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FRANCE.
Never, perhaps, since humai thoughts have

been wafted on the wings of lightning through
space, have the magie wires thrilled tvhtt such
important 'events as at the preserit time. Every
day, every bour, brings something to brighten or
darken the political horizon, and make it as
changeful as the chequered skies of the present
season. Constantly fluctuating between hope
and fear, the public mmd bas had no interval of
calm since the opening of the year ;'but this fe-
verish anxiety cannot last any longer. Diplomacy
is now playing te last act of its rather compli-
cated comedy, and the ',denouencnt may, and
must be, expected every hour. Important changes
are said to have taken place in the situation titis
week. Prussia no longer stands aloof, and Ger-
mnany, afier displaying grent enthusiasm for Aus-
tria, begmns to make lier conditions. Russia, it
is affirmned, La isc ioined to join with Prussia
and England, ta obtain, if possible, an amicable
arrangement of the question at issue. The part
France lias taken, bas, in my opinion,, been mis-
understood not only in England but in Ireland.
She is now accused of entertaining ambitious
views of future conquest, concealed under am-
biguous and changing language-of having be-
come too reserved and prudent after havmng been
the cause of the conflagration in Italy. What
in reality is her position ? A war, such as Europe
never witnessed, is threatening, imminent. Sue
bas pledged herself to protect Piedmont, but the

Government does not find that the nation re-
sponds to the sympathy displayed in favar of an
armed intervention in Italy. Without w-ithdrav-
ing their promise to Piedmont, they perutly
await the iarch of events and decline the grave
responsibility of beginning the conflict. WitM
nu ally on whiose good faiti sie can confidently
depend-tvith a terrible precedent in history be--
fore lier eves, France has refused, and wit rea-
son, to be le it ito nacts of Qtmxoic chivalry,
which might iot onily prove fatal to herself, but-
te the country he is anxious to protect effec-
tiely. Wien the signal cotîes, ani coine it
must soon--hlien ithe terrible enz avantis souid-
ed froin t itrumipet of war, France will be
found, ag'ainst no matter wliat foes,ready to take
her place anid if ntot hei first in the field, shel
ivil be tie last ta leave il. Nor is ai just to ac-
cmîse her of having alone nspired Italy with
hopes o ind 1eIdence. A few vwords m ithe
Speech of a Monarchu, anid the iariiage of a
Prince, have not alone heen the cause' o fme
present agitationi m that country. Englad, wu-ho
now prudently, except as far as Rame nud Na-
pies are contcerned, seemus imdiferent, contributed 0
far more iian France did, in encouraging Lo-
bardy to throw of the yoke of Amustria. As to
the actumal stae of things ail is confusion, con-
tradiction, mncertainty. Last ight it vas af-
firmed that Auistria and Piedmont had consented
to remove their troops ten leagues froiu their re-
spective frontiers, and that sonie hopes of an ami-
cable arrangement was possible. Your Phonixt
Trials have been follotwed here with more inter-t
est thain you wouid imagine. Te wny justice s
adminitered La Ireland, and the money oflered by
the Goveriment[ or the blacket and basest of
all infamy, was universally condemned. The
episode of the Pike crented great amusement,
owing paracularly to t e ta tîat tle ward was
by sone translated by the name of the fish,
" brochet," and by othters by the namne of that

obsolete tweapon," La pique." M'any were the f
comments made on the effect produced by such d
a bloodiess weapon. The Attorney-General i-t
troducing u the mysterious box and] unveili'g nt
due lime ils terrible contents, ias been compared
to Marc Antony showing the body of Cesar
after "1 Cmsars vesture wounded," and with a 

slight chaige on the verse made ta say- ,,
"lHere is itself, anle, as vou sec, by traitors.

How sucli an absurd bathos could have been se-
ricusly made the Il piece de resistanrice" of a trial

bas caused as muchi astonisiiment abroad as it lias, s
no doubt, at ihome.--Paris Correspondentas qf3
the Evening News.

