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treatment bis eloquent efforts received at the reporter's hands sought
redress to bis wounded vanity by arraigning him before the flouse. The
Cuîprit of course bad to report lis own indictmrent, and ini so doing took
the Utmost pains to print the hon. gentleman's remarks verbatirn et lite ratirn
Il ail their bcauty unadorned, instead of carefuiiy doctoring them as afore-

timne. The opening sentence wiil serve as a specimen of the speech: IlMr.
Speaker, I rise to a priviiege of order." The rest may be found by curi-
OU8 readers in the officiai report. Thenceeforth the reporter was aliowed te
Pursue the even tenor of lis way uncbaiienged. Much more modest, and
sa1fer Withal, was the course taken by a feiiow-member of the one just
Inentionied wîîo preserved unbroken silence whilst a matter affecting bis
Own conistituency was bcing discussed, and then at the close of the debate
Blipped some fragmentary notes into the reporter's liand with the request
that he would try and make him up a littie speech out of them, as lie (the
hon. member) though old in years, Ilwas a young hand at the bellows, and
haId nlot had courage to get on bis feet." The request was of course coin-
Plied witb, and the worthy man had haif a column credited to him, in the
report of that day's proceedings.

This last incident well illustrates the principie of officiai reporting, and
eyPlainls its necessity. The chief importance of a speech in Parliament
""OW lies nlot in the fact that it is delivered, but in the fact that it is read
'11 the report by thousands of people, and this being so, the reporters are,
and Lrnust continue to be, very important officiais of the loeuses of Parlia-
'flert.

Ottawa, January, 1884. JAMES MACDONALD OXLEY.

ON 111E L4TE REMARK.4BLE SUIVSETS.

T'ln Peculiarly striking sunset effeets which have been observed during
th' Past few months, have given rise to a good deal of iniquiry, and in the
feilowing. I desire to draw attention to certain circumstances which. seemn to
'o"ilect this phenomenal appearance with the rexnarkabic outburst of vol-
'111ic activ4ty on the isiand of Krakatowa in the Straits of Sunda, the
data 01, whicb the connection is based being taken from many letters in
¾ý'1Ure, and from Symon8' .Aontlbly MAeterological Magazine.

The Island of Krakatowa lies nearly opposite the Straits of Sunda,Which separate the islands of Sumatra and Java; it is about five miles
1l11g by three broad, and its mountains rise to a heiglit of between
2,000 and 3,000 feet above the level of the sea, covered to the summit with

1.10118u tropical vegetation. On May 2Oth the mountain became anl ac-
tie 'volcan0 and the captain of a passing vessel reports passing through

ai c "Pparentîy illimitable cloud. of drifting pumice " when ten miles offth islauld. Tis eruption was of itseif sufficient to reduce the island to a
dee ud i a party from Batavia who subsequently visited the island and

epeort is pubîished in Nature, found "lthe front of the voicano allwreced3 nay compietely buried under pumice dust, which, when the suneh0 or PI it, became of a yellowish grey colour, while thick masses of
e0idensed vapeur accompanied by incessant fulminations boiled Up from

~ehnd he are and gently sloping dunes ***and from time to time
funniels becamie visible, leaning outward, and into these many of

e.lcssatîy cbanging ravelled wreaths of smoke were sucked. The rest41ta teir original form to a heiglit of several thousand feet and
they) Slowl1 drifted eastward (i. e. were left behind by the rotating

bile> an reading out into mist disharged their ases downwards in
W 8tea a like the dark fringes of rain cloud seen on the horizon." This

Sejcao tate of affaira between the first outbreak and August 26th, the
C0iat ntinuing to discharge vertically incalculable quantities of the

Yhich Ul1 ic.e dust, on this day an eruption took place the magnitude of
et it d can hardly grasp. The island with its lofty mountain bas

U E~literaiy blown away, and a tidal wave estimated at ninety-eight feet
tog 0t awept ever the low lands of the adjoining islands, causing the

0t 8 f th0sands and ruining prperty to an enormous extent. Mr.

t t e as an instance of its power, "at Leleck Betony a Govern-e ae was swept three mile8 inland."

W Septebe 2nd, just a week after the great eruptien, at Trinidad,th 6 h Sun is reported as leoking like a bine globe, and aftcr sunset
th bi elani of se briglit a red that it was thouglit there mnust be a fire,

ito e e ber8tb and for some time after, green Suris are reperted tt ~r t.il and Ceyion, and Dr. Meldrum, F.R.S., writes of unusual
li a l e lects and green Sunis having been observed at Mauritius, Rod-

of'olstU chu ei 'les and suggests that they are due to the presonce
l"e11t n he upper strata of the atmosphere.

t "" reports fromn many other places, Australia and New Zealand, f reniarkable sunsets and ail subsequent te the date of the final t

eruption. The collection and examination of ail these reports will doubtiesa
be undertaken by sortie physicist.

