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verse. Other poems, in Latin, Italian anid

bas' a Fgli8 by this writer are much admired by
thonl St5deItB Of Elizabethan literature.

t1ll aliother Thomas Watson among
net . Rýiby's progenitors, was a sturdy op-

tgs Polient Of Andrew Marvel, the Puritan
true ot ianduaMemer for Hull in the Long

pesI AlwayB a loyal family, it is net to he
and ondered at that the WVatson estates were

1h058 î 'l"'Scted by the Pariiamentary Commis-
he S ieni sent down to try Sir John Hetham, the

0Iof lyalibt gevernor of Hlull, and bis support-
thst 'es' for their adherence to the cause of the

their Il1 Charles 1.
r te 8veal fof ng the ancient and valuable

'b Ie fHll ewe their foundatien te
e~~~ Waeth"%ton family

cal1 th Itf6ringto the literary gif ts for which
ca;1ý ncientfamiy lias always beenre

in-~ Skal Mr Le Moine says in a note on

,lied, ,lCheu d'Or," 11Mr. Kirby takes pleasure
tet remig for me these memories of the

t lu 8 PPort of a favorite theory of bis,
[,YS[ ý. 1terary tastes in famulies are trans-
bo- MItted fro One generation to another."

1 e 1li lo ute remarks, writing in

frdo ftel Young * a mere lad in 1832, wben he
fo 1 ntv town, he is to-day a tail,

'&hd()M an ofcourteous bearing, some-
boe *a eevd and One wouid cail him flfty

aDJ li age, in bis leisure moments, he in-
Sthe s to ideaiity, but he is strongiy im-

'do tait leb y positive opinions on cer-
edt w'ork, Sbects to bum patriotism, duty,

)ahare alost a reliio.

çiog, bot frieuci of present pregress, he does
Il th C'erleok the pst ; lie is proud of al

~d J~ elate to the Loyalisti of 1783, to
ProgrCanda Wet owes go mucb of her

au clvilization."
e8i a Jo til inay be added that Mr. Kirby is

id ~ tece Hs home is the centre of bis

bd th j 8ysiÔJand until twoyears ago was blessed
Refo0  e Preseuce of a"wife in every way

' a?' Of hiii. Since bis wife's deatb, be
,10 of hl 80 eell caiied upon to bear the los

Xbiob WalB eldest son, of whem he says, "l He
,0~ - a 900d ian and a true loyal Canadian

10 beaM ideai of one-and as such is a
l 110 le COlIntr> as weli as to me."

il ýnga4d member of tbe Churcb of
an tler lhturgy is dear to Mr. Kirby,

ne con t table oand~ toucbiug prayers bis
larle ile " Cnoa in ceîpauy with bis

viorkoi le ipossible to read Mr. Kirby's
ltopv te hb Ithout feeling that bis piety is of

0 1vork best Order, a ruatter of daiiy life and
bis amiration and love for the

L be l'bhed ch urcli is almeat a passion.ridgll 41-1ýibYthg he best known fig-
1orea lre 111 thirb 0l O'v f Nigr and its af-

fr,~ thtaa w~h Rca. aiwYs shrunk from publie life.
t~i ha, cirn',ïaua Of the Meclianics' Institute,

roln y llof ts sheives with the bebt works,
"t' ýbPt em sucb as are not to be found

J iit the mfost select libraries. As
.Y% bee eace, bis decisiens bave al-

jQt en rarked by an even-banded, cool
311'O Po eraei:tiC Of the Man.

e»t y ea0f Mr. Kirby bas beenart Î.r of Cutm at the port of iNiag-
toi fb f1ditr evious1y C
. ýjooi and< lie was for tweuty years

tb0o îil be se of "The Niagara
ý10 Ile dýing and for soie time the

Iule î,Pa.e except the Il Niagara
De Cointit f li the district, embracing tbe

iid. lucl 0,Welland, and Haidi-

8, A 'lY ir4 e"'6"t' Mr. Kirlby engaged more

ef lrly ltaywork, dealing not
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ouly with present questions, but also'with
archicological and bistorical subjectii. 1 His
f amous novel "lLe Chien d'Or " "b as been
compliiented by several American pir-
acies," says a writer in tbe Cyclopedia of
Canadian Biegraphy, Ilextending the repu-
tation of the author but profiting bum
nothiug."

"lIt is mucli read in tbe United States,"
says Mr. Le Moine in the note previously
quoted, Iland yearly draws tourists to
Quebec, who are curious to examine in de-
tail tbe rom ains of the old city." H1e fur-
tber remarks: "lThis romance among other
advantages, commended itself to the taste
of Our Gracious Sovereigu Queen Vic-
toria ;I happened to ho present in 1883,
at iRideau Hall wben Rer Royal llighness
the Princess Louise took occasion to tell
Mr. Kirby of the pleasure that ber royal
mnother bad enjoiyed in reading tbis romance
of Canadian manners and custoîs, and of
thauking-hiî in ber name."

In recognition of bis services te Canad-
ian bistery and literature, and bis valuable
contributions thoreto, Mr. Kirby was select-
cd by the Marquis of Lorne one of the
original twenty members of the English
Literature Section of the Royal Society of
Canada, an bonour tbat Mr. Kirby's loyal
spirit highiy appreciated.

