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Swcpt in anti eut of is pool OPen mnaNv ,s
While underneath hies ent teet 1I saw 'iA

A slort-breatiied group of belp1 less orpbamîe laid.
Tile lite ivas ebbing fro ii caci infant tlirOat.
Tee ilye)ung as yet for musies carlîet note;

igb up a liv ing laik sang loud and tree-
Keen va the eoîntrast-it %vas sad te mark
Tîjese e y, eliasen chiarter, no\%e carth-I)l uii :înd dezrk

Beneatlh a mn- îrmiig sky Uesy e)ul<l m e C. o9Y
This is a very vivîd picture of a deserbcd nest. Thiere

ie a touch of nabural sympathy in it thal je worth many re

a windy apostrophe te the iark in gencral -the partîcu- uin
iariy peetical heu-bird that wakes the su and tbe bump- ahl

kmn at bwilighî. This aset word is usnally associated with

nlighî or eveniug, but old John Lytigate, in bis IlDestruc-

tien cf Troy," uses the word in a matutinal ceuse,

Even at tbe twiligbit in the dawviing,
Wben that the lark of cutmi 'ginnetii sing.

Twilight is Il two ighîs,", applicable te moru or t-vu.

Ini a book of "lPeeme chiefly hy Gentlemmen cf Deon-
sbire andi Cornwal," pmblished in 1792, is a sonnet by oe
Ernett :

l'O Ti-E I.ARK ON i)ARTiiVOOI-

ilweet searîmîg minstrel efthte wild, 1 hear

'lime ldeasîng nmusic oet ty tuîn,-tul throat,
\weliocime ))er the desert te minelecar, In

As tol enigited binds tihe Matin ilote,.l
I thank thee, warbler,' for thy clîeerimig l:y, a

Plut shy hlu .ucb a h rremi ,lonely dcll, SPI
\Vhle other scenes the vernal sweets iiî,ly, Ott
A wing'd1 recluse art thon c-ntent te iiWll?
i0, yet 1 trace the motives in thy song,
For treeonnow the lotty lîrlih eai as,
Anid now a tenderer strain is peurd aleng,
Amnd loe s b breathel with al its charmning caes
Tii s, th eîgb c vn bei-e,(ciiestereldtot thon Pj)l) ie

ifte's (earest bless4ings, Liberty anud Loes.

The iark appears bere in the unusual characler cf a

wanderipfg minstrel of love. As a rule hoeIl wakes thce

cerning nuom," 61 calis up the tuneful nations," Il bide the

viliage"rs risc," "f carole te the evcuing loud "ilsalmtes the

gay rcburn cf spriug," Ilbears ber Maker's praise on high,"
and perferme ether speciai services for the imaginative

pocte, but seldern figures as a singer cf arnerone dilties-£
yet thim is probabiy bbc trime interprubatiemi of lus mornilig

flight aud pleasant song. His notes arc quick, andtieîre- i

fore suggesî happiness, hemce the expression "las blbe as u

a îark." The Frencb say "l qai co e piuîe "-as gay t

as a cbaffincb. 
s

Robcrî Southey, whocc opinion cf lus ewn poctical t

acccmpihmeiiî was net endorsed by nîany critios cf bis o-

day, and is certaiuîy net accepled as correct by those cf .

1bi perioti, was far inore succescful in the foilowiîîg comm
"et than in mauy cf bis longer and more ishouret in b:5

1tic ceerns te have writlen fromn the huart, whicli be su-Idemut
tid, inslead cf frem tue hi-ad, whicliîbe soîîmtinius tit, or

froni thie fiugers, wbichi lic often did. Structuraiiy, tue-

sonnet is a failure, for hoe commrnes wjiih a couplet, t
divides its there ne m a cestet foiiowed by au octave;

uses assouantal rhyniec, cones te a pause in the wrong l

Places, andi forîuîs neither quatrains lier terceshade 0n'f

Metrarcli1 WhIt niore couiti ho have doue in the way ofe

err. Sil, aîîowing lus irrcguîarit-ies, ho bas loft us a 1

simple andi tender poemi te be ternîed a, sonnet, s hbes

wished il.
TO A iLAlII.

1thimu weet lar, wlî ,îiintiese uasen se highic
Twimking tiîy wimîgs ilct silig se jyfîlly,
i1matcii tiec eeoarimmg withi a dcep ligî
Amuui whemî at iast 1 to miinîe aching e
TIhat laye beiowv thece inîtue iîmimmte,
Stijl in nmy ieart eeive tiîy neldy.
0, thouî sweet iarkz, thiat Iliad wing8 like thee
Net for the juîy it were imn yen hime iiglt

11 P"îrd te mînîmmt, :11,11tremu mmy iîcavemmiylieiglt
(lace eon the crcePing imutitle below
But tiat 1 isveu wld wing mîy cager tight
'Putiat -vel homne, whcre 'aîmc-y eveminuoW
ltath flied, and Ilie ieks, cnward tiîrcuglî a teal,
Cdumitimig the weary îoîui-e that ueli er here !

