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A FAIRY STORY.

"say," suggested one, mi of the griup, asý %\e prdfor
the nîght at the King EdIward, '«tl -irradr eiwk
about our day at Niagaz;ra, auid eal it ' aitv Slory if yu
like!" "No," said anter keep lit foryorCisnaNub,
thouisands more will rnad it then. Ji îlicyv d' it bIhuse it,
that: is no more thâtn méold have hapeuc ilu if \,. liad flot
net gone over there."

It is neot ani easy task t,, put down, iu a paelie surprises
and adts'enîuircs of Novmbe 12h ! iaa fl -o aParty
of eight, bcilig seveni glesîs fil te gideii(, piophrand
friend, whorn me cai:ld Ili, Nil),. lBut tue( atneipî i- worilî
the making, if lit resuit i l n more thaui the frînigu of thec affair,
For some houris, then, ucve were oerve f ail] voljii,
and dîd mnerely whiat wev werev 1Il drlove hcre, akdt.e
clinîbed yonder, ad achur scuemed to doý thc res't wîtit us.ý
After traming uver a prinof the eartlh', crus!, knun a
the County of Welland, C anada, aicres and ac o f à dîrit y glray
rock of Iost fatsecnouwiîchi had beenthe bcl, of
Niagara river, audi( afteri wiuidiig lu and onit nn"t4-anii eni-
gines and drills, craiics aid stone ars asN au aulto winds anîiollg
thec traffic of a crowdeId stret w reachced bull npraydai
What temporary dam?ý tie reador a Tsh'fle tviiiporary da v ofii
the Ellectrical Developinent Cnmipauly ofOlaou hCn-
dian shore of Niagara River.

A terrifie wind wasi bluw)\iug, agatinst iichl it wasý ilicllt
sometimes for a persoui 1) stand up). Ilow moiicli Ilirder wasl, if
to wvalk-gingeriy, as unai.ccusbomelnd and lialifriglîîeuevd people
do-along the giddy footing of that impui)dent (4l of lîmber
and stofle and puddled dlay, withi the anigry Cascade Rapid,
Ieaping ut uls and calling to us: "I ow dikre yon ! We wýilI
sweep you over the Falls, you descrtosyo and ourt pieîîy
dam!1" But along we went, tip toeýiug on1 pius, aki t
stringrs holding ou teoune another wlîeu a strouiger blast nf
wind than usuai came. Wec reaichcd( anîd nioiited ie peri-
manient gathering dam. Thisý massive and snlid struictuire i',
a straight stretch of colîcrete faced witli granite o! say, wlv
and twenty feet depth and widthi, its exterior shape, whecre ex-
posed to the rapids, exhibiting a hunge but graýcefuil cymia recta
curve.

"Look," said the Lauirentin membefir of thle party, "is not
this Stanstead granite ?" And -Mr. Value, flic resident engineer,
told uls th at it was. Great hiardniess is ineeded to resis't the fric-
tion of masses of swift-riinninig water, and this matcrial was
chosen as the mnost available. "And whiat kindç of stone wil be
used for your power-houise ?" somtenne asked HÎs Nibs, who
was everywhere, seeing te everything, and seeming tu bear a
charmed life amnid these scenes o! mechanical distraction antd
bodîly risk. His reply ivas that this had flot been decided uipon.

We must see the whleel-pit, so we were toldl: a great gashi
cut downward in the rock, close to shore, four hundred feet
long and twenty odd feet wide, ini the depthts of which gigantic
dynamos are to revolve and over which the power-house la to
be bult. How Lîiliputiana the men looked, laboring with pick
and drillinl the dripping cave 1ao feet below; how reckless those
who worked on platformns suispended over the verge or swing-
mng lu cages slunig fromi puuleys and wire ropes, dashing downr and up' with the heedless celerity of a Chicago clevator; how
irnysterlous looked, lu the dimness beyond, those huge circular
galleries cut in the rock, galieries that were to, reach unider
grolund and under water two thousand feet to the Horseshoe
Fal But we cotild flot linger here, beiug called ripou, to go
und diress in rubber garb for the trip underground. Thtis trip
-was ou.tlined to ius lu a large and simple way-they are vcry un-
affected folk, these engineera andI contradors-thus: "About
i50 feet down lu a cage, then walk 44o feet east and thenl 700
ieet soulth, along our tunnel." We looked at onle attother. If
any o! uls bad quialms hie did flot dare to say so: our host wouild
be offended, the engineer amutsed, the contracter contempturs.

A "Kicker."
Dalre, did 1 saY? Yes, one of us dared bu be a kicker. This

wais T. P., who biad already hadl enough of latter-day wonders.