HoPEs OF PEACE.-Of the interview be-

tween the Emperor and Lord Cowley, says thet
Tites correspondent, I can give no details ; but
the fact wliichi prncipaly concerns us is tuat
there is a very reason ta believe that peace wil
be mnaiataned. The French Enmperor now knowst
alil bis Austrian brother will concede, and is said
to be satisfied. I shouid not like to raise hopes
of an exaggerated nature ; but I cannotd o other-
wise than assure you that at the preseut hour
there are grounds for believng that the danger
of war has passed away, and thus the ardent
wishes of the F rench people su far satifie-.-
Whethber the solution cf the " Ialian question"
will be by. means ai a conigress an sema oter
pacific machtinery. I tio not yet kncow, but settle
how it may, I believe thme pence cf Europe willi

ne adisturbedi for lthe present by France. I
learn that an aide-tie-camp af Prince Napaleon
left Paris on Fritday for Nice or Turin ; that thec
Prince himself desiredi to go, but the Emperor ,
set bis face against it. What w-as thte mission
emntrusted te bis agent I annotl say., but Islteoud
not be surprised if Lt w-as ta prevent the Pied-
monitese freom perpetrating somte egr-egious piece
cf folly at this critical marnant.

The followingL isme letter et lte T'imes Paris
cor-espondent, daltd 24thm Match:-

" The adhtesion of Austria te the proposed
Cotigress for the sattlemnenl t ofime Italian ques-
tion is certain. It mightt, thterefore, be sup-
posed tat the Pienipotentiaries werea about toa
enter ont business, anti thte proper seat of themr-
debiberations selectd. I believe a goodi deali
has ta he donc befote wre arrive at tat stage of
thte preiminar> ruoceedinîgs. The question raiseti
about te admission of Sardinia te a place ma thec
Congress baus, for instance, to be settied. Aus-
tria, possibly, is opposed to that admission ; but
I believe it is certain that the Emperor Napo-
leon supports Sardinia, though the Mllloniteur an-
neunced his acceptance to the proposition eman-
ating froim Russia without reference to Victor
Emmanuel. It is not easy to see on what
ground Piedmont justifies lier ,demand to take
part in the Congress. The quarriel between Aus-
tria and Piednont is not, ostensibly at least, on
tie cession of the Lombardo-Venetana terrntory
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to Victor Emaininuel, but, abàutce'rtain - privtie
conventions which Austria bas wit lotier Italian
States, exclusive of the treaties of 1815, and,
which · gave her an undue influence in Central
Italy menacing to the independence of Pied-
mont. No Government, I belheve, bas formally
calied upon Austria te abandon her Italian pos-
sessions for the benefit of lier neighbor. The
States of Centrall ialy only have a direct and
immediate interest in the abrogation of such con-
ventions, and in strict justice tey luive a inuclu
better riglt to be repiresented in the Congres
than Piedmont. When ithe French Emperar
demands the admission of Piedmont, why does lie
not require Naples, the Roman States, Tuscany,
and the test to sit im an assembly whici ais charged,
as we are toLid, with regulatrmg the affairs of Italy,
for assuredly Piedmont is not serious wvhen she
pretends ta represent the whole of the Peninsu-
la? One might understand the e aim o fPed-
mont if she prayed ta b relieved fron hlie bur-
den of holding Genoa and the other territory
givei and secured ta lier by the treaties of 1815.
la the meantime you nay depend upon it tha.t
M. Cavour dvili create obstacles both here and
in Turm to the pacifie settlement of this ques-
tion. Ingenuity wii be exhausted to impede the
Congress, and even te prevent its meeting at ail
se long as there is a chance of a pacifie settle-
ment i and every instrument, every agency, how-
ever base, wli be set te tvork ivith that object.
An insurrection in soie Italian State, a forced
collision with the Austrians-everything wil ho
turned ta accoui ta promote the extravagant
ambition of one man, and light up a conflagration
in Europe. I think it riglit to notice a runor
afloat for the last few days, but for the purpose
of expressing my disbelief in it. It is te the
effect, that another private circular lias been re-
.ently sent froi the Ministry of the Interior te