Thme mention cf the word fimunt" suggesls a pecu-
liar mistake wbich probably arese tbrouglî a printers
errer and bac been repelated bhrough poche piagiarislhi
whicb ii tbe natter cf epithets is vcry ceinrn. " Mauy
old peete î-fer te the iark as Ilbbce nounting iark," which
mei an appropriate description ; but in Fenton's peeni and

80m(3cditior.s cf Sbakespeare's Il Richard IL." thc bird is
mentioetias Il tbc mountain iark." This curionis errer
mc preserveti in Davenport Adams,'fi Concordance te tbc
Piays cf Shakespeare." There je ne such bird as a i enu-
tain " iark ; itlis a creabure cf low landesud iofty airs,

thiougb curieusly enongli the so-callcd "lmeadow lark "je
net a iark at ail.

There is OnlY eue other sonnet on the iark with wbicb
wc are familiar aud Ibat je good old Barry Cornwail'4 fine
efusion :

TO THE si(y-LATIK.

iearlist singer! () care-chaiîaing bird
Married to miiirning, bY a sweter hymîm
'I'iam priet ere dîlantcU tromn hie clouster tlimî
At iidîigt -or veiled virgin's bolier word
At eimîirise or tise îalcr evening licaroi
'l'e vhic-h of ail 1l{eaven's Young and Ic'vely Heurs,
Whoî wreathe soft ligbt in hyaithine howermi,
13eamtitili ilirit, b- thy suit preferreil
troliýe lime creatures cf this lcw duil eartb,
Stijl dost thomu wcc, atholi thy suit be wîn;
Amud tius lIly mistress brigbt is pleasi-d ever
Oh 1 Joec not thonthis mark of finer bjrth;
Se mny'e

t 
Ilîcu yt ive On froinîson ho sur,

Thy joy unclieeked, tby swet scng ilent never.

1 have net Been a sonnet to tbe skyiark by an Ameni-

ean author, wbicb je tiugular, as the bird bas been intro-

ducedt t this continent, wbereas Arnericans bave addreesed

sonnets te bbc uigbtiug8.îe, which bas not yeb livcd in the
cuntry except ini a cage.

There arceminitier refcreuCes te the iark in othor Emg-

hsonnets. Spenser opens bis seventy-sccond in the

Ainoretti " thus :
(At when my spirit doth spreai her b)older wings

It down is weigbed with thouglit cf earthily tbings

AXnd clogged with hurden of nortality. Pa

But the iark lias neyer been instanccd in poeticai anal- Wl

;to, butter purpose or witb greater effect than in timat tii

indid burst of introspection, where fate reproached is th

îeved by th enery of love, Slhaku(spiuart's twenty tii

îth sonnet. In the edition of 1640 it was unwarrant- 41(

y entitled:-l
A l)IsCONSOLATI(). ex

\Vhen in disgrace %vith fortune and nien's eye s, of

1 ail aimne heu cep lny ontcast stateo

And trouble deaf Ileaven wjtb iuy bootie tie. d i
Andi look u1pon mniyseif, and esrse iny fate,

Xisfiing nme 1ike to oeemore ricl in hope' Ww
1"etn'dlke 1)in, like bini Nvith friendsp ss'.a

D e-.irimg t1iis uin's art and that man's c

'iVitiî xchatt 1i nost enjoy contcflte) lea-it
Yet ini these tbougbts inyseif aiîmmst ditipising,
1iat'y 1 think on thee andi then my -,tate w

(Like to the irk at break et day arising o
l'r<,,i sullen earthl sings Ilhyinne at beaVenis gate;0

.For th y sv. et love rcînmnbler'd, sucIlwealth birimmg-, 1)

i'hat then 1 ecorn te chanîge 1n y-tate wîtIl kmîgs.

i conclusion, perhaps lt(! truet thing ever said of the

rk in its relation te poetry is the verse of Shieiley'se

lenditi lyric, which will always be the ltiest tribut c

Afered te it -
hietter ta i îaue

Of deligimtfli e ic-l,
lietter than ail treasllres t

Th- Thait in books are found,c
Thî. Icill to poet were, thon ecorner of the groixmcl.

