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Schoolmasters hesitate to exercise the authority necessary for their office
knowing the weakness of parents, and stand helpless in the presence of o
spirit of disorder and violence. Thus boys are brougbt up with a disregard
for ail those social conv'enances which are so important a factor in civiliza
tien, and indulge in horseplay, or worse, which makes them generally
execrated-and especially by those who are accustomed to the better regu.
lated customs of the Old Country. Depredations are nightly committed ini
suburban gardens by youths who confound wanton destruction with f un.
If parents did their whole duty and the police were more vigilant this
kind of amusement would soon be suppressed. Failing this, suffering
citizens wiil be apt to resort to some such punishment as was found sc
effectuai in suppressing garotting in England.

IlWay should we drown? " is a pertinent, and timely question addressed
to the public by the honorary secretary of the Ltîdon (England) Swimming
Club. IlWhy shouid we drown ?" miglit with equal propriety be asked of
our public, and particularly that portion of it whicli lives upon or visits
the various lakes. With the beginning of hot weather the thoughts of
thousands of young folk wiil turn townrds bathing, and many city families
will begin to lay plans for spending n vacation out of town. Most of
the latter hoiiday-inakers will Igo to morne water-side resort. If they
would only think about it they would see that more important than
a new boating suit or any other iuxury they can take with themn is a
knowiedge of how to swim. By help of such knowledge they can get much
more pleasure out of their boating or bathing, mince a greater sense of
security from drowning will remove the arrière pensée experienced byînost landsînien when on the water. llappily the number of yotng people
who know hiow to swim is increasîîîg every year: but it ouglit to increase
faster titan it does. Public swimming bath s ought to be established in
every town, and should be l'un by the municipalities, so that the charge
for admission might be kept at the lowest possible point. This plan is
generally adopted in England with most satisfactory resuits. A few of
the good people who are anxious to spend money in benevolence would
find it a very cheap outlay to establish a fund for prizes that would tempt
competitors and sweii the number of swimimers. Charity begins at home,
and this would be even a better outlay than subscrîbing to missionary
societies.

DuRitNG the present insanitnry state of Toronto Bay bathing, of course,
will not be indulged in by those who are con versant with the facts; but
something ought to be done to warn visitors. Indeed, it is a moot point
whether that water stretch ought to be used at ail, either for sailing or
rowing. The wharves on the city side are rarely free from unpleasant
smells, antd on occasions these gases can be distinctly detected aIl over theBay. Lt is to be hoped that the mistaken policy which led the mnunici-
pality to prefer building ornamnental public offices rather than reformn the
sanitary systemn may not result iii an epidemnic of chioiera.

ATTENTION is called to the letters on Prohibition and the Scott Act
whié,h appear in our corresponidence colurnn. They are a valuable contri-
bution to the discussion, Chat of Judge Elliot being a specially able and
exhaustive reply to the arguments advanceci by Mr. Wells and other
responsibie advocates of forced abstinence.

SEVEItAL weeks ago reference was made in these columns tt> the fact
that (Nýonel Fred Burnaby had left tire manusctipt of a political novel
which mighit be given to the world at ain early date, and Chat the work in
question contained a scathing denuinciation of the late Englishi (overn-.
ment's foreiga policy. That annouincement went the rounds of the Br'itish
and Americani press. On Satîrrday it appeared in the columuns of a Toronto
daily as "lspecial " news!

FOwR WOR1TH,1 TcxAm, .Jinne 20.-A fight occurred iii tire district court-rooiit las>t niglitwhiclt camle near res ulti ng fatal !y. The trial ofyugSehncharged with the inurderof Dr. Wallace at Mansfield, titis couinty, had just opened, the entire day liaving beensPent in emrpinelling a jury. The atttorieyi were tired antd petillaîtt. leîry Forietan, theleading cotinsel for tire (lefence. becaîîte errul)roilel in a cofltroversy with (XiltntY AttorneyBowlin, and they fiîially camne to Idoi)ws. Every one exifrcte(l to see a doub)le tragedly. Thecouirt-ro,,r was <iuickiy erip~tied. Both inen were untdotnbteily armnei, and aî nl ating for the other to (1raw. In the iidst of this confasion,.Jilge Beekîrnan leap)ed ()frîjYIIWi tth.nch into the arena. As lie did m, [Lawyer Wetre, who is as4sociatect with Iiovlii, inthe prosecution, excitedly strîick the 'judge'a very severe bmow lirider tire car. T[le courtwas dazed for an instant, b)ut heing a powerful nial ins-talntly recovered lis hlaînce and letfall a sledge- hall, trer hlow tîjat prostratecl Lawyer \Voare. Tîtrning lîis attention to theprincipal coinbataît s,' who by this Minue hadl elinlcltel and were coiniînittiîîg inayhein uponeachi other's ears and cheeks, tire jundge collnntantlelj the inry to arise andl pui the riot.At t'te saine tilne the couirt seized one of the coinlataute anti two jurytin, aitotiie, thtusmeparating thern. Furmian anti Bowlin were funed -$1~0 each for couteipt, after wiclî tuecourt ininuediately adjourued, as ail the combatants were hleeding lr<fuesely. Tîte courtdid flot fine Lawyer Weare. It is feared the feeling engendered wilI yet resoît in a tragedy.
Tis sober-suited press despatch is too good a text to be passed over bythe philosophic historian. Apart front the broad picture it presenits ofpreseîtt life in Texas (a coinfnunity with an undertiably great future)ara number of interesting details :-1. The ahinost unconscious subjection ofthe Anglo-Saxon mind to legal formalismi ainid the practical reign of pri-vate violence; i.e., an alleged mnurderer is spared for public trial, and thelegai safeguards of innocence are s0 Strictly followed Chat an entire day andthe tempers of the chief participants are spenit in the work of empanelina jury. 2. The public expectation that hot words among Englisît speakingpeople inevitably lead to biows (the contrary being the ruile among th,Latin races). 3. Allowing for local variation, blowsl in Texas are the fore-runners of pistol shots (tire direcct successors of the Il'pinking " with swordsprevalent amon~g Englishmten of fashion a century or more ago). 4. Again,the innate respect for iaw whjcit induced each Fistianus to await transgres-
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sion by the other even at the risk of losing his life through his adversary's
getting the first "drop." 5. The Southcrn peculiarity of a great number
of bystanders (doubtless ail armied) taking flight rather than interfere with
two gentlemen between wlt a Ildifficulty' is in progrese. Everywhere

