
TRIE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW.

THE FLAG 0F THE EIPIRE.

[In this lesson the Union Jack, or iCanradian Ensign
(which is the British red or blue ensign w ith the Canadian
coat-of-arma in the field) should be spread dut before the
clas. If the school does flot possess ai flag, small ones
Pmay be obtained at a trifling cost, and one, nmade with col-
ored chalks, may be placed on the blacichoard. The prints
ai fiags which are appended, though flot icolored, may hclp
t4o teach the lesson.]

Every boy and girl in the land: muàt be quit.e
iamiliar with the Union Jack, the rs'ational flag and
the synibol of Britain's might and majesty anIong
the nations. What astrange name: for a fiaè?you
will say. So it is ; but it is a name! with a remnark-
able history and meaning.

In the firat place notice its curious pattern. It
is made up of crosses, some red and some white.
Let us examine these one by one. The red cross
in the middle with an u-pright and horizontal bar
la tIe: cross of St. George. Once ýupon a time, s0
the. story goes, there lived a brave,: fearless soldiei,
wbo saved bis country.f romn destruction by slaying
with bis own hand a terrible dragon which was
thesi ravaging it. This brave maip was honoured
during his- lifetime for bis deed. andi after bis death
hie was regarded as a saint who wbuld continue to
watch over the welfare of the ýeople. In this way
St. George bas been regarded as the patron saint
of England. His flag, a red cross on a wbite

ground was always carried in fropit of tbe army,

and the battle-cry, " St. George -for Merrie .Eng-
land," was often heard in the thick of the fight..

Looking at the Union Jack aguin another crOS
will be seen, a white one stretching from corner o
corner on a blue background. Thiis is the. crost )f
St. Andrew, one of the twelve aposties, the. pâtron
saint of. Scotlanid. Then inside this one is another,
the sanie shape, but red on a- white background.
This is the cross of St. Patrick, a Christian apoette,
the patron saint of Ireland. -The union of tbhee
tbree crosses represents -the union of Englsud,
Scotland and Ireland. Curiously enough in the.tirne
of the Crusades, the flag of St. George was familktr-,
lv known as the- " Jack." Henoe tÉi naine "UÙnitsn
Jack " means "«union with the Jack," becatise lu
it the two other crosses are united wlth tii ote.

You will read in your hiutory that thougb Ireland
becanie part of the British don4nions -as egrlv ais
the year 1172, and Scotland in îl53, there wam no
complet. union. until the parliamnts of thegi tbte
countriei were joined f nto one, whicI for S1btland
and England wau in 17o7, and for, Great -britaln
and Ireland in i8oi. Since thep. the Union'Jack
bas floated, as the national flag, pver, ail foo'rcsses
and on all British shipe of war. t aS en arrwe
into battie-by the soldiers and sauf eof the13nipire,
who are so jealous of its honoue that they woutd,
one and aIl, die at their p>oste ra"her than 41sgra*~
it by cowardice. It ia also caffied by m.rchut
vessels ta show they, are Briti4 shipe, and thu
Britain is ready ta prot.ct their 4trssI vr
parti of the world.- Ada>ted frojM MOCUPU.S's
G-lobe Geogra>hical Reodr.

Tza Uumni Jàcx.
ITes otly a small bit oi buntWni
* It's only an old colourad rag,

-Yet thoumands have dlad for its bonour
And shed their best blood for tms Éig.

It's charged with the Cross .of St Andrew,
Which, of old, Scotland's heroes has led;

Tt carnies the Cross of St. Patrick,
For which Irelsnd's bravest have bled..

Joined- with these in our ôId Engllsh ensigo,
St. -Georgde ftd cross-on white field,

Round wbieh, from King Richard to Wolseley,
Britons conquer or die, but ne'er yield.

it flotter& triumpbant o'er oceam,
As frea as the winds and the wayea;

And bondernen from shaddles unloo,.ned
'Neatb its shadows no lonçer are slaves,


