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SYMPHONIC MIISICIANS IN

The following remarks were made recently by Ir
André Fortier, director of the Canada Council, to the $4 mi
International Conference of Symphony and Opera Mu- compa
sicians meeting in Montreal: can si

.I am here in my capacity as director of the consit
Canada Council. For those of you who don't know
about the Council, it was established in 1957 by an CANA
Act of the Canadian Parliament. It is an independent You n
body responsible for promoting the arts, humanities Ameriq
and social sciences in this country, and has a some- is sp
what similar role to that of the National Endowment States
for the Arts in- the United States, with which many of the fil
9ou are probably more familiar. scepti

The Council carries out its role and obligations the Ni
mainly through a broad-based program of fellowships 205 m
and grants. We receive an annual appropriation frona while
the Canadian Parliament, income on the Council's bursee
original $50-million endowment fund, and substantial S
equests and donations from individuals and corpor- I

Rte citizens of Canada. At present, our total annual views
expenditure is $39 million (Canadian), of which Perha

15 million is devoted to aid and support the arts. sittini
And this is something in which you have more tha1 we've
Passing interest. sessir
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