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AMHERST N.S.
A numberof persois, interested 4'1 iippoyjp kanshipwih

.t Ç2l haéo~iie lecl, it he. follow.ing.oficçrs, ,Mar
Chuicb, pýîî'_ent ; Lt.-Col, Mk. B. Ha'rinsp'n,. i.icepresident;

orj.'A érf Black, secretary R. H. Tremaine
mitte cosist of heseoffieys , .treasurer,.Th

Mfc ve commitecnit ftee âçM. and apt , Jeptha ga~r-
~D *.B tti, D-r. Dobson, ûLieut. R.'; Soy. ri'D. lss ylw
~~<ase.The presideit .-ad Çapp. -Harrison were appointed to

ror on aranige. Mim'bershi îp. i4 open tocmale residents of the counity,
z I& years of age, on *being recq'mmeîpded bytwô members, accepted

byao, aJ ar n do1r. The rIës for shooting are' those.of
ti .i. S.: P* > ti ne.edrovincial R. A. Lti nd to bave montbly shooting

.lltçhes dur!ing the season. .. The expenses "of the club ge to bl1me-tby
,c c1 ebèrpyin $z a year and25c. .for each'shooting, wheiherhe
take part therein or ri<.

"The V. S. Gazette of March. .zgth Liu prins the following, which
certinly speaks for itself -. .

Toctals of 44 shoots laist . season by. Sèrgt. Fjilton, .(,.,Queenfs
W tinsîer. Volunùteer positions'. and wÏotstrikiing Ôut a sineba
score.

88 92 95 84 96 97 9493 98 9X 90.88 93
94 94 80 92 9, 87 86 91 88 94 87 96 94
88 96 90 80 91 87 89 96 93 87«95 89 92

90 9593 97 91
Average, 91.5.

MORE ABOUT THE NEW RIFLE.
An 'official army order gives ail the details of the mechanismn of the

-hew, magazine rifle .with which.the armny is to be supplied. - The weigh,,
with magazine empty, is 9 pounds 8- ounces, the- niew sword'- bayonet,
15 î52 oiices, the scabbard 4Y4 ounces, the magazine, when filled with 8
.caytidges, X3 ounces. The length Of the rifle is 4 feet i inch, and the
sword bayonet i foot 4 inches,

. The magazine consists of a sheet-steel-box. inserted fro r under the
body in front of the trigger-guard through an Ôpening i nthe body. It is
held inposion by a spring in the body engagipg in a rnotch on the
magazine. Lt will, coiftain eigbt cartridges, and mnay be filltd when in
Position in the ride or when detacheâ*lby inserting the cartridges one by

M A'~ ttêbtoï ôfhe m~agazie presses upward a movae
pltf~r orcibgý the coluimn of caridgês also, for'ward. *A "1cut-off"' is

14ted to the right side of th~e body, w."hicb, when pressed inward, stops
the supply of cartrldges ferm the magazine, so, that the armn may tben'be
used as a single loader. When the Ilcut-oif" is pulled out, the lower
edge of- the boit, on being drîven forward, engages the top edge of the
uppermost cartridge in the magazine and forces it into the chamber, and
. 9,q hnti the magazine is emptied. The magazine can be renoved by
pressing a sinal lever inside the trigger-gpard.

brine maaizie is attached to each rifle, being secured from los s by a
thain-link. - A spàre magazine is also issued witb each atm. The stock,
Ikë that of- the Martini-Henry rifle, is in two pieces, the fore end and
the ýbutt. Under the hinder part of the small of the butt is a projection
forming a so-called Ilpistol-grip.> The butt is secured to the body by a

stock-boit." The butt plate is fitted witti a trap giving access to the
unoccupied portion of the stock-boit recess, which is arranged to contain
ari ou 'bot;le and a jag.

.1Thé rifle is proyicjed with two sets of sighti. The îoreýigbt and the
backsigbht are fix ed i thé usüaàl positrion o -th iir'e. Thé foresigbt is
a square block, with a-vertical cut through it, showing a fine line of
lig t. Aim is'take .n by fitting this square in a corresponding square
* »4tcl in the backsight, so that lipes of Iýgbt of equal. wid'th may be seen
on'edth side of it, and aligning théi e cen tiai Unm"e ôf light on the point to

~ i.The lowest or Ilfixed tight -- is that for 3oo yards. Using this
sîiiht-'4a head and shoulder figdre can be bit at any distance between 375
aitid' 3d'yards, while a six-foot figure can be bit up to about Soo yards,
witholat in eitber case aiming off the figures. The highest graduation is
Idr ioo yards., The rifle is also fitted with extreme range sighits. The
fronrsight, wbich is called the dial sight, is graduated fromn i,8oo yards
UP té 3,500 yards. There are two kinds of ammunition pouches, one

-holding forty rounds and the other fifty. The cartridge is made of solid
*drawii brass and is charged wîtb ordinary gunpowder pressed into the
formi of a pellet, with both ends sightly rounded.-fanchester Guardian.

