilities. Crop pro­
duction fell 16.0 percent, driven by a smaller 
potato harvest due to inclement weather 
conditions. In services, output in wholesale 
trade and transportation services declined 
along with the declines in goods output, but
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