tlie Prefects of departments, instructing them ta
cause the newspapers under their control ta pre-
pare the publie mmd for the probability of a de-
claration of war. I repeat I attach little or rto
credit ta this ruior, because hlie date attributed
te the circular (seven or eiglht days ago) coin-
cides wvith that on w-hici bite Firenci Govern-
ment mustb ave knovu n gagood deal about flictre-
suit of Lord Cotwley's mission. It is not ta be
believed that ftic Minister would have taken such
a ste i at te cvery momennt matters tere assumn-
ing a pacibie turn. Another fact equally strange,
adti w-hici I mention oni account of the source
frim wiich it is said to eman;ate, is, lhat, not-
writhstanding tc warlike sentiments attributtei ta
Prince Napoleon, his lItmperial Highîness has very
recenmyl,- writtein to Turim exhortng X. Cavour
te calm the effervescence of the Piedmontese,1
and recommending a paciflo solution instead of'
an appeal to arms. Yet I should not h b much
surprised if tits were truc, the Emperor iaving
adhered ta the proposal for a Congress; ana, ns
I presume Ihat ahesion e t a sincere, ha could
har-dly <lo otherwise than tranquillize the feeling
whichhas beei aroused in Piedmont, andf tns
prevent any untoward incident from disturbing
the present arranetment-such, for instance, asi
ithe affair of Sinope in the early part of the %ar
with Russia. The ews o M. Cavour's resig-
nation is every moment expected here, though it
is rumaored that tie Frenci Government w ishes
Piedmont to lie represented at the Cong-ress.-1
I the note of the Moniteur, antnouncing the

acceptance by France of the proposition of Rus-
sia, no mention whatever is made of Piedmont."

Tic official note in the Moniteur announcing the
proposal of Russia to convoke a Congress for the
discussion of the Italian question is commented on
by the Paris papers. Tie Presse observes :-

" The initiative taken by Russia proves not cnly
the great valite she attaches ta the preseruvation of
pence, but also that she does not consider berself so
perfectly foreign tu the responsibilities of war as had
been suppîaosed. la proposing this Congress she has
performei a deei which wil be appreciated by civili-
zation and policy. The French Government offers a
striking proof of its sincere desire te maintain peace.
This is a sound, skilfuli and frank policy. Atustria
cannot refuse ta accept the Congress. By refusing,
se would prove te Europe that she fears her justice,
and she would then probably forfeit ali chances of
assistance in tha event of a war. England beholds
her best bopes realized. Why did sic dispatch her
first dipi>matist ta Vienna ? It was in order te dramw
the Italian question on te the field of diplonacy.-
The Emp'eror of Russie las, obtained for Lord Co-
ley and for England the abject of their quest. We1
may offer one simple observation-the majority in
Congress will belong, not ta the contending P'orers,
but ta the conciliatory parties, that is, to England,
Russia, and Prussia. Such being the position, it is
not too rash te await a satisfactory solution of the
question at issue."

The Patrie considers that the meeting of a Con-
gress would represent a great success for French
policy :-

I Russia acknowledges, then, with France, that
the state of Italy is abnormal. The same idea doubt-
less prevails in London and Berlin. The Emperor of
the Fi-eci effets a fresh proof of bis moderation by
the readiness cf luis adhesion ta lthe Initiative taken
by- the Emper ai Russia. Hie thereby evinces is
sincere desire for the preservation of peace, anti
therebyr acta la harmoeny w'ith aillite precedients, as
with ail tic principles, of bis policy. We cannaI pre-
anme lhat the Vienna Cabinet w-Il reject the idea oai
a Conferenice. Certainly, it woeuld not venture toa
accept so great a responsibility. The meeting ofi
Cong.ress may, ther-efore, be considieredi as almost
certain. Tic 6mrsI result la a greait success fat thec
policy of France, antis aet tire same time a valuable
gnarantee fer an honorable peace a

La Nord believes that in the newr European Con-
gress te trcaties af 1815 w-li lie taken as e standing
point for futher negociations anti tiat il haes been
resolvedi net te ursettle thme territorm1l arrangements
matie la that year.

Iltai statedi that there are at present 400,000 mua-
kets ai an improvedi model being manufactured by
commuand af tic Minister af War for bbc Frenchi
anny

In consequmence cf lie increasedi powrer of rified
cannon tie construction cf two ships ai tic line anti
three frigates, lo le shuetedi with aditional plates
of iron, has bieen orderedi.