It *seems to be decided that the Duike of Cambridge will shortly
relinquish the position of Commander-in-Chief of the British Arniy, and
it is stated tbat Queen Victoria wilI not exercise the prerogative of
appointing her son by patent, and that the Duke of Connaught will be
ina4& General Commanding in-Chief for a termn of Aive years, with pro-
-vfions in a royal warrant which may be held to give that term adfnt

ýT,

* This Pl'e doesnt necessril via e e is expressed il correspondence publishod in it
coluns "the use of which is fi-p-dy grùted tow*dterson topics of intemet to the Mlitia.1

THE QUEEN'5 OWN RIFLES 0F CANADA REVOLVER AS5PCIATI1qN4
EDITOR MlLiTiA GAzÉrrE,--For.many years. the rfécèssity ôf havidg

such an association in connection with -the regiment'bas been appirent,
-but. until the present there have. been-.difficulties. in the way.' The lst
three years have -given an immense impetus to, rifle and, revolver sbdotù*g
amongst.the "lboys in green," and the- shooting contingent is ndw s0
large that samething bas to be done té fill up the gap between ransý on
the commons on Saturday afternoon. To those wbo aré unacquùânted
witb the method of firing at tbe. diffèrent ranges, it may be. i '- ï- ting
to know that when'a man bas fired at the first range he -bas about. Li
h our to wait before -he, cani begin at the next, as his comrades - have .to
finish, so at the three distances he will have about. two. hours -on**-M
hands, and to utilize this time is partly the object of the new associlien.
.But another, and not by any means less important object, -is to -furzish. a
sôurce of amusement to those officers- and men Wbo, pot beung.Frie
shots, are attracted to the commons ihrough interest in their côni5anréd,
and to those who happeii to reach the ranges 'too late for the regular
practice. But to the officers more especially does this n'ew depàftûre
open up a field for instruction, and presents a pastime as attractive
and scientific as ever rifle sbooting bas been. There cani be feév officers
wbo do flot know the value of a revolver when it cornes té dlose quarters.
In fact, their very existence migbt depend on having 'and knowing hôW
o use one.

Lt has been decîded to open the association to members «. the
regiment only, and ti-e entbusiastic meeting in the orderly rooim on
Thuisday, Ayril 3rd, shows the feeling of the officers and men on the
subject. Lt wiIl be seen frorn the personnel of the' staff of the niê*
association that these are workers, no less than four of them having held
previously offices of an equally important nature in connection with
rifle associations. .Capt. H. M. Pellatt, donor of the handsome trophy
for rifle shooting, is president (that means another trophy.) -Lieut. M.
S. Mercer, the indefatigable secretary-treasurer of la#t year>s rifle ýcom-
mittee, vice-president; Corp. W. S. Duncan, 32 King street we@t,
secretary treasurer. The executive committée are : Lieut. J. F. Crean,
secretary-treasurer lor Regimental Rifle Committee, 1890; Staff-Sërgts.
W. Ashall .and. W. Harp. The secretary-treasurer will be plekàed to
accept challenigès fromn any of the outside revolver associations. -

W. S. DU~NCAN,
_________________ Secy.-Treas.

Losses in Battie Compared
- At the battie of Ligny, botb victois and vanquisbed suffered a tosý of

over 25 per cent. of their total numbers, in an action whicb lasted frp
2 P. m. to 9 P. m. aypproximately. That implies that at the end o*f the
day some 50,000 killed and wounded covered the area on which the
fighting toQk place. Let us compare this battle, one of the bloÔ%fJisr
but certainly not the bloodiest of the many that took place during the
Napoleonic era, with tbe very bloodiest fighting of aIl which bas ocýùrièd
since the introduction, oftthe breech-loader, and between the game naioëns
an essential factor to be borne in mind: we allude to the battie of «Viofi..
ville. Ln this action, which began at 9 A. m. and lasted till late into the
night. 58,ooo Germans of aIl arms fought against 9,5.000 French-
and lost, the Germans 22 per cent, of their sirength and. the
French 13 per cent. of their strength. In these figures the troops
present on the field but flot engaged are included, whereas. at Ligtny
practcally ail the men on the ground were on botb sides brought, into,
action. Now, the real strain on the discipline and endurance of the
troops depends on the rapidity witb which. the losses are suffered, wi 'th
the closeness with wbich dead and wounded lie, and witb the ghastly
nature of the wounds inflicted. At Ligny the losses could only be inflic ted
during the short space of time ini which the attacking troops were passing
over the narrow stretch of fire-swept ground, a stretch barely ohe..tentb
the width of that the Germans had to cross at Vionville. Almost the
whole of the loss was suffered on an area about two miles long and bàÏely
a quarter of a mile broad. In other words, some 50.000 dead and dyiing
were piled together on hall a square mile of ground; whereas at Vionville
the dead and dying were distributed over an area eigbt by two, and thèse
men were killed mostly hy small bore rifle bullets or fragments of sheil,
instead of being mowed down by solid shot and 14-bore balîs. But the
strain on the troops is ultimately produced by the horror of what the
men see around them. There can be no doubt that the field of Lipy
was a far more vîvid presentation of bell upon earth than any of the figbts
of the Iast war. Yet the steady old shoulder-to shoulder discipline stocdd
at on both sides, for neither was demoralized at the close of the day,
whereas both French and Germans had about reached the end oft1iiîr
tether as night fell on August x 6. -Anny and NavyGzte


