
A FAtIR ILL.USTRAT'ION 0F WIIAT IT co.i.ttTro iiUll. 0r *silt>Y' coNSTRUCIION, IN A5 PANOiIAMIC VIEW OF'iBN&
%.\REIIOUSE DISTRICT AFTEII TuE NrEioitAir FilE 0F- AVRIIL, 1904, SVIIICiI SWEPT AWAY OVER SIXTEEN M'.ILLIIONS

OF D)OLLARS 0F P'IOPERTY, IIROUC5IT ALMOST TO .5 STANDSTILL TIIE BUSINESS 0F CANADA'S SECOND LAiiGFT cITy
ANDzî LAID RUIN CLOS5E TO THlE DOORS 0F 24ANY LARGE PROSPER5IPG BUSINESS INSTITUTIONS. SUCII A ISAS-

TROUS. CONFL AGRATfO VOULD HIAVr ItEEN IMPOSSIBLEF IN A DISTRICT OF WFI I flUI T, PROPFRI. I ito
TECTED WAREHOUSES. Phloto I)y -Gaibi titi.* Cprgltd

Modern Warehouse Construction
Iisteresting Data Showing the Hazardous Risks Fostered hy Architects and Owners Alike

in Building the Modern Warehouse of t 'Flimay" Unprotecied Construction. What
Constitutes Fireproof Construction-its Many Advantages Shown. Thre

Recenit Exaunples Illustrated and Descrihed

il, 1.l.ITERS izot hazv pcrfecl in architctfural dcei gl,s110 0i clie»p or ex.pcîîsivec ini cosi of construijoni,
a commercial building is ait archuitectural failutre
iiiiif cs. if aîîsc,'cs wjf f flie besf possible dcgrcc of

Per/ crfion flhc purpostt for w/tic/ il suas infendcd, Suifh
P'ril fo flic owier.

ihis matternient svas teccnitiy mtade by one of Cai-
adas ltiost proîtuluctt arcijtects, in bis criticisiit of
a picce of comumercial architecture. The self evident
truîilî of tiîis broad yet positive assertion %vilV bc denied
1).% io elle, and stili it %vould be intercsting to knosv just
iîiit 1percenitage of our commercial structures are archi-
leciiiral stîccesses, in te truc mnîing of titis axiotin.

\\areboîîse construction is elle of lte iiiost important
bîrantches iii nmodern commîtercial architecture, and it furul-
i.ll[CS the ;trciuýtect aitd cugineer wvith inaîîy pcrpicxing
Pirb1ielît. In repiy ta te question as t0 lio% well thesc
iutî)lylcmns have i)een soived in tise past by our arciîitects,
:111d lion NvcIli hhy hiave accoipliied the task in 1srodsîc-

tsarchitecturai succcss iaelmouise construction.
ilreader's attenion is cailed te die acconttpanying illus-

(lilt.siowiiîg a taîîorainic viewv of 1 he rui us of that
I1" htOl of T'or-oubto* svarchouse sctiont swCitt by tite lire

l iniî 1904. Do lthe charred tiîtbers, tc partialiy
SI lldiiltg waiis, the twisted steel and bickeied and wvatcr-

kv(liivineclatî,sc siteil success or faiiurc? MVien lte
:Il(. ssvept froni buildintg to buildintg, fitîding cverysvhcre

1( l*o<,rp aitd ready t0 bc devoured, did it flot

beC constructiont of these buildings in tse very iteart
i:ime citv. svbercin millions of dollars of înercisaîdisc

, iorcii. aîtd %vhiereirt ocre itoused busittesses ini oticit
ini sts of itote vas itivcstcd. inany ntiistakes liad beeil
5.le.

It is a recognized faict that if tc buildintgs itt titis dis-
115(1 b>CcI lroiseriy constructed. accordiîîg t0 the lat-

l :IPProved ittetiîods of fireproof buildintg constructiont,
'a; contflagration void never ]lave beeti possible, aîtd

il tiliotts of djoliars' wvorth of property thuis destroycd
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svould sjill be stantding, t0 say îtotiig of lthe ettrinos
aiouiits Test ils suspentsionm of bussiness ilitI %vouid htave
beeii saved. Sîlil ive flttd soisie of tc vcrv firttts, after ail
tey sufCered in tbis expelusive experiemce, erectiitg strLtc-

turcs tat offer littie or noe protection :îgainst lte great
red plague, when for a sîttaii additioitai perceittage it
cost tisey coid bsiid for thetttseives structutres ils which
they couid coîtduct tiîeir business witis a seitse of secturity.
Titere tstay itave becît soie reasoît for lte inflammable
nature of te warelituse of tels years ago, but in titis age
titat lias given us every ttîethod, iateriai aîtd appiiaitce
at a reasonabie cost, neccssary to construct ais absolutely
fireproof structure titere is no excutse for lthe erection of
fire-feeding traps.

Such buildings are îlot architecturai successes, cititer
frein tce standpoiîît of te arcititect, or eîtgiiteer, or tc
owîter, il matters ttot itow perfect titey ttay bc itt desigtt,
lior ho%' clieaî or expeiîsive it cost of contstruction.

Maily arcltitects believe itey bave prodstced a sticctss
it bite contstrutction of a buildintg wleîs tltey htave acconlip-
iisised te îask, of giving lthe owiter just wvitat lie vaîtcd.
Sutppose tiîe owttier iiîsisted ipoît a certaint plaît, tlie arcit-
itect gave il Co Iiiîtî. antd Mvtin tîte st ructuîre sas finisied
lte owner would fibd Itis platt did fiat work o15t as lie itad
anlicipated, tc buildintg wnild bc prottouticed a failtîre, it
spite of lte fact titthe arclîitect gave Itis client just
wvitat lite vaîtted. Titis is as truc svith referettcc t tite
tttetiits of constîctioiî attd itiaterials aîtd appiiaitces
used as il is wvitt lte plaît. Tt is iiittttateriai whlat ttc
owiter's ideas are as t0 tite advisability of tite adop-
tion of certains iethods, or lthe tise of certaint mta-
teniais or appliattccs. Tte svork of te arcitlct is
measured b' tite liîislcd buîildinsg. Tt is te arcititec *
or engilteer, sud nlot the oivner, weia sîtoulîl know tite
comparative tlterits of ractltods and îîaterials adaptcd to
suit certain requirelîtettîs or conditions. It is inicotttpre-
liensibie svhy so mal> arcittcts. svbo talk sa iticli of
professintai dignity. permit their clients. Itowever fatal-
isltlv inciued te latter iutay te, to huilc of "siadeiv' co.,