Tie Minister ai w-ar is aboumt ta concludied a con-
tract fer a large suipply of mihlary clothring.

A person lately arrivedi from Lyons says lhere are
is0,000 troops assembleti withine 12 heurs' march cf
that city. The ferla anti barracks round Lyons are-
cyercrowded with soldiers. General Renault's diui-
sion is ready to march at the shortest notice. There
are, moreover, wooden bouses erected on the road to
Piedmont by iount Cenis, which are supplied with
provisions for the men and forage fer the horses.

AUSTRIA.
VIESA, MAncnr 22.-Yesterday M. de Balabine of-

ficially informei Count Buol that the St. Petersburg
Cabinet thought peace might be maintained if a Con-
gresa-to bc composed of the Five Great Powers-
'were to take the affaira of Italy in band. The sub-

offensive. At least, ail ait present indications seem
to warrant this belief, and it la fervently toa bedsir-
ed that na change may hiereafter occur te, faisify tihe
hopes I fotnd upon it of the preservation of peace.-
Corr. Times.

BELGIUM.
It is rumored that Rolland ad Belgiumn are about

entering into a treaty to defend their territories in
case a ivar should break out. If Prussia joins Au-
stria, as is likely, withont doubt Belgium would be
the battle-fGeld ; indeed, making the hypothesis that
bostilities commence, it is difficult to sec how the

ia i ôf4hne0et iy of tlle.üst hMi ia i er itAt,
under certain conditions, Austria would not object
to the so-called Italian question being brought before
a Congress. There is reason to believe that Austria
wili insist on a -promise being given by.- the Powers.
that neither ber claim to Lombardy and Venice nor
her reversionary rights in Tuscany and Modena shall
be called in question. She is also likely to require a
total suspension of the armaments in Sardinia, and
the extradition of those soldiers who have recently
forsaken their flag and entered the service of the
King of Sardinia. Ail the great Powers wish for a
revision of the special qnventions between Austria
and the Italian States, and even the German Princes
would hardly be sorry should this Government be
deprived of the power of meddling at pleasure in the
internal affairs of the Italian Duchies. The Regent
of Prussia nfot long since observed that the special
conventions of Austria "in no way concernied Ger-
many," and the observation appears perfectly correct.
Strictly speaking, Germany is only bound ta assist
Atustria if her German provinces are attacked, but it
can hardly be doubted that the Buind would support
lier should an attempt be made ta violate the treaties
of 1810, and ta deprive lier of her possessions in
Nortliern Italy. Ail the great Powers think that
Austria exercises undue influence in Central Italy,
and it must be supposed that some of the German
Gavernments are beginning ta tare the same view of
things, as several of the leitdin- ergas of the press
now talk of the necessity for a revision of her special
conventions witb the smaller States.--Times Cor.

ITALY.
A private letter of the 21st March from Turin con-

tains the following passages:-
"For the last two days the news we receive from

the interior is not very pacifi, but the only effect it
produces is a greater impatience to submit the pre-
sent difliculty te the fatal chance of arms, with the
thought and firm conviction that France will inter-
vene in the conflict.

" A friend happened to converse this morning with
one of the leading commercial men of Turin, who
observed to him,-' The Minister of Finance an-
nounced that hostilities would begin in May, and
that he appeared lin no way doubtful as to the result,
persuaded as e was that France would at once
march te the aid of Piedmont.'

" The opinion of the Minister of 1inance is shared
by every one here ; of this you need have no doubt.
At all events, . Cavour, with the ability which
every oue admiits lie possesse, will find mcans,
whîenever lie desires it, ta discover an occasion for a
pretext; and, whaterer be the resuilt, the iead of the
Sardiniaîn Cabinet is nuw muhi tac deeply engaged
with the war party in Italy to give up the cause,
which, by the way, he lias Du thouglit of doing?'