7L[ATl> 1 ,S ANI) [ME RESSIONS IDUli)NU A

HEAVY north-westerly gaie witb liard and frequent

1. squals of main and baii-ninhus ciouds curunoumited

by broken cuumulus. Patclles of bine, titrougli whieb the

4n "lances niajusticaliy and breatthus eut a colle<of liglit

upou the boiiing cea, whlst the bowlingy pitiiess wuîid cuts

he nuanles of the rushing white berces and dashes Clieir

nowy crests into spindrift, wliich, flying in swift myomen-

ary spray, lights up the sombre wateiy-purpie backgrrouîid

of the heavily ioaded cionds.
The tuuîîbling suas, driven by the furieus equalli and

aslied lîy the pattering bail, arc white with rage, anmd tos

their foaingiii, livid, green-iiacbing and broken su iluits

high in the air, te fail, seetiîing and hissing, jute the pant-

ngI boiiows.
The exulting gui1 , poiseti notiolilecs for an instant,

screallif te hic mates with joyful note, and, quick as

tbougbt, without a movement of bis piniens, with canteti

body, darts like a flash bufore the gale, and, with graceful

curve, floats round upon the wind, te face the biast irn

ecstasy of gle, andi, -s the mnagic instantaneus burst of

sunsbine darts thîreugli the riveîî tow'ring masses of roi-

iing cuomuluis, and bathes in a flood of liit the raging

scelle, the bird appears in boid relief, against the beavy

backing of the dark horizon, unfrained ini a brilliant pateli

of iris.
The ragged-edged scud je burrying apace, urged by tbe

screaiiling, scrceching furies of the nortb. The unoun-

taimeuls accummulationi of vapeur, piledl up in dense and

rolling muasses, is flooduti with pure celectial liglit on tbe

glorions suitimits of the range, whlst bencath, in ltme ptirpic

grey of unbroken nimmbus, tbe horizon is bidden hy ltme

smoking approacli of another savage squail of wind, rain,

and bail, beaded by their giant leader-a towering water-

spout. Down corncesthe shrieking biast, tiattening the

siopes of the heaviy undulating waters, ciawing their

broken edgyes inito shreds, iashing their frethy backs mbt
eddies of snowy scum, until tue deuione of the storm,

exbausled for a moment, pause for breath, but oniy te

9peur forth their horrible fnry" wîtb renewcd and hercer

vehlerent wrath-nighl cernes on, dark and dreary, more

threatening than the moiro. The suii las lonîg wilbdrawn

bis gaze and disappeared llhindth te dense bank of western

cionds, whose noble ueiglbts are abiaze with lurid flamne and

The uoaning winii mourus, mid sobs and buirats of

tears, the stealing away of iight, andi, as darkness spreads

a veil over the weird, melarcholy waste of waters, the

broken nortberri sky reveais its great constellation, whilsl

in the caslt te moon peeps tbrough tbc fringes of the cur-

tained ceiling, and, as chie sweeps the southeru sky, Orion

meves with rnmeasuired pace, and over bini Aidebaran

gazes frein aniidsl the weepiiig Hyades. F.AIl

NorthItlAtintitj, Oet. 13, 18!1.

HIdII birbb is a tbing wbicb 1 neyer kuew anyone te

disparage exci3pl those who bati it net ; anti 1 neyer knew

any eut, te beast of it who bail anytbing else te bu proud of.

-Bishop 1IVarburton.

1'r wouid be au unspeakable advantage, hotu te tbe

pubiictand the private, if me wouid consider the great

trubi tbt n man ie wise or safe, but lie thate ons.

Sir1Jfalter Raleight.

BE gliy will do anytbing that can be donc in timis

world; and ne talents, ne circunistances, neo operluni-

ties wili make a two-iegged animuai m mari withiouî it.-

Gete.

211E RAMBLEJI.

[ TUIL tho lapse-or collapse--of the so-caliud holiday

season cornes the longest, and sonie say dreariest,

irt of the winter. It is singular to not(, the ditl'erent
,ys in which different people symibolize for tbeniselves

ie whole year of three htindred and iixty-five days. [o

ie very young, there probably is no symbol whatover. To

ose a littie older, the nîonths appear in a kind of preces-

ni mountin g skywards in a curved line, at the top end of

,ich is the twclftb monthi from the actual ionth of

xistence. To tiiosueider again, there appears but a ring

fmonths, te seine a fiat ring, te others a round holiow

ne, and to the very old, ne ring or circlu or line at ail,

ijust the month itself whichever it happens ole

ould bo intercsting to know if the mionths have ever

,peairud in the rninds of mnen, arranged on top of one

mother, thus formning a pyramidal figure, on whe(her the

tuSsians, for examopie, think of theni as oeeurring back-

vards. Tfle multiplication of calendars on one's writing
)r dressing table brings the entire year very distinctly
Èfore us. The year begins and wc note three more weeks

. January, add these te four of February and hore we

ire at the first of March. We jntend te, pas the muouth

.f March out of the city on business, so we run a Une

brougb Mai-ch and continue it through dthe irst week of

Aprii. April and May-spring seemis already at baud.

