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segsion of the parliament to which he was
then elected, tbat the celebrited resolutions
establishing Responsible Governmeng were
passed. 3r. Macdonald, at that time, was
not the absolute adherent ol any politieal
party.  With the sentiments natural to one
who had determined to achieve his own po-
sition in the world, he waus, in & wonuer,
forced by the peculiav circumstances of the

eriod to act with a partyy with which, po-
itically, he could have but little, if any-
thing, in common, The rebellion, of wich
the etfects had not then passed away, had
rendered everything o question of loyalty und
allegiance, especially inthat part of Centril
Cavuda represented by kim. His position was
theretore, & very peculiar one, and withsu
ultogether idenutying himself with the Loy
opposition, he voted with the Upper Cannda
Conservatives and wie Lowar Cuula French
leaders, against the Government; thus ki
a course seemingly ineonsizient with
sequent eonduct.  I3ut the sys:om ot Exe
utive Responsibility, su persistently nud sue-
eslully press.d by Mr. Luldwin, having been
ndopted, Mr. Macedounald, witi cha.actevistic
honesty, espoused the cause of the Bx-Min.
isters when, in 1343, Siv Charles Metealf ut-
tempted 10 subvert the estivshshed prineiples
of Responsiblo Govermment, by asserting
the right on his part, a5 Governoe Gezeral,
to make appointments to  ofices without
vousuiting  them. In wking  thea
course Mr. Maedonald had the cowmage
to imperil his seat, for the Highlanders o:
Glengarry were proverbial toe tieir oyulty.
Poliieal right, however, triumpied over wue
fulse issues which were raized; and when
the electivns came, to which Siv Charies
Metcalfe had recourse in his dispute wnb
bhis Ex-Ministers, and it virtuaily appeared
that the people hud decided against bim,
the Highlauders of Gleagarry, proving thut
theiv loyalty was not o the uaieusouing

larger majority thuu before.

1u 1847 his return for Glenguory wus op-
posed, though unsuccessiwly, by Sueqt Me.
Martin,  But in 1852 and a4, he was
elected by the samo constituency, without 2
coatest. In the latter part of the year 13 1Y,
he wus appointed Solicitor General, wader
the Buldwin-Lafonive adwministration, whici
office he held until the dissointion of thut
government in the autumn ol 1851,  Of the
position he thus filled us the coileague of that
great and good may, Mr. Baldwin, although
public honors have fullen thick upen him
since then, Mr. Macdonald, we nre nssuved,
entertaing a higher sense of pride than of a.d
of them put together, including even his
preseut exalted position as chief miuister of
the crown in Canada.  This feeling uppears
higbly landable, when we observe how the
bistory of Canada ig enriched by the rccord
left by Mr. Baldwin’s government, the un-
challenged purity of' conduet of thar minis-
try, the lasting benelits which its legislaticn
has conferred upon the country, by wuuici-
po, jury, primogeniture, unive:sity, aud
otber wise mensures of organization and ve-
form. But more especially does the Prime
Minister of the duy rejoize that ke held the
place of second law oflicer of the erown in
thot administration, which, by a rizid adhe
rence to constitutional land macks, "cave
body and substance to the Parliamentary
system of governmeut then Jately conceded,
under which the wited Province, duspite of
hindrances naturally incidental to its proper
working at the outset, amony a population
so widely diversified in many esseatial res.
pects as that of Canada, has made such rapid
nnd satisfactory progress.

Mr. Macdonald was elected Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly ufter the fivst removal
af the Public Departments to Quebec in 1852,
und filled the Chair of the Hounse until the
dissolation in 1854. It was while at the
head of the Canadian Commons, in June
of the latter year, that he administered
to Lord Elgin, the then Governor-
General, that startling rebulke of memorable
record in the jowrnals of the Legisiative
Assembly. The sumwouing of Parliament
together had been protracted to the latest
period allowed by Inw nnd cusiom: and
when, upon the consideration of the addvess,
in answer to his Excellency’s speech from
the throne, an adverse vole was recorded
against his Ministry, instead of the usual
course being adopted of enlling upon « new
get of men to advise him, Lord Elzin sum-
moned the members to his presence fur the
high handed purpose of an immediate prorvo-
gation. They were naturally excited and
indignant that thus no opportunity would he
afforded to Parliament for explanations in
regard to 1ts late convocation, unor of
the rensons that mizlt have existed for
non-legislation during so lonz-a penod.
Under the circumstances the Speaker was
impelled, by loyalty to the constitution aad
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It iv a tradition in the oflice of the
London # Times', that in the curly years