The writer was not, pierhaps, fully aware at the
date of his letter of the itrn things have taken for
tie hist three days in consequence of Lord Cowiley's
i"issoi. It .is very possible that M. Cavour bas
gonc se far with the war party as ta b cunable to.
baec out, but a nation is not to bl driven toear ruin,
Dur is Europe ta be exposed to the horrors of war,
mnerely to saLve the consistency or prolong the power
of a Minister. If M. Caveur b the truc patriot lis
faiends say h 3is.ard aI! admrit lie once was, his only
co>urse i tu quit'oaice. It would prove to the ward
that bis patriotism, though sadly misdirected, is not
mre sellishi ambition, and that hie prefrs thei well-
being of his country ta all other considerations.-
Cor. of Tinme.

The following telegrams were receired at Mr. Reu-
ter's office on March 23:-

" Tuair, March 23.-On the 21st inst. a picket of
Atustrian cavalry crossed te the Piedmontese side of
the Ticino for the purpose of exploring the frontiers
opposite Pavia, which having done they returned ta
,bat toira.

I To-day the annual commemoration of thei Pied-
montese soldiers slain at the battle cf Novara in
1849 waas celebrated in the Cathedral. The cere-
mony was solemnized in the most impressive manner.
The Ministers aof Stite, deputations from Parliament,
the officers of the Sardinian army and of the Nation-
al Guard, the students of the University, and the
immigrants fron other parts of Italy vere present."

The irmonia of Turin states that arrangements
have been made for transporting, in case of need, the
seat of governnent te Gena, a city which is not,
like Turin, open ta the inroads of an enemy. In re-
ply to remonstrances against the enrolment of the
subjects of the Duke of Modena in the Sardinian army,
M- Cavour is said to have declared that the Piedmon-
tese goverament considered the Italian. volunteers as
emigrants, and not deserters. The explanation re-
lative ta the enlistment of Austrian deserters is that
the government can neither send them back nor
vithout danger ta the publie tranquillity leave them

unoccupied.
SAIIDINIA.

Tunni, March 21.-Once more the ouicksilver is on
the rise, and the vare shifts round towards peace.-
Cal me chamelion if you will, but sa iti!B. Fluctua-
tions are the order of the day, ant I can but record
thema as tbey occur. True, that the note now pipiag
around me is as war-like as ever; but, by looking
a little below the surface we discover grounds for
hopes of peace. After all, it is not clamour of voices
and clash of arms l a little country lilce Piedmont
thathmake var. Menace as she may, shrmust trust
ta the support cf one greMer than herseif, and, if
that support fails her, she nust moderate her tone.
The Sardinian Goverament may send its army of
40,000 mn te tie fron ier, may increase it by cali-
ilg eu10tmhie reserve af 30,000 more, may appeal t-) the
National Guard for volunteers, a yd may despatch
officers of fortune te lick into shape the motley crovd
of recruits that have resarteI hlither from various
paTte of ltaly. t imay throw up e£artlxworks aiid
eut cannon, and send abroad for hoarse, a give
extensive ordera for shot and shell. Well, when it
has done all that, when it bas drained its treasury,
impared its credit, roused the indignation of Europe,
andi dragged from their familles and pursuits thou-
sands o oakigsma hosen, 3uws b sol e p-

ail that, I say, what can it do oext, unless France be
preparedi te aid it with 130,0O0 men and a strong re-
serve ? Attackr the Austrians single-hiandedi? The
wvhite-coats would be in Turn la a fortnighit, unless
tey contented hlelv v ag th aine erbeliev e y

territory. There are persons, t know, whio think that
this Government lias se committedi itself, has placed
itself in so fatal a position by its war policy, that.t
sooner than consent opeace lt would pay its va-tout

part] te the lesurrectien which it could' easis gl
Up la Italy, anti partly ta the chapter af accidents.

arn happy ta say that I do not share this opinion-.
Il is much ta lie tamentedi that a statesman of suîchi

abpin ytand lir riendis and admirers, who were so
numerous thiroughoaut Europe, andi especially in Eng-
landi anti should have greatly impairedi, by bis recent
escapade, lhis prestige, whc it is ta be hopedi lie
may yet regain by a mare sagacious handi moderate
course. But I repeat tie opinion I hare before ex.
pressed, tat he wil not engageai the desperate

(nkhm capeL of playing ; that hie wil net go e
war unless asured cf tic support cf France, end
that, evenu with that support, lie will not assume the handa a similar mark of hs attention, the richlness

of ach being proportioned to the rank of the reci-
pient.

