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other words, speed and legibility are
not of the saine. imptrtance with al
children. The standardization of marks

i an excellent thing, provided stand-
ards do flot become too fixed.

The Journal would be very pleased
to have this problem discussed by its
readers.

Expert Direction

In American and Canadian cities
there is a growing feeling that the or-
dinary forîi of government is far froni
satisfactory. It is held that men who
have not beeîî trained for civie admin-
istration must of inecessity inake blun-
(lers. The cry is for government by
exp)erts.

In provincial and federal affairs the
saine dernand is being made. Under
our systein of representative goverfi-
ment, flic head of a departînent need
know practically nothing about the
work for wvhich lie is responsible. A
minister of mining may not know cop-
per from brass, a ininister of agriculture
inay not have so îauch as raised cab-
bages iii his back yard. This woul.d not
be so bad if it were not so common for
occupants of office to have assurance
in inverse ratio to theï r knowledge.
Zjeal without knowledge leads to errors
of ail kinds. Safety lies in expert di-
rection. This is as true of goverument
of cities and countries as it is of the
management of factories and trading
corporations.

This was the argument of a teacher
who took the ground that in matters
of education only meinbers of the pro-
fession have a right to express an opin-
ion. ''Why,'' he said, "in business in
medicine, in law, no one 's opinion is
accepteil for anything unless lie can
present his papers of qualification, but
every jackass thinks lie is an autliority
on education. "

Our teacher was not quite sound in
his argument. Everybody does know
something about education, for evcry-
one lias been e(lucated for better or
worse, and everyone lias iii lus own way

played the part of educator. More-
over, everyone lias met with educated
and unedueated men and lias made comn-
p arisons that have more or less value.
Jndeed, the teacher as an educator in
one special field may have faiied to
judge of education in tlie large. Teach-
crs, indeed, sometimes have very nar-
row vision and very limited sympathies.
They are experts if you like in hand-
ling classes and in methods of teaching,
but tliey inay know littie of lif e and its
values, and therefore may be ampything
but educators. To be an expert in
education one inust be broad enougli to
comprehend great issues, lie must know'
society and its needs, and in a generai
wvay mnust know how these needs, are to'
be supplied. Wlicther he is a good or
poor "metliodist" is of comparatively
littie importance.

The people wliose opinion iii educa-
tion is worth something are the men
and women wlio have had life experi-
ence-mothers who have had trouble-
soîne boys, fathers who have had useless
boys, mothers and fathers wlio have
known the joys and sôrrows of parent-
hood, business meii and professional
men who have met ail classes and con-
ditions of people, social workers wlio
have attempted to salve ail manner
of problems, and above ail those who
have mingled with littie children and
know tim from the heart outward.

The men who can neyer be reliable
experts In education are the mere
theorist, the statistician, the man with
only local knowledge and the man witli
narrow sympathies. Most unreliable of
ail is the man whb "used to teacli
sehool, " but who is now in one of the
professions or powerful because of lis
wealth or position. A gentleman last
week said this: " For twenty years 1
tanglit sehool, and my opinion on edu-
cational. inatters was neyer regarded
seriously; but the minute I left teadhilg
and took to store-keeping 1 was looked
uponi as an aiithority in ail sehool mat-
ters."

Yet it is clear that education, as well
as business of ail kinds, to be success5