REAfJINPO
lIe expiail-id thart luI nri swe, preiitture'ly up'.et, anîd i
ltead, besidcs, w as sliig and shrinkig like ait accordion
(flie resit of ton neiilîitkr initer bbc iiight heforc), that
Sceec %%a, geu.ting eîîtiriy-I lon nrvy lu playing snch fantastic
tnicks becfore inghlit'vn that lie wa, a mnit of the cioset,
net the Cyc\dIopean cave, lu shiort,. thlat lic wýonld sec flie party
participded beoelic weîlit inuder th,> rýis erwiit tent 'here-
fore WvC ieft Ini lu11 theL con)tractnr's laut. It was bld lis after-
ward tuia! wbile we weegone lit cotiversated with theo mcei
.îrotund it was the tînnît ir uplon transcendental pIltilosopiîy,
lte! siipIle inieelanical oerthe situation o!fids itd lthe

reaî i nricits of P.c'hacc>' and Qttcbee builît cigar,. Im-
poshcfor uls tu reue Owli we camne back froîni the, tiîter-
wrda triblute o! adlniiraîtoit for the mnî's plnek, loýt lu re-

ftusinig lu, go, buit iii adntitting that lie %vas afraidl to po witiî
uis. Lut tîtair Ilic sot, as bte TIenneissee girl did, anld te lass
cal nutiher uf thle party plirascd il, e-t ili s~trt4qe cdc15il.
Lîkc tue Baît ii Kil, lic Nva fratikiy and vubya "s erry fear.
fil titan." Bra o! 1%a Pay Ille se cond.L Relinithler for your
condfort wtat 1-ero -;a. s atl,,itit rohustt resolutint snch as
vllurs : "Wliat foes'f lairel w e, lring, aiid Ille lears o! mîani-
kid, 10 Ili wlio 1 1îaîtds iirîitain'. lite Oponlt of ii Coli-

'l'O elle wito lia, beenl down a tîtiie. the trip mie înow iuder-
book)I did ntut sü''ut staritiig It was îtily so îîîaîy feet lu a
quis'ering irlon caedwuwr hrn)tlgh drippiuîg rock, and theni
s0 nîany hnîîdredl fcet pcir sltank's tiane alottg a dry chatnbcr
tîdergrotntd. Titis a ail. But supptîose a green biaud (and

seonte of ils were dvepIy grecit) every joît cf thec cage-every
hlast shot off lu the distanice-ever warniîîg caul of the men
wvlo iookcd like gtnmes iii lthe dtisk of tbe excavatioiî-e'ery
guist of wilîd and spray Iliat dasbcd lime the sauey nîoutb of
Ihat lau -race tuii, sent tremors îiîrough bitît. We were niot
ail imnagiîtative lot, far fromn it, but if we had been, there wouild
have seeuîied additiunai thriiis aiong -the ilerves and chilIs down
tlic spie wbeni we thoniglit o! the rcproacb!ul giatîces of bbe
geîiiti of bbc place, agliast at the profanation of lier bauntsl
this intrusion tipon her privacvI 'fhle girl lu green gossamer,
theC fairy girl, we meart (whi is pictuîred lu icgcnd sud on the
menuis o! the Prospect Hotîse Ilotel), variously knowu as the
Maid of tbe Mist and thc Spirit of Niagara, if lever she eau gel
hold of is Nilis and lls einieers lu their dreanis, she wilt
give tbem a bail quarter of aul hour for their bemnerity

Stumbiing along it bbic occasional dimness o! tItis particular
cbamber o! a North Amecricani Infertilo, encîtmbered with rubber
boots as stif! as a frozeit saili pon a yard, bhinkiîîg of Gray's

Windows filai exclude lthe figb!,
.And vasîagc9 0-at iead to ïnothhrtg,

ont contes suddenly andI with an enormous seuse of incongruîty
lapon a muie's stable lu the rock. This subterrancan brute,
munching away a! his or hier itay, tuirns a calm eye lapon the
amazed intruder front the upper air, as much as to say: "Hello I
Clark Russell, junior, where are you front? Did the Russian
naval caution biow you over bere from the Dogger B3ank of tbe
North Sea with your heavy-weather fishirtg togs ou? Have yoît
got a certiftcate of sanity f rom bbc Dominion authorities, and a
permit from bbe Ontario Goverument? If înot, you had bebter
go home." The Crow's Nest delegate, wbo îa uised to cataclysms
of nature, since bie lîves baîf his life niear Frank, Alberta, coin-
metîts as he goes along the narrow way, uapon shale, conglom-
craIe, seepage, ventilation,- 'wîding up with a reminiscence of
his church-going or collegc-going days about somebody or
something "casting a dim, religious light." Once lu bbc main
tunnel, a thirty-foot circle, Lte roof timbered as if it had te
support the nether world, the aides, if a cîrcie can have aides,
as rocky-rugged uow as tbey wili be smooth when finished lu
cernent and brick, we walk up stream, feeling bte drill con-
cussion o! the rapids overhcad andI heaning, as lu a conch-
shell, the rush of tbc Falls, tbat so entrancedl Dickenîs and se
arouised the cloquence of poets without number. "Ware car 1"
andI our stalwart Nor' West member takes a world-compeliing
eide sbep te bris left andI lu silence drags a dazcd scribe with
bim ont of bbe way o! a tramn-car fulIl of mnaimed and dese-
crated paleozoic rocks.