There was one other interlude in the nautch, when
there appeared six or eight boys dressed as girls,
their faces covered with gold-leaf, who performed an
abstruse comdy or mystery, and sang a chorus of an
incomprehensible character, from which the company
were diverted very pleasantly by an invitation to
witness the firéworks from the balconies, verandals,
and flat roofs of the palace.

The pyrotechnie display took place in a garden or
enclosure in front of the building, and cousisted of
feeble rockets, maroons, catherine wheels, fountains

COcgnes will find little difficulty in persuading al-
ready willing peoples to lay aside their hostile de-
monstrations, and te re -,-tabli.sh (as before the year
1848), their former relations of unity and pence.

At this point of our analysis and critique on these
Continental armaments, a noir question presents it-
self which cannot be so easily soived as the question
under consideration ; and a question too, whicb, to-
wards the contending parties just noir quoted, in-
volves an insult and a perfidy uhich will not soon
be forgiven, but which can never be forgotten. It is
certain ain truth it is a record of rigid history that

dealies'res'pe'eiigifitsneùtiaty e nbeept. This,
however, la a thing of little importance-the sword
once drawn treaty ties are severed and flungto the
wind.T"'žhoreis lainothéer rumor, startling in its na-
-tur, circulated within the last few day.: It is that'
Catholie party are determinedtot abstain from...dis
cussing the bills ta be introduced in future by ie-
Ministry-to act as they did on the voting of the ad-
dress. The reasons alleged ta justify this strange
mode of acting is the uselèssness of discussion, for
·the Ministry, backed up by a servile majority, render
futile ail efforts ta obtain justice or fair play. The
Journal de Bruxelles thoughi more or less in connec-
tion with the leaders of the Catholic party' las net
yet spoken of the policy. Perbaps it la a base "Li-
herail" lie, fabricated for election purposes. It is dif-
ficult te think that the Cathoilics are so discouraged
as thus ta surrender without fighting te the last. A
poicy of this kind would betray little faith in their
cause or the resources of the country, and its effect
on the coming elections would be disastrous.

INDIA.
LiFE TN Lucaow-ANunY 30.-Maun Singh's

bail took place this evening. It was, after native
ideas, a very grand affair. In the evening Maun
Singli came te head-quarters ta make bis final ar-
rangements, and there he heard what caused him ta
particdpate in the geerb regret, Clyde was so n-
welh that hie coutti net possibly attend. in fact, the
Commander-in-Chief would insist the day before on
mouating is horse for the first time since his acci-
dent,,and the charger, a fine spirited animal, had pul-
led se thal Ilie dislacateti shoultier ivas strained, anti
bis Lordship.had ta dismount, and this nornin iras
in pain, and was, besides, indisposed by a severe
cold. It was a great blow ta Maun Singi, whose
ball was at ane stroke deprived of half its signifi-
cance and importance, and et first he seemed te sus-
pect that bis Lordship's illness was a ruse, but Co-
lonel Metcalfe dissipated such unworthy and Oriental
suspicions. At 7 o'clock theelephants were paraded
outside the tents, and at 8 o'clock Manin Singhî re-
turned to escort General Mansfeld and his other
guests to the bal or nautch. The "hatties" were
soon loaded and fumbled off in their wadling, rolling,
Jack,-ashore fashion, preceded by wild linkmen with
prodigious flambeaux, and followed by an escort of
Lahore Horse, with irregular flankers of Maun Singh's
sowars. The Rajah sat alongside Genera Mansfield,
and Major Bruce oceupied a place la the anme hov-
dah. A dark cruise of a mile or se over broken
ground and throuîgh the silent suburb on the left
bank of the Goomtec, between ie iron and stone
bridges, iviich once ad beae the scene of cannorad-
ing and musketry, ended in sight of a long avenue
of twmnkling liglits of hrii yellowish lustre, not flar-
ing and white-flamîed like gacs, but golden and mel-
low.