of this century, while it was yet a sce-

ond or third rate journal, Mr. John
Waiter and Company, its proprietors,
Limnched a fast satling privateer to scour
the seas in the wake of Nelson's fleet,
or in advance, snapping up prizes when
Neison gave uo news, ov erowding all
sail for the nearest port in Bngland,
with news, when the eveat Adwiral or
any lesser Capusin of a Squadron awoke
the oecan with the thunder of battle.
Tire privarcer was a roving ¢ special cor-
respondent’ of the sea,  And itis more
tan tradition, it is an cpisode in the
history of the war, aswell asof the news-
paper, tuat ¢ The Times? privateer carried
tidinzs of the death of Nelsun und the
vietory of Trafalgar to a chaunel pore;
from wheacee a messenger posted to Lou-
don, giving the proprictors of the am-
hitioss jowrnal intelligenco which they
published twenty-four hours before the
Government, or cditors of newspapers,
weie informed that Nelson lay in his
shroud ; that Britain was misiress of the
sens ; that thefleets of France and Spain
were extiner, and Brittannia ruled the
wavea,  Tnat was the stroke of fortune
Forthwich it
trod fast on the heels. of the ¢ Morning
Cironicle,” passed iz, and has left it dead
and buried.  Bat thus brave old news-
pap:r wight have had privateers to serve
it ulso, had vot honest, Mr. Perry ubhor-
red the ofiered services of such cut-
thraat graws,

Thie eritical position of Canada, should
the frai! relations of peacs between the
SBritish and the Federal Government off
America be suappzd by sowme zet of the
Alabama and other rovers of the sea,
which, with law or agninst law, have
cleared from British ports, renders the
question of legalized piracy by privatecrs
one of painfully vital interest to this
Proviace.  Strietly interpreted, neither
maratime nor international law make the
Alabama & privateer.  Nor is she or her
andacions sisterhood, legally speaking,
pirazes, though of that family, The
Nerth calls its southern military prison-
ors rebels,” but it dare not punish them
with the death of rebels lest the South
retaliate.  Accordingly they are exalted
to the stalus of bellizerents, and treated
as prisoaers of war, Iiven the sea pi-
rates, so named by the North which last
year fell under Federal capture, though
at first thveatened with death, were ten-
derly dealt with as prisoners taken from
o belligerent power.  Why then should
Britain not treat the Southern Confeder-
acy &3 a belligerent power 7 The Ala-
bama under the Confederate flag is,
therefore, in the eye of the law of uan-
tions, as interpreted hy the prudence of
the Tederal government, not a pirate,
not a privateer, but a ship of war, scour-
ing the seas in the service of one of the
fighting powers. Having said this, the
defence of the Alabama is stretehed to
its uttermost. The British subjects, if
such there unhappily be, who may have
fitted out, or sold, after fitting out, those
equivoeal craisers to make prey of the
conmmerce of Boston or New York, he-
causc these citics are loyal to the Feder-
ation, are playing a part for sordid ob-
jects fearfully perilous to the peace of
Great Britain and the repose of Canada.
True, they only do what America did
betore them. They follow the commer-
cial instinct in its lowest development,
—the sordid impulse only, and even
thut alloyed with the game of hazard.
Nor do they differ from the privateering
ship-owners, their predecessors of fifty
or sixty years ago; unlesy, as charity
sugzests, Jonathan  Wild is not one of
the werchans privces of the Mexsey or
the Clyde.