As we look at the narnes we ccciii to see thie fresh yellow

twigs and hear the open waters runing, then a sudden

ave-m -only tbiree weeks to the end of schools and terrns

and liard work gcnerally, for bere is the middle of June

?hen you waste two weeks or so trying teo make tnp your

rîind Il what to do this suinaner," until Dominion Day

hits you full in the face with a liard, dry, hiot kind of

knock there is no mistaking ; se yon pack up and go te

iieorgian Bay or Gibraltar Point, althougb it is quite the

midldle of the monLh before you realiy get settiud ini your

tent or boardingy-house. And of coursa by the uuiddle

of August you mnust be back in town, and good gracions

-hure is thtc middle of August andi next week the suhoolii

re-open, and back to work again for everybody, aud

Christmnas is now only two months off, for huere we are in

October--by the yeliow of the cbestnut fan-and in a day

®r two the boys will be futilely eeiebrating Guy Faux

lay, and thceinincerneat is already mnade and the winter

nuts andI apples ail laid in-and here is-actualy--an
yon bulieve it-Christmias I)ay in the unorning!

Weill tlat's how the year spins by wbien oneelias

.turoed --aniythinig over thirty-and wben that boilow or

fiat ring waxes suspiciously smaller anti doser ycar by

year. T[hle nost toucbing tbing about childhood is the

Iength of its year. From May to May-how long it i8--

hi ore the crows caw overbead and the tirst dandelion
prinks the green and the tilmy clouds sail higli over broad

briglit bIne. Prom December to Deoemiber alas-for

the old among us *bow short, bow full of snows and wail-

ing winds, of duli dark dawns and leaden noons

Lt bas, 1 tbink, been noticed that la grippe is peculi.

ariy biard upon brain-workers. The cause of this doubtiess
lies in the fact that it is partly a nerveus di4ease and not

onu of dirt. Lt is certainiy truc that it atta.-ks and car-

ries off more inidividuals of the professionai classes than

th(- choiera did. But rnay it net be that la gip is no

microbe-disease whatcver, but sinîpiy acute yet Htili sun-

pie, primai, influenza and congestion of the lungs induced

in large quantities by the exigencies of modemn life i Fur-

nace-air is known to be bighly deleteriomis, yet the growing

popularity of furnaces over stoves and tire-places is a f cat-

mire of the day. I have known a so-calied cold to deveiop

rapidiy the day after sitting ail one evening ini a crowded,

close, and insuffcmably bot theatre or concert-hall. nimpure

air always gives certain persons a congestive beadache.
The habit of standing over or near a register frequentiy
engenders viciois I colds "-hat is to say, varîous part-

idles of dust, soot and other foreign matter, enter the nose

andi tbroat, and se irritate and poison the membranes of

those delicate orgarms. Along witb ail thîs, a microbe

mnighlt stili exict, but even without the cxistiuugglerirn, the

recurring winter plague of la grippe might easily be

accounted for. Anyway, it is wortb thinking about. [
have observed four or five young wornen,M employeus

in a large hot office, corne suddenly out into the open air

taiking and iaughing and with their beads and tbroats

quite unproiected. The fashion of wearing the once
ubiquitous Ilcioud" lbas entirely gone out, and the girls
wouid be asharned of being seen nîuffled up. Tbey are

proend, 1 suppose, of heing hardy, and of standing the cohd

so weii, but 1 take it that they are in mernentary danger of

sorne serions cevil to thie tbroat or iungs or bronchial tubes.
Men are a trufle rnore rationai, for younrnay observe tbern,

on a coid and windy day, to pull their caps down over
their ears, but few women are as careless of good looks
while vigilant of healtb as Mdme. Christine Nilsson was

on one occasion wben 1 saw bier skating with a funny seai
cap on-witb square ears of fur tied down ini place and
b ler tbroat weii wrapped up. Perhaps if we were ail
prinze donne and depended ou our voees for inceme,

.we shouid be equaily careful. Abi tu, et fac sintiliter.

One of tbe attractions of the Chicago Fair is to be à
.pyranîid of four hundred pianos, connected hy electricity
.and playing ail at once, tbough manipulated by one sole

performer. The oniy dissentiont word yvt off'ered, by the


