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Iwould llke to thank the Canadian Friends of Burmafor invltlng me to speak on behaif of the Burmese
Women's Union. 1 am very happy to attend this con-

ference because I amn meeting people from different
parts of Burina. 1 amn also very happy at this moment
because Prime Minister Sein Win for the first time
rnentioned women's issue as belng a crucial matter.
Thank you very much, Prime Minister.

Despite popular belief, we have had a very strong
traditional role of women's involvement in politics
such as i the independence and post-lndependence
movenients. There was even a woman cabinet minis-
ter in U Nu's governinent. Now, the role of women
has been suppressed by the milltary regime. But even
within our democracy movement, women's issues are
flot often dlscussed or adequately addressed.
Women's issues are generaily flot considered a priori-
ty issue. Some suggest that we have to watt for
democracy before women's issues can be addressed.

I fact, SLORC, or the so-called SPDC, is glving
some attention to the issue of women but we know it
is only superficial. They are uslng women's issues as
a propaganda tool to undermine the opposition.
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this propaganda is trying to underestimate the role
of our leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

Despite this propaganda, the real status of
women in Burina is exactly the opposite. As many of
you know, women politicians and activists have been
arrested and given very harsh punishmnents. We have
received the news about the imprisoninent of Daw
San Sani only a few days ago, and in fact, there are
about a hundred female political prisoners currently
in jail. Women in rural areas have to deal with forced
relocations and forced labour on a daily basis. It is
only in the area of human rlghts abuses where
women are being treated equally as they are suifer-
ing just as much as the men, if flot more. Since the
economy is also bad, there has been a steady rise in
the number of women engaglng in prostitution. Many
women have crossed the border to work in terrible
conditions in Thailand. Inside Burina, forelgn lnvest-
ment and 'Vlslt Myanmar Year' have also led to the
increase in prostitution.

To date, we have been effective in highlighting
the issue of trafficklng of women and the lives of
feniale sex workers in Thailand. The US Congress
introduced the bill that wil1 pressure the Thai gov-
ernment to take action against the trafflcklng of
Burmese women. But in our opinion, we stili need to
do more to counter the propaganda of the Burmese
military regime. We aise belleve that the process of
education and empowerment is needed to promote

wn ways.