It is on lustorical record, that in more
than aue flagrant instance, the enter-
prise of privateering, wax not only
brought to henr on English commeree by
English ecapital, bhat even the very pur-
tics who seut oub the merchant ship, and
insured her against the King's enemies,
sent out also, the privateer that captured
her and thus made a double gain, by
the insuyer of the captive vessel, and hy
the snle of her cargo and hull, as lawlul
prize. Many a French privateer was
owned by Englishmen, sand mawned by
piratical renegades; and some  Lnglish
privateers were chartevad by Frenchmen,
for the capture of theiv own merchant
ships. In the conduct of such crews,
wilful cruelty towards their caplives was
alone wanted to complote the character
of tho pirate.  On cither sideof the

channel the day of the mevehant ship's.

sailing, and her course, was duly noti-
fied to the privateer, that did the crimi-
nal work of the fim; and, ¢ thus, un-
der the pretext of hovorable warfave,
innocent individuals werc swindled by
their own fellow-countrymen, and the
aonor of a nation tarnished for flthy
luere)”  Suys another historical writer,
refering to the foregoing; ¢« We have
now uo means of verilying this appalling
charge ; but judging by all we have
read upon the subject, wo have no reason
to dishelieve it.’

By acts of Congress of the United
Statesin 1794 and 1818, yrivateering
was deucunced, and was condemned by
the Treaty of Paris in 1856. Lo com-
przhend what it was, a brief sketch may
suffice.  To know what it is or may be,
in this age of steam, the reports of the
Alabama s deeds would exewplify, if it
be admitted that the Alabama is in any
way under controul of bad British sub-
jeets, who have defied the Queen’s pro-
clumation and broken the ncutrality
laws. As a general rule, the owners of
privateers were not of the most reputa-
ble of citizens; yet, half 2 century ago,
hardly a voice was audiby raised in con-
demnation of their enterprises. It has
juss been scen that a privateer formed &
part of the Thues newspaper establish-
ment in 1805, The fitting out of such
a cruiser, partook largely of the quality
of gambling, as well as of high-sca rob-
bery ; for the vessel might be captured
within twenty-four hours of leaving
port, ov it might send howme u dozen
prizes in as wany days.

The captain was usually « sharer iu the
ownership of the vessel, and oflicers and
crew sailed with a distinet agreement as to
what per centage each weuld receive of the
bouty. In many instunces, if o privateer did
uot fall in with any of the enemy’s mer-
chant-men during a cruise, the captain had
little compunction in seizing & neutral ship
vather than return empty handed, and holdly
risked all conscquences resulting from the
piratical azt.  The vessels in use for that
service, both French and Bnglish, were of
all sizes and ngs, from mere luggars of
twenty touns, carrying two d-pounders and
twelve men, to full rigged ships of 300 or
600 touy, heavily armed, anc{ manned by
crews of 200 or 300 men, These were for-
midable men-ofavar, and capable of exchanyg.
ing broadsides with o regular fiigate, In
fitting out those ships no cost was spared,
the owners knowing that one suceesstul trip
might reimburse all.  Swiftness was the
prime objeet 1o be obtained.  The total
number sent forth, both by Englund and
France, was almost incredible. They prowl-
ed in cvery divection, and the narrow seas
swarined with them.  The luagest and hest
appointed took long sweeps on the main
ocean, to [wll in with homeward or outward
bound ships, under convoy of meivof-war,
aud il not ta ten themselves they hovesed on
the track nud picked up stragglers nnd slow
sailers, .

The British government had no share in
the equipment and adventure ef privateers.
Bat documents have come to light proviug
that in the early perind of the war, French
companies hired vessels from their govern.
ment, The ¢charter-party? stipulated that
the ships were to he completely fitted out by
the government, the freichters providinyg
aud paying the crews,  The cost of re-vietu-
alling and touching at any place to be also
at the charge of the freighters, but the costs
for repuirs to be defrayed by the Republic.

