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WATERLOO.
NAPOLEON'S LAST CAMPAIGN.

]Lecture Delivered by Captain A. H. Ljee, R. A., in the IlVictouia
Rlges"IlÂrmory Rail, Friday Evening, Nov. 22nd, 189)5.

l'ho ieetire MS'as Illuistrated i'hroughout 1)y Nutierous i M)tatim, ha~mi

liotog ritpli e lcIew'iii hrown ucm[lhe Seroon l'y a Sterool)t.lcott.

LADiiEs AND GJ-.NTI£NlliiN - Ou tlhe
last occasion that I lad [lie bonor of
addressing you lu this hall, I took as
ny subject [le lstest of illustrations of

the Art of War, tbe great strugghe ia[ely
concluded betweeu japan and China.

On [bis occasion I Ro back eigbty
yer for my subject, but mauy [imes
elgbty years may pass before [lie fameoftbis greatest of ail campaigus in tbe
worid's history cesses [o be of live iu-
terest [o the citizens of [the great British
empire, or indeed to [the whole buman
race. Its resuit invuived the peace and
prosperity of the whoie civilized world,
and, as bas so allen been said, had it
ended otberwise tban it did, [hue whîole
map of Europe would have had ta lie
changed.

Neyer lias any canuipaigu raised sucb
a stormn of con[roversy, anud sucb an
avalanche of literature, legends aud lies,
as [bis one of Waterloo, and [the subject
is one of sucb vast magnitude [bat it is
impossible for me to attemp[ [o niore
than lightly sketch lu its main features,
withiuth[lilmits of [hee [mie at nîy dit-
posai this eveuiug.

I propose, however, to endeavor [o
've yon lu the frst place a brief and
airly lucid summary of the actual

eveuts, as they are now establîsbed lu
tbe clear light of actual bis[ory, sud
undistorted by the higb passions of the
moment; sud iu the second place, 1
propose ta gîve yon soine ides, pic-torialiy, of the nature of tbe country
over wbicb this mighî[y struîggle wss
enacted, sud [lis I amn enabled to do by
means of actuai photograplis. Tlhis sunu-
mer I spent several days going carefully
over the wbole coun[ry of thîe canîpaigri
and the varions bqttlefields, and [ook
photograplis of ail points of iîîterest.
And these are especially instructive be-
cause the country preseuts almost ex-
actly the saine appearauce now as then,
sud it is possible to recognize alnxost
every building and festure of grouud
that played any part in tlie events of tlie
great drama of xSS.

The naine of Waterloo is in uost
people's minds uîerely associaýed witli
a gorgeons bloody battle whicli took
place on a Sunday morciug in june,
betweeu [he Freucli and [ie Euglish,
with a Prussian aruîy camiug lu vaguely
somnewhere. Itvery scbool chuld knows
how thie duke said, -"Up guards, sud at
'em !"1 (wbichlihe did't), and liow [lie

imerial guard cried proudfly [bat "Tbe%
(lied but neyer surreudered " (wbidb
tbey did); but few people seem [to ex-
ercise their minds as [o bow or wiiv
these varions armies met ou [bis par-
ticular point on [bis particular day, sud
it is on these points [bat 1 propose first
to touch.

It will not lie possible for nie lu do
more [han [o tond h igh[ly oun[the politi-
cal situation [bat precedeil sud led up
[o the actual hostilities, but thxe origin
of [the campaign was briefly [bis:

Napoleon had beeu banisbed to hElba
in 1814l but fronu[hiat conveniemît point

of observation kcpt a watchful evC 0o1

the state of France. Ten nionthîs of
Bourbon rule, characterized by blunder-
ing harshness whieh exasperated tlhe
entire people, were sufficient [o throw
[bis volatile nation into a state of fer-
ment again, aud Napoleon's opportuni[y
bad corne. He was not slow to perceive
and seize it. He knew [bat the army,
whose idol lie had beent for nearly
twenty years, was at heart stili devoted
[o huun, and only needed bis preseuce to
cast off their allegiance to [the despised
Louis XVIII. As Napoleon himself
said at [bis period, -"Our victories and
misfortuues have established between
me and tlie armuy an indestructible
bond ; with nie alone cau the army
obtain once more vengeance, power, and
glory," sund again he proclaimed his
mission in these words, «' 1 caused tlhe
nîisfor[unes of France, I ough[ [to repair
[ hem. "