rsouth of the Potomac such an interference, in the interest of peace and
humanity, is a serious breach of propriety so long as the shooting or knifing
is fairly conducted by the two principals. 6. The daizing of "lthe court,"

*who or which was "la powerfu. mnan." 7. The funictions of a posse cornE-
tatas which appertain to a Texan jury. 8. The final triumtph of law in
the adjudication'of contempt of court and a fine.

THE flouse of Commons hias determined to pass a bill for authorizing
the construction of a bridge over the Thames at the Tower. The centre

*arch of the bridge is to be capable of opening, so as to admit of the passage
of vessels, and during the opening pedestrian traffic will be carried over a
high level arch. The tinte occupîed by the opening of the bridge, the
passage of the vessel, and the closing is estimated at iess than five minutes.
The expenditure conternplated oni the work is £750,000. The bill is passed
sub ,jcct to the conditionrs that there shaîl be a regulation that the opening
of the bridge shail be continnaous at about high water, whether vesseis are
passing or niot, the tinie to be specified by the ihames Conservators; that
the land traffic shahl yieid to, the water traffic ; and that there shall be'
maintained, even during construction, a fairway of not less than 160 feet

SoME further details relating to Mr. Sala's visit to Australia have
appeared in the London press. lit a late number of THE WEEIç reference
was muade to the want of appreciation shown by the colonists for the Z'eld-
graphi correspondent. It would now seom tChat itis visit to Melbourne Wag
a decided failure. [lis openiiïg nighlt drew a very large crowd, and the
finanicial result was 91,400, but on the meu-otd night only $400 wvas takell,
towards thte close of the seasoît lie lectnîed to alinost empty benches. le
is understood Chat Lire fact of iris reinaining away frot a club dinne'
which hie hail proiniseti to attend iuay lie attributed to itis wounded feeh'
ings at this want of public appreciation. The whole affair occasioned a
great deal of talk iii Melbourne, and no doubt this unforturiate fiasco
accounts for the non-appearance of tIhe promised letters about the colonlieS
to the Daily Teleqrapli, which have beeit looked forwvard tO in England'
with so much interest. Probably, if lie does write, Australia-or à,"-
boumne at least-will not find iteif flattered.

IN one sense Mr. Sala's failure is not surprisirng. Everyone who knOWS
anything of the colonies aîtd coionists i.s well aware that Melbournians are
somewhat Il uppish. " Tîteir great characteristic is ant iiiteiisc patriotisfl 01
the most egotistical description, wlîich generally takes the formi of Vase
Ilblowin,-" about their gu-cat city and great country, and the despisal Of
any other great city or country. There is no city in the worid to comlpare
with -Melbourne, 11o street like Collins Street, no public buildinos like the
Melbourne Post-office, flouses of Parlianient, and (iovertiment fijouse (the
inost unsiglitly building in Australia !), and no people like the Victoriens.
And so iMelbourne lias coin(, to the conclusion that G.A.S. is but a en'
a-liner comipared with soute of its own pressmen. Nothitîg, could be. [Oregratifying, however, titan tîte great journaiist's reception by Autails
culture and position ; and, putting the pocket out of the question, Mr. Sala%
can under the circuutîstances well afford to dispense with the ap.cCiatlofl
of the Antipodean rnob. The brilliant paîtegyrie accorded to hini by the
flon. W. B. Dalley at a dinîtier upon his arrivai in Sydney will not SO00
be forgotteir, particularly as the paniegyrist is known and acnwlde t0
lie the most cultured mani in Australia.

Our London contemporary, Co~eq hus refers to the attemiPt to Pro
htilit Suriday drinkiîtg in tihe Prinicipality of WVales :-"l We have r
quently had occasion to draw attention to the edifyinIg condition Of y5ort
Waies in respect to su called illicit drinking on tîte Sabbath. The peeplan in practice aniong the simiple-ininded Welsh peasantry is to '0 eY
large quantities of bee,ýr iîtto privati, bouses, there to bo rctailed for CoW~
surtption on Sunday. A raid reeitly miade oni the house-s of a witlOW and a,
labourer, rc,.,ulted in tii dliscovf-iy at the tîvo places ot nearly thirty Pillons
of beet., iii whiclt a roariirg trade was beiîtg more or less sècretlY Pust)ej

1 Obaly nt trole[The iteavy fines irnposed lîy the F"lint îui;gistrttes will proay an0the widow and tîte Iabou rer to any g-reat exteirt ; for, as, -the Chair'reitrarked, ' illicit dlrinkirt iin private houses is nuw carried on to " ~heaextent in Wales on Suîrdays that thte owners inake sînaîl fortunie, a
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artintals wiîich they can flurd into a court, wltere they are dailY ye thatand their skins so1d for tire Public profit. It is tee(dless to Say tha I
city where the municipal authorities rire so deepiy compromised "0 Pt' o
muent is inflicted oni the nmercilesm brutes whî) commtit tiese 1
crimes. The story, as toid by " Ouîda, "ui aIl its details, is toO ehckn


