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CROF CONDITIONS.

The week lias been characterized by generally cool ý
weather and showers or heavy tains over Ontario gener-
ally. And in <Quebec there have bcen here and there raina
which were welcome. In Ontario the crops look well as
a rale, in Quebec, the hay and oats, which were suffering
long from drouglit, have benefited by this mnonth's rains.

In Manitoba and the Territories the prospect con-
tinues good. Wiring from Winnipeg at noon yesterday
our correspondent says. "The weather during the first
half of the week ending to day was very cool, with showers
in mnany localities. The last few days have been very
warm and dry. While there bas been plenty of rain
generally, yet some points would like more moisture,
though it is nowhere very badly needed. The plant ail]
ov-r is strong and healthy-in m îny cases standing 18 to
24 inches highj."

CANADIAN AGENTS ABROAD.

A discussion of decided interest to people in Canada
took place among the council of the Chamnber o! Commnerce
in Birmingham the other day. Lt concerned the bus:iness
relations of manufactuirers in that city in particu-Latr ai o!
Britishi exportera in geneial witli the Canadliin Dominl1lion.
And it %va,, piactical to a dugr(e. To Mr. 1'. Bý. 1bal, "who
went to I3irminghamn in April as one o! the, coîm-cial
agents for Canada, belongs the credit of hiaving arolused
not Only the attention but apparently the real îinterest of
an influentïal gathering of merehants and mlanulfact i-crrs.
1Mr. Bail is a business mani with business meîýhods, lms
,bought goods as well as sold themn, in Canada, and shows
has fliness for the position lie fils by the attention he
cornmnanded, on behalf o! this country, among a group of
Englishi business men who do not spend their time over
trifies.

He instanced (we quote from the Birmingham Post of
june i ith) l "the absolute indifférence or ignorance which
prevailed as to the preferential tarif" gîing British goods
enîry to Canada at one-third less customs duty than those
of any other country. And then lie gave instances of the
enornious disproportion in the quantity of goods made
largely in Birinighami and sold to ýCanada as compared
with simuilar gooida sold to Canada by makers in other
countries. of guns, for example, Canada imported
,S257,ooo) wotth in '()02. Only $24,ooo worth of these
were [romi Great B)rit;in, while $55,00o wortli camne from
Belglium and S153,000 worth [romn the United States. 0f
pockeî knives, so 1l'argely made in Sheffield, and which that
town us"e 1 to supply the Canailian market wiîhl enîirely,
Canada bought last, year more frorn Germany than she did
fromi G reait l3riain. And of brasa goods, whieh Canada
imiported to the value O! $506,o0o in ýIgO2, the United
States supplied $426,ooo worth and Great Britain only
$89 000 worth.

This state of things, Mr. Bail said, and he is not far
wrong, for it applies to many other fines than metal goods
-a entiiely the British manufacturiers' own fault. The
Briton will not take the pains to make goods to suit the in)ar-
ket, as the Germian and the American will. Hiaif a dozen
gentilen prestm at the nîeetiig gave explanations tbro-
ing the blamie upon, fieîghts, upon the n rearness of the
States, or upoîi the action of Our Governnient in pî'otecting
our owvn maýnuificiturers ; but at least two of them, Mr.
HuIs and Mr. Mit( hell, admnitied that the instances givenl
by Mr. Bail were ty pical and thiat there bad been ap ithy
ainong Britishi export mnakers. Prof. Ashley, fornierly of

Toronto University, blamed the mutual ignorance of the
Mother Country and the daughter country of eacli other,

An înteresîng feature of the meeting wvas the an-
nounicement by the Chairman, Mr. H. C. Field, that the
Chamber had appointed 21 O! its members to serve on a
comfmittee to discuss the report upon recent suggestions of
Mr. Chamberlain as to the adoption of a system of pi-e-
ferential trade with the colonies. Mr. Bail lias succeeded
in overcoming the indifference o! at least.some of the Bir-
mingham merchants with respect to trade with Canada.
While modestly sayirig that lie had not been sent to Eng-
land to teacli theni anything, and that lie had not been
sent merely to assist the sale o! Canadian products, lie still
thouglit there was something wrong in the disproportion-
ately sinall, quantity o! Britishi goods tliat came to Canada.
And lie added that Ilthe Britishi manufacturer is tlie beat
mianufacturer in the world, but lie is a very bad trader."

SENSIBLE, NO T INDISCRIMINATE, CHARITY-

This city of Toronto has perhapos mort benevolent
societit>', hýomes, committees, institutionîs, to the acre than
any city in Amii(rca. This seems-it certainly sounds-
at first likr a good thing; but to mnany thoughtful people
it is an undesirable tliing, for the reasons that it results in
the overlapping o! cliarities, the consuruÎng of murli noble

sef acifceto nu purpose, and the waste o! monrey
wjihotit dure resîilt. Business inen ar-e solicited, mnh
aifter mnonth, tu give money or merchandise to so mnany
différent philanthropie projects that it is little woider if
they rebel. after a certain number of contributions, and
say: IlWe ca!inot give to everytlîing "; and although
they may not always say it, we are convinced that tliey
think something like this: "lThere is waste and bad
management gt ing on, aîid the so-called unfortunate poor
are being coddled." StilI the fact remains that there are
people in our rnidst whu) really need to lie helped. people
whose miafortunes are flot aIl their own fault, people who
with timnely lieJp may turn out to be producers and good
citizens. An effort was ruade a year or two ago by n'eans
o! what was called the Associaied Charities to svstematize
the giving o! charitable relief in such a wvay as to save
bolli mpney and effort froni being thrown away. Buit-it
now appears that the National Societies and other
charities said, or thought, that the Associated Charities
was comnpetîng iih therii instead o! aimiîng to assist them,
and a weil-mecant effort mnet wvith poor rLspunse.

\Vithout seckingl to depreciaie thu( ais or th)- workç
o! other bodies operating in a humane dirtction, wve wish
to say a gcod wvord for the Prisoniers' Aid Ass,,ciation,
whose afin it is to looki after persons, ineni or won' ri, who
are returned to the wurld xýith a prsntaînt îîponj i]lî.
People instinctively suspeýct sucli pe-rsonis an, iavuýd ihurm,
and 'no \oiider. Buit their c.i'ýes wiIl bear thin1kiig over
for a minute or two. Mu-t they be returrned to titiL. ranks
o! tlie untimpl,,ye, the iawbîcakers, the vicions? Cali
tliey flot lie niad,., somne o! themr at leastl.aiig foik
by kindness and care?1 And is flot a litile symlpatthy,
littie inoneY, %veIl spent in tliîe t-filt ? We haveo heard
wilih extremne iuîterest o! cases wýhere this ass_,ociatioii lias
kiodly taiken hold o! mnen who lîad gon,- to gaol for a first
offeie anid las miade thei valuible: citizenls, and or niany
cases where girls and youn3g wýomen have be brmulit
back into \vays of decexîcy and truthi. It is pleasiýng to
find, in the' re-port o! Mrs. Beliaîiv\, %wlîo visiîs t!w aol and
refoiinatory twice a wveck, tlîcý tollow,%inig /îcîi4dtu
passage : -"We are giving moi u o! Our timie, enui gy and
strength to help young girls imnprisoncl for VaFIOuIS
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