With this philanthropic object ini view
Napoleon secretly left Elba on Feli. 26,
1815, accompanied by the faithfül î,ooo
guards wbo had acconipauied him in bis
exile; aud successfully evading [lie
guard sbips, landed near Cannes on
March i. HIe at once marcbed on Paris,
the army everywhere fiockiug [o bis
standard as fast as tbey were dispatched
to oppose and capture hlm. Nay, 'ILe
braves des braves," wlîo had warmily
approved the restoration of [he Bour-
bons, aud wbio before sallying ont at thie
head of his army corps to arrest Napo-
leon, kissed Louis' baud aud prouiised
[o briug Napoleon back in an I'iron
cag'!." was one of the first to desert andi
join hlm. Aller tbis act of treachery it
can hardly be a miatter for surprise [bat
lie was shot as a traitor, wbeu captnred
after [the battle of Waterloo. Napoleon
eîîtcred Paris on March 2otb (Louis hav-
iug fled north the previous day), and lie
at once commenceci to organize his gos'-
ernitient and bis ariuy. His first at-
[empt was to gain time by opeuiug nego.
tions with the European powers, but
these with one cousent refused ta recog-
niize or comnmunicate with hlmi, aud lus
courtiers were turnied back at the fron-
tier. He was unanimnously declared [o
bave destroyed the only egal titie ta
which lie owed bis political existence,
to bave placed hiniseif outside [he pale
of the law, and that [here coulîd le
neitlier truce nor peace withi hinu. Tite
proclamation of the Vieuna convention
concltided, "The powers in consequence
declare tbat Napoleont Bonaparte is
placed beyoud the pale of civil and
social relations, ani [bat as a conmmun
eecmy and disturber of [tie peace of the
world lie bas delivered hinîiself over in
public justice."

And thiese were no idle threats, for on
blarch 25t11, Great Jritain, Russia, lits-
tria, and Irussia signed a [reaty bindiuîg
tbemselves [o provide i,5o,ooo imen eacli,
aud [o devote their entire resources to
wiping Napoleon out of existence. As
usual, hîowever, Euglaud liad [o supply
nust of thic real sinew- of war, andi 1w-

side her own expenses she contributed
no less than eleven millions sterling to
th friends of the allies in 1815. With
great celerity the convention of the
powers drew up their plan which was
b efly to converge on Paris from al

points of the French frontier with enor-
mous armies, and to crush Napoleon lie-
tween thern. It was resolvea to form
four great armies, over 700,000O strong in
all, and sucli an array of force bad neyer
before in the history of the world been
put into motion for one object.

With marvellous energy Napoleon ap-
plied himself to the not reassuring task
of organizing bis forces to meet this ter-
rible aggregation of fées, but bis previous
20 years of war had drained the very life-
bîood of France, whose inanliood had
been literally deciiatedl, and in spite of
bis alnîost superlinnian exertions for [lic
three uiontlis following bis escape front
lelba. lie ouly succeeded in getting to-
gether a force Of 277,000 regular troops,
of which less than 200,o00 were available
for an offensive campaign. These cam-
paigning troops were, however, nearly
ail veterans, full of enthusinsin, and of
the finest possible quality. In fact they
probably formed the most hiorogeneous
and efficient force of its size that lie had
ever conimanded. It will of course lie
evident that with this number lie couldl
flot expect to successfully await the on-
slaught Of bis 700,000ofoes, though great
his valor and genius, but bis chance lay
in the fact that the vast hosts against him
were nîuch scattered and unprepared, and
ruiglit be attacked singly before the
others could corne up. If then lie could
throw al lbis weiglht on the nearest arnîy
and gaini a great victory, lie iiglit bte
able to conclude an advantageous peace
with the Coalition, secure recognition of
lus sovereignty, and preserve France
front invasion. He therefore decided to
attack bis most threatening foes, Wel-
lington sud Blucluer, (commaudine the
British and Prussian arniies in Belgium),
first. and hoped by defeating them to
realp the riclicst results.

From a strategic point of view lie hoped
to take advantage of their extended sud
weak front, to drive his armny ike a
wedge iu betweeu theni, pushing themi
apart aud defeatiug theui separately by
alternate blows, and then seizing Brus-
sels. The Beltgans wvould thien, lie hoped,
rally to bis si de, snd another stride would
take him to the Rhine, where he conld
base bimself anew, and bc on the flank
of the allied aruiles as [bey advanced inito
Franice.

Fronu a political point of view, lie
reckoned as a probable result that the
defeat of Wellington would entail [lie
fal of the British ministry, which would
lie replaced iy [the peace party, sud the
war would lie ended at one stroke.

0f course tiiere was no disguising the
fact [bat lie wvas in a desprrate situation
witb overwheluiing odds agaiust hlmi,
but like tlie desperate gambler that lie
was, lie wvas determiued to risk ail on tlie
last tlirow, and this being admitted, his
scbeme was a most brilliant aud daring
one.

His first steps in carrying it out were as
follows:

H-e first threw an almost inipenetrable
screen round lus frontier and every Ont-
let was miost strictlv guar<led, so [bat thie
allies shotuld bc unable to discover bis
movemeuts. He [lien v'ery rapidly con-
centrated nearly 130,000 men bebînd the
chain of nortliern fortresses, sud between
the rivers Samîbre aud Meuse.

Napoleon left Paris for tbe front ou
Juue i2th, and the concentration was
coniplete on011 4tb. His army, splen.
didly, equipued in every detail, now con-
Siste(l Of 128,000 Mxen, Of Whonu 22,000
we.ie cavalry, with 3.14 glins, and it wss
secretly drawii up close [o [lie frontier.
AUl wrs now ready for his destiued swoop
to separate WVelliugtou aud Bhucher.

Let us turu to the latter aud see how
tbey were posted at titis nîotiterit. They


