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TO ADVERTISERS.

For the benefit of Advertisers, a copy of this journal
is mailed each week to persons mentioned in the
CONTRACT RECORD reports as intending to build,
with a request to consult our advertisement pages and
write advertisers for material, machinery, etc.

Decisions of the Canadian courts in
cases of dispute between architects,
builders, owners and supply firms, are
of particular interest to the readers of this journal. A
knowledge of precedents in cases of this description is
likely to be the means of preventing waste of money
and time in legal controversies. If each of our readers
would contribute to our columns particulars of decisions
in cases of this character with which he may have been
connected or become acquainted, the information will
be gladly published for the benefit of all.

Legal Decisions.

AN impetus has been given to the
ambition of female students of art by
the recent decree of the French gov-
ernment granting women admission to the classes of
the Ecole des Beaux Arts. The decree provides that
sixty female students between the ages of eighteen and
twenty-five shall be granted this privilege atter having,
by preliminary examination, given proof of artistic
The same course of study has been
assigned to women as to men, and until the success or
otherwise, of the new departure shall have been proven
students of both sexes will pursue their studies together.
Should a sufficient number of female students make
application for admission to the school, however, special
accommodation will be provided for them. Women
have already distinguished themselves in the field of art.
With the privileges for study now placed at their dis-
posal, conjoined with their natural adaptability, they
may be expected to achieve greater thingsin the future.

Extended Privileges
for Women.

REerFERENCE was made in these pages
last month to the greatly reduced cost
of building in Toronto at the present
time as compared with a few years ago. While local
circumstances have doubtless had something to do with
changing the conditions in Toronto, a substantial de-
crease appears to have taken place in the cost of build-
ing throughout the United States as well as Canada.
The American Architect, referring to this subject, states
that in 1872 the cost of bricks laid in the wall was
reckoned at $36 per thousand. To-day, with better
materials, the cost is only $15 per thousand. It is
stated that owing to the abnormally low price of ma-
terials at present prevailing, the cost of building is less
on this continent than in Europe, notwithstanding the
much lower scale of wages paid to workmen abroad.
There is good reason to believe however, that prices of

Reduced Cost of
Building.



