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SALUTE TO VARLEY

The National Gallery of Canada is salutisg the
late Frederick Harsman Varley, considered by many

critics as the most versatile member of the Group of
Seven, with a small retrospective exhibition selected
fratu its permanent collections of ails, watercolors
and sketches. Though h. was competent at land-
scapes, Varley preferred doing portraits. Neyer-
theless, Varley's most famous, painting is the land-
scape "Stormy Weather, Georgian Bay", with its lone

pine clinging ta the rocks against the wind.

Se If-p ortra it

Frederick Varley (1881-1969) was already a
legendary figure when he died early last September at
the age of 88. Bors in Yorkshire, England, be re-

mained a Yarkshireman in spirit aIl his life, in-

dependent and single-mirided. Mis vitality even ini

bis eigbties led bis physician to reinark tint "na
other mas of his age could live sa bard and get away
with it".

Tii. Toronto photographer Peter Varley, son of

the artist, estimates that his fatber painted or

sketched about 5,000 works. Peter is at pre sent

making an lnventary of bis fatber's works wlhh tbe

help of a Canada Council grant. He does nat expect

to find more than a fraction of these 'works; for ane

tbis g, sketches are so often unslgned that many

owners remain usaware of the. artist*s identity. AI-

though Varley was convinced that bis work woiild

some day b. valuable, he dîd sot hesitate to pay bis

rest or buy a meal with a drawing, or ta leave

paintings bebind when b. moved. When he signed a

work, it was sometimes with a thumiptint.

"He was rich only in bis art," observed Arthur
Lismer, a co-founder of the Group of Seven, cosi-
menting on Varley's financial statua. Lismer died
last Marcb (see Canadian Weekly Bulletin, Vol. 24,
No. 18, April 30, 1969, P. 5). The two surviving
foundixig members of the Group are Lawren Harris,
84, of Vancouver, and A.Y. Jackson, 87, of Kleinburg,
Ontario.

EPIC ARCTIC VOYAGE ENDS

Transport Misister Don Jamieson flew ta Halifax
recently to congratulate the crew of the icebreacer
CCGS John A. Macdonald on their return fram a

historic two-inonth voyage through the Northwest
Passage to the Alaskan oil-flelds and back with the.

giant United States tanker Manhattan, which had been

conducting tests to determine the size and power of

ships required ta make regular voyages through the
difficuit and dangerous Arctîc waters.

The Manhattan visited Halifax witb the John A.
Macdonald as a gesture of gratitude for the as-

sistance given by the icebreaker and other services
rendered by the federal Depsrtment of Transport.

According ta Stanley B. Haas, head of Humble 011

Company's Manhattan tests prograsi, satisfactory
completion of the projeet would sot have been pos-
sible without the. aid of the. Canadian ahip and the
icebrealdng experience of her master, Captais Paul
Fournier.

Help was also provlded by the departmest's
Meteorological Branch, wblch provlded continuous
reconnaissance f rom alrcraft that kept the. cc>nvoy in-
formed of the. ice conditions that lay ahead.

The United States Coast Guard also provlded
icebreaker support, but uis g the. outward portion of
the, round trip of sosie 8,000 muiles engine defects
forced the American icebreaker Northwind ta leave the.
convoy. The. Man~hattan and the Macdonald completed
the crucial part of the western transit alose. Tiie
Northwind later was replaced by the. U.S. Coast
Guard icebreaker Staten Island.


