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offered Prospects for real progress.
More recently, the focus of attention
here on nuclear weapons has often been
at the expense of interest in other prob-
lems of arms control - problems that
might be easier to solve. Nuclear
weapons issues dominate the resolutions
of the First Committee, yet global levels
of conventional arms are high and risîng,
and that is a problemn which many
member states could help resolve by
their own action.

As a first step now, we should attach
higher priority to the development of
confidence-building measures, which are
a prerequisite to any major arms limita-
tion agreement. In Europe, where the
confrontation between East and West is
Most direct, the Stockholm Conference
has made a valuable contribution ta
increased security. ln Central America,
there appears to be a prospect of agree-
ment because the countries involved
have worked together in a spirit of co-
operation and taken actions which con-
tribute ta, mutual confidence. These
examples differ in form, but demonstrate
that small, steady, practical steps can
create the confidence that leads ta, prog-
ress. We should increase our efforts to
Promote such cooperation at the
regional level.

Canada is strongly committed to, both
developmnent and disarmament as fun-
dimentai palicy objectives. In allacating
resaurces at home, the Canadian
Government seeks to achieve an
equitable balance between a healthy
economy driven by a vigorous private
sector, and the fulfilment of basic human
needs for ail. Programmes such as
universal subsidized medical care, child
support and unemployment insurance
are examples of salidly establlshed
Canadian benefits.

Canadians have, by tradition, a strong
sense of obligation ta help improve
economlc and social conditions in less
fortunate parts of the world. From a
modest contribution to the United
Nations Technlcal Assistance Pro-
gramme in 1949, Canada's development
assistance programmes have expanded
tO Caver ail continents and a broad
range of international institutions. Ta
date, Canada has provlded a total of

$24 billion in officiai development
assistance. The major portion of that has
been directed at the poorest countries
and people.

The Canadian develapment assistance
effort extends well beyand the provision
of grants. Efforts ta seek a more open
trading enviranment and acceptable
arrangements on international debt con-
stitute an integral element of Canada's
relations with the developing warld.
Finally, Canadians in the private sectoir,
from individuals and non-profit organiza-
tions ta businesses, ail cantribute in
various ways ta development in the
Third World. Since 1980, Canada has
disbursed more than $100 million under
its industrial cooperatian programme
which focuses on joint ventures in,' and
the transfer of technalogy ta, the Third
World, particularly lits private sector.

The contraI and reduction of
armamnents - bath canventional and
nuclear weapons - constitute a major
Canadian forelgn policy objective. We
participate in aIl multilateral forums
where arms contrai Issues are consid-
ered and engage in a wide range of
bilateral consultations and discussions.
We have established specific priarities in
the pursuit af this important goal. A
major priority is the development of
confidence-building measures such as
the Improvement of the technology and
methadalogy of verification of arms
limitations or reductions.

Mr. President, i strongly urge my fellow
delegations at thîs conference ta work
towards the adoption of a consensus
document. We agree on the goals,
thaugh nat yet on thie means. To dwell
on aur differences is ta doom this con-
ference. The four preparatary meetings
- particularly the 19 elements and
10-point action programme agreed ta at
the third preparatory meeting - show
that a fair and reasonable balance of
vlews can be reached. To compromise
on details is ta protect the principle that
mare maney must be spent on develop-
ment, less on arms,

We need the commitment of ait states
if we are ta rneke progress. We should
examine the potentiai developmertal
benefits of disarmament measures.

These can include redîrecting spending
ta, social purposes; reducing public
debts; stimulating economnic growth,
trade and private investment; and
increasing officiai development
assistance.

We should emphasize the Importance
of cooperation at the regional level, and
the necessity of supporting exîsting
global and regianal institutions which
promaote cooperation. The conference
document shauld support current arms
contrai and disarmament negatiations,
and acknowledge the necessity of
confidence-building measures in that
context.

Finally, the protection of individual
rîghts and freedoms Is s0 basic ta, bath
disarmament and develapment that it lis
often averlaaked. The individual has a
key raie ta play in these processes, but
must be pravided freedomn and appor-
tunity ta become involved. In this con-
text, i welcome the attendance of s0
many non-gavernmental observers here.
My delegation will follow clasely their
contributions ta the conference.

-If we are ta, succeed, the UJnited
Nations must deal effectlvely wlth the
distartions that scar human life on this
planet, dîstortions that mean that one
persan in six lives in abject poverty,
while arms expenditures rise.

This cantrast is hlghlighted frequently
by respected studies such as those on
warld military and social expenditures
praduced by Ruth Leger Sîvard and the
Stockholm International Peace Research
Institute, among others. It is highllghted
even more starkly by the paverty and
suffering I have encountered during
visits ta development projects in Asia,
Africa, the Middle East and Latin
Arnerica.

One useful purpose of this conference
coulci be ta retumn the global spotllght to
the costs of the cantlnulng arms race.
But spotlights aren't enough. We need
practical solutions ta enable us to
devote fewer resources ta weapons and
more ta development. Security in the
interdependent world of today demands
both disarmament and development."

9


