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SAFE AND EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT 
OF WEAPONS FISSILE MATERIAL DESIGNATED AS NO LONGER REQUIRED 

FOR DEFENCE PURPOSES 

As a result of disarmament measures, there are growing stocks of weapons fissile 
material, separated plutonium and highly enriched uranium (HEU), designated as no longer 
required for defence purposes. h is the national responslility of each state possessing such 
material to ensure that it is kept safely guarded so that it may  flot  become the object of 
criminal diversion which would be a serious threat to the international non-proliferation 
regime. 

This fissile material should be safely, affordably, and effectively stored and handled 
under physical protection, accounting and control measures that meet the hig,hest 
international standards and that  we  effective non-proliferation controls, untà à can be 
transformed into spent fuel or other forms equally unusable for nuclear weapons or other 
nuclear explosive devices and safely and permanently disposed of 

Significant effort  will be required for the storage, handling, and eventual disposal 
of this fissile material, and each state possessing fissile material designated as no longer 
required for defence purposes is responsible for its management, taking into account the 
need to avoid contributing to the risks of nuclear proliferation ; the need to protect the 
environment, workers and the public ; the resource value of the material ; and the costs and 

benefrts involved. 

In the context of the Moscow Summit on Nuclear Safety and Security, Participants 
wished to comment upon the importance of this issue and to address the risks associated 
with  these growing stocks of excess weapons fissile materiaL At the same time, they 
identified possible strategies for the safe and effective management of fissile material 
designated as no longer required for defence purposes. They reached a common 
understanding on the following: 

- reaf5rmation of their commitment to the Nuclear Non -Proliferation Treaty .  

(NPT), to the Decision on Principles and Objectives for Nuclear Non- • 