It is on bis literary work that Mr.
Kirby's famne stands, and it will alvays
stand bigh. The romance of Il Le Chien
d'Or " muet ever impress the reader with
the genius that produced it, and givo risc to
tbe meat profouud regret that it is the only
work of its kind tbat opportuuity bas per-
mitted itï author to write. Whcther it
f ails short of, or rises superior te the can-
ons of ordinary criticismn, its power and
beauty are beyond question. As a delinca-
tien of eariy Frencli-Canadian lifo and
charactor it is warmly accepted by the des-
cendants of the personages therein depicted,
and Frencb readers generaiiy ascribo it to
a countryman of their ewn, and wili scarce-
iy ho persua(led that IlWilliam Kirby "' is
not a nomýi-de-îplume.

The romance of the story is its gyreat
chari, but the work bas stroug dlaims to
a reputation in the wonderful truthfulness
to nature that marks the numerous cbarac-
ters. From tbe amusing and wily notary
to the Mephistophelean Bigat, from the
"9charming Josophine de Beauport ', to the
beautiful but wicked Angélique des Meioi-
ses, from tbe wretched De Peau to the
noble Bourgeois Phiiibert and bis son
Pierre, there is not a character in the book
that is not a type of its class in human na-
ture.

Nevertheiess tbe stery is sketched witb
a free band, and abounds with graphic
touches of înuch strengtb and beauty. The
death of Caroline de S -. Castin is a wonder-
f ul piece of tragedy, and scarcely iess won-
derful is the refusai of L,3 Gardeur de
Repcntigny by An gélique des Meloises, and
ber remorse af ter wards.

Beauty and pathos touch the heart te
very tender notes at niany points. The
ioveiy love of Amelie Repentigny and
Pierre Phiilibert, the sad story of Heloiso de
Lotbinièce, the parting scane between
Pierre and Amelie in the conveat as se
dies iu Pierre's arme, are foul of purity and
grace.

But it wouid be indexing the whole
boek te mention its dlaims upon the culti-
vated reader. Througheut, the demands of
duty, of piety and of domestic life are
brougbt eut with a power that shows bow
deeply their finest motives are embedded in

the hcart of the author, i enderiug tbe book
at once a deiigbt te tbe intellect aud a tonio
te the moral tente. From an historical
point of view "lLe Chien d'Or " is aise valu-
able ; the causes that led te the loas of New
France te the mother land, the condition
and daiiy life of the promising colony ruin-
ed by the rascaiity of Bigot, despite the
good geverument of La Gallisonière, even
the very appearance ef Quebec, are ail se
grapbically given as te impress theniseives
insensibly but indeiibly on the intellect,
and as seals te the whole is the bistoric use
of noble names te which we are net strang-
ers to-day-La Corne St. Luc, de Lothin-
ière, Abbé Piquet, Beauharnois, De Léry,
De Boucherville, and Mother Mary of the
Incarnation. The band that could manage
ail these and a score more of equaliy im-
portant characters bas been ne weak baud,
and shouid bave been better knewn in reom-
ance.

Leaving unnoticed innumerable mono-
graphe, speeches and other notable additions
te Canadian literature by Mr Ktrby, bis
pocîs dlaim our chief regard. A list cf
them covers varieus greund, but the Unit-
ed Empire Loyaliats and the Province cf
Upper Canada shine ceuspicueusi thrcugh-
eut then ail.

The tiret aud in soie senses the greateat,
and prebabiy the icast known, bears the
modest, titie "lThe U. E. :A Tale of
Upper Canada," and is dedicated "lte the
Hou. Sir John Beverly Robinson, Baronet ;
Chief Justice cf Upper Canada," in recog-
nition cf that gentleman's services te the
Province with swcrd and gewn.

0f the intent cf the poem the author
says in bis preface, dated Niagara, 1859:
Il is design was îainly te preserve a few
peculiar traits cf a generatien of mon now,
alas! neariy passed away, the United Em-
pire Loyalists cf Canada :those brave and
deveted defenders cf the British Crcwn ";
sud lie caolse it bis "lhumble tribut,3 te the
noble patriarchs cf Upper Canada, who,
with this goodiy land, the fruit cf their
early toils and almoat incredible bardships,
have lef t us the stili nebler inheritauce ef
their patriotic aud loyal example."

But the peci is mucb more thon a trib-
ute, however noble ; it is an epic, and re-
minds the reader continually cf that other
epic ef a smaîl sud struggiing people, the
Odyssey cf Ramer.

Moreover, Mr. Kirby's style is essential-
iy classic ; throughout ail] bis peems there
meves a rhythmic cadence, a contained sud
regulated manner, itself evidence of a re6in-
ed sud cultivated intellect.

The peet himseif in an eloquent tribute
intreduces us te bis master, the Ilglowing,
Marc " of Courtenay

"But gicrious M~aro ! iao thee beloig
The îiiolit an inaj esty of epic soîig
Andi tiîe wjtli power and granîdeur to re-

beatrse,
In ail1 thîe ponup cf pan-harîc,îic verse,
Gods and ùleir wcorks, and oil the lyre iiîibar
The niitghty symcphonîies of lov e aud war.
'fbee, ehief of song !Let circiug lialoes b)laze
A,'cuid tliy head, sud crown iumortal bays!

Fer himseîf, with the modesty of truc gen-
îus, the peet only asks

"For ine a wreatli cf niclest oedar stili
MAly liaply blîoin oci soine Ciadian Iiill,'

aud lie cries ardentiy:

Thleu coîne, niy Muse, anJ lire îny tommue,
Ani let iny lips the mcvîing straiu prciung
Till îvarni witiî life, and radiant frein above,
My ]ay be worthy cf my country's love."

The " U. E." is in tweive cantos of
varying iength sud is laid eut as the stery