‘I'he net produce of the prizes to be thusdi-
vided: onesthivd to the erew, and o thivd of
the remnining two-rhirds to the Republic,
To show how incorrigible and shatweiess
some ship-owners still ave in deliance of stris.
gent regultions, we many cite the instanes
of w wmember of  Pacliameni, who s
reported (0 have senl out humerous vesseis
lnden with stores for the Southern Conted:
erucy in brezeh of the Queen®s proclamation
of .-ipril, 156, Inthe hot crisis of the
Crimean war, 185455, this person haviny
good ships, lured some of them to povern
ment at high rates (o crry stores and troups.
He had also bad ones, leaky iathe hold, und
lyw between decks.  He obtained an gszo
ciate to act as owner of these unwhoiesowe
hulks. By means best known tu themselves
the old vessels were insured ag first-class, and
they ohtaiued full rates of freizht from the
Admiralty,  Thelr owner combined with
others aud wonopolized all the better ships
in port, or as they wrived from India
and China. e and the combination offired
them to be employed as Lrausports, but at
prices ahsuvdly exteavagant. The machinory
ol extortion was worked in the House of
Commous,  ‘The rmouth-picce of the
ship-owning combibation, o coerce govern-
ment into acceptance of his extortionate
demands, assumed the attitude of indiznuut
virmme., He accused the Admiralty of * cul-
pable neglizence,® ¢criminal ignorance,’
twauton cruelty,” and all the rest of the bud
things implied in phiianthropic siang, in
‘erowding our gallaut soldiers into vesseis
not seasvorthy, foul as tho black bole of
Caicutta I’ (Senztion in the ouse )—
Sir Charles Wood, then Yrst Lovd of the
Anliraity, asked for the nunes of those do-
fective trausport ships, At & subssguent
sitting of the House, vu finding that the

: honorabie member for Humanity declined 10

proceed with a motion of inquiry, heing
conteut, us he said, with havisg directed tho
notice 0: the autborities tu the subject, whose
duty it wos 10 ake the inguiry and apply
the proper remedy ; Sir Charles Wood 8ind,
in that case, he felt it neeessary 10 malke
statement: ¢ Inquiry hud been maude, and
the transports comaplained of were fouud to
be the Jn-operty ot the honorabiec mewber
who had denounced ihem. He bad employed
au nssocivie 10 sign the charter-purty ug
owar, und deceive thy Admirlty Azent,
their apparent object being 10 extuit ex.
travagzant rates of fieights for other vessels.’

I the Crimcan war false pretences were
not exclusively the practice of shipowuners.
Shoes were muade thut melted in a day.
Shoddy cloth took the place of weven wool.
Bules of flaunel shirts and stockings hore
false marks of quality, and of manciactuvers.
Bales did not agree with samples. Grena-
diers ha the option of hosiery made for
drumwer boys, and bad even for huys, or
the privilege of goiug bavefooted. ~Pick-
axes und spades made by the constituents of
Radical Mr. Roebucic, at Suefiield, or Tory
Mr. Nowdigate, in Warwickshire, were so
iiud that they would not evendiy a sufficiency
of graves for the perishing army. And su
was it in the wars of Wellington. That grest
series of combats known as the Buattles of

the Pyrennees, were fought in 1813-14, and...

the rigows of winter cucountered by baif
the British army bavefooted. ¢ The army
has been detained in quarters three moutls
{or the want of shoes,” wrote Wellington ty
the Sceretary of State in 1811, tand now that
we huve had the shoes one week, they are
wom ont, More attention to the honesty of
urmy coutractors and manufucturers, rather
than to theiv politics aud their habits of
cleciioneering for government, would he
trae advautage to this army,” (Colonel Cur-
wood's edition of Wellington’s Despatches.’)
Soisitin America now,and hasheen throuzh
the present war.  The sordid instincty suy
jugste patriotism.  Rebel privateers have
been fitied out in Federal poits 10 prey on
their own commerce,  Frand reigns in all
the depariments, military, naval and com.
missariat. The scldiers encounter winter and
fight battles barefooted. Inlast centary the
chief of the British Commmissarist pilfercd
ono million punnds sterling for himself, and
halt as much for his subordinates in the war
which dismembered the British Empire, and
closed with the advent of the American
Republic.  Ho pilfered so well, so grandly,
and was =0 loyal to George the Third, that
he was made u Buvonet, afterwards a Baron,
his son a Viscount, while his graudson, stilt
living, isun Ewd. In 1he war which will
end; seemingly by o fractwre in that Repub-
lie not to be repaired, the American con:-
missaries and avmy contractors promise to
lse as well endowed by the dismemberin« of
o Republic as that eminent British Logalist
was by the rupture of an Bumpire. ~ The
prolem ef the Chyistian era is not one of
honcur in monwehies, or of virtue in dewce
cracies.  There is o higher issue, and a
Higher Law.
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