It would of course be premature to state positively that the phenomena
observed bere in Canada arc due to the samne cause, but it seems fairly
probable that it is se and that the mass of dust spread itself first and most
densely over the region of the Tropics, travelling (or rather seeming to travel,
by beîng lef t bhind by the eàrth in its rotation) eastwards, and finally being
carried north and south ini the atmôdsplieric circulation until bere in Canada
it inanifests its presence by the unusual brilliance of the sunsets and that
peculiar afterglow whielh bas been observed more than an heur after the
sun was belew the horizon. ANDREw R. GoItDoN.

Sirice writing the above I have seen in Nature a report of a paper by
Mr. R. H1. Scott, Secrctary of the British Meteorolegical Service, in which
lie traces the atrnosphieric waves gerierated by the eruption ; lie finds that
the wave travelled with a velocity nearly that of sound, the estimated
velocity being rather over 700 miles per hour. A .G

"TRUTH," the mest read and most quoted of English periedicals is
always oni the track of "social sensation." It bas a "lpuzzle departmnent,"
as ail its readers well know, whidh, for tIc most part, dees not differ froin
similar features in other publications, but occasienally somne pepular
idea is strikingly eveked by the nature of the puzzles propounded. In one
of its November numbers a prize was offered for the bcst definition of a
mother-in-law, wbich elicited a numerous cempetition. Ilundreds sent in
tbeir definitions, ail tinged more or less with the feeling whidh tbe puzzle
suggested. The "lpuzzle editor " lias printed over a page of the competi-
tors' efforts, which lie describes as Ilassorted specimens-good and other-
Wise."

Most of these are uncemphimentary. A mother-in-law is smartly de-
finied by the different cynics as Ilthe wet blanket of matrimony ;" Ilthe
leader of the opposition ;" Ilthe inspecter of the union ;" "la check-
mater; " Ilthe brimstoneof tIe match; " Ilthe Government whip ;" " Ilthe
home rule party ;" "la discordant accompaniment te 'Hoeme, sweet

home;' " "'afamily jar," "the policemian of the beartb -being always
ready te take one up in a disagrecable manner; " Il a mentor or tor-
mentor;" dear te one tliat's dear te you, but dear at any price;" "a
wedding prescrnt of a watch ;" "lthe ma(r) te matrimeny," etc. These, of
course, are only a few selected for their pungency. That many have very
strong feellings in reference te the subject-matter and bave feit the Iliron
liel " is manifest from an occasional definition whidh, ignoring every menit
except brevity, burîs forth a malediction fresh frem the beart. 0f these
are "la beastly nuisance; " "la thorn in the flesli ; " Ildomestic dynamite,"
etc. One observes, witli questionable charity, of this mucb maligned rela-
tive that she is "lnet se bad as she niit be, seeing she lias ne character te
lese."

But she lias lier champions, tee. One styles lier feelingly, "lone wliose
mission in life is te bear the blame of lier daughter's shortcomings and the
burden of lier son-in-law's acerbities: te have a purse at bis command and
a cellar te bis taste: te be fawned upon in bis adversity and scorned in lis
prosperity." Others say sIc is "a great, but unappreciated blessing; "
" 4oi on troubled waters ;" 41a help in sickness, an unfailing friend. " And
the depreciator who thinks lier "lan example of tIe proverb, ' distance lends
enchantment te the view,' is boldly contradicted by a gallant friend who
calis ber "an angel in the lIeuse."

"lA goose that lays a golden egg " is anl equivocal definition. Se is "an
unmitigated blessing-when well ti-eaied." For it is net every one that
understands the treatment of a unother-in-law. We have beard of a man
who kcpt two in perennial geed-bumeur and attributed bis success te lis
pelicy of making lis successive wives jealous of their mothers' influence
[nstead of making the methers jealous fer their daugliters' portion. lue
generously credited the mothers witli ahl the virtues inherited by their
daugliters, and their own virtues te boot-and, indeed, the old ladies
seemed dearer, as well as c/m caper than the young ladies te this highly
endowed son-in-law. This man would be a hero te one of the competiters,
cJ. McGriger Allan," wlio instead of adoptýng the epigrammatie diffuses
:his definitien into an essay, and who exclaims :

ilHow oreat is he ivhzo governs wife and zvife's mother. Greater than Milton-iecould
lot govern bis 'wife. I should. like to know thig mute, inglorions Cromwell. He Who
ives liappily witli a mother-in-law is philosopher, saint or slave. Zimmernian's
nother.in-law-ene in a thousand-" contributea not a littie te increase bis felioity."
Coo good a weman te exercise bis patienoe, slie f ailed in thie motlier.in.law's mission.
Oo men rise abeve this vulgar prej udice-even love their mether-in-law too Wall.
)ne recently eloped with bis wife's mother 1 Congreve's *Lady Pliant,", making love
e lier daughter's suitor, lias lier modern counterpart. Fine subjeot for female fiction 1
_J. MOOGeR ÂLLÂN."'

[JÂNluàPy 17th, 1884.