This.avenue was formed by a framework of bam-
boos, lisposied in heart-shlapcd escocheons, and hng
nvit oillamps. A large tritnmpial arch of the sanie
fabrication opencd on the parallelogra lfire the1
palace, wihich was a blaze of lights. Opposite tie
palace-a long building withi porticoesi and oren
colonnades, in tei Italian style-there was erected a
very gay but unsuibstntial lpavilion, covered all over
'rithî silver leai, le the oien i windows of whichî moin-
strels played on quaint instruments, and elicited
strains which distance refined into those of the more
formidable species of bagpipe, mingled with song
and chorus. On the facade f tihe silver temple was
a golden shieli nscribed ith the woràs, "Vetori,
Queen of India, eand beneath, on each side, goldeni
scrolls bore the naines of " Clyde," "Montgomery."1
A considerable, but net a large number of natives,
ras assembied in this open space, at the further end
of which was a grand illuminaîted gateway, similar
te liaI unlder w-iai Ire bati passeti. Tire elepiants
vere ordered t 'Ibite, and lay down accordingly.-

It is not a beast of a festive turn, and illuminations
distress its sagacity very much. The wise creature
hates rockets, for he knows they have sticks, and-he
has a general diffidence as to the skill of man in
handling pyrotechnics, which, combmned with the
liveliest obedience te the first law of nature, render
the elephant eminently unhappy on the occasion of1
Oriental rejoeicings. Down the ladders we slipped1
from the howdabs, as though descending the sides of
a ship, and, led by Maun Singh' who was dressed in
silks and shawls, with e gold embroidered cap on iis
head, and stocking-clad feet, we mounted te the sa-
loon, a very fine room, hung with glass chandeliers,
and numerous mirrors, having at the sides colon-
nades opening ta balconies, and galleries above fill-
ed with well-dressed natives, and when the Ge-
naral hald taken bis place the nautch commenced.- 1
It is ta us a dull and dismal entertainment. Froim
the end of the room advance two girls of unusual
ugliness supported by seven or eiglit men, who oe
tom-toms, kind of violin, and kettle-drums keep up
a monotonous but not unmelodious accompaniment
to the undulations of the bodies and limbs of the
nautch girls. The dress of the girls is classic, beau-
tiful, and modest. The feet are all but hidden by the
contracted robe, which opens out in a wide flounce
upon the ground, se as te lie in a beavy fcld la front
as they retreat, and behind as they advance. Thteir
arm alaone are bare-up ta the throat there is a maze
of silver and gold embroidered filmy gauzes and
shawls thrown in rich folds over the attenuated
figures, which may well court such diaguises. As
these young ladies apiroach, swaying their bodies te
and fro, gently waving their arms, and making a
pleasant music with the beat of their silver bangles,1
the mind wanders back te the days of the post-Ada-1
mite word, and sees the singer going before, ithe
ministrels following after the killer of the Philistines; j
gets unpleasant reminiscences of Adams's Roman
datniiquites (article ITrimphs"), and has some con-
fused ideas about Ninereh, Layard, the Greek chorus,
and the Druids. Their songe, those strange, not un-
musical cadences, running on unceasingly from
strophe to antistrophe, with marked cuasura and
rythm enough, must be as old as the hills, whose
youth they may have charmed into dancing, anti
Orpheus may have made Cerberus sleep byea dose of
the " Taza betaza," for aIl we know ta the contrary.
Halid I been Cerber-us my tesistance wrouldi have been
feeble, for I admit lhe effect la muonotonous le a de-
grec, though tic natives will ait entrancedi as Plute,
anti listen ta anc or two sangs cf this sort ech an
heur long et least the wvhole nighrt. The men are
all-young, aid, andi middle-aged-a dissipatedi,.oddt-
looking set af men. They are "tiomes," the musicien
anti fiddtler cleass, w-ho lied as muai influence in Onde
as fitddlers lied in some European Courts ln times
gene by, anti that is saying a goodi deal. Yen may -
catch a hmundreti cf thîem at any turne, or r'alher youn
mightl, by swecepingi tic pit cf La Scala on lthe first
nighît af a newr opera. When their proteges have
sidiedi anti sung and ogledi anti wriggledi their way
up tie roomn close to Lhe General, they retire, anti
aLliera succeedi them n lathe saine way, w-hile their
predcessors divert those in tie other raoom or at thec
endi af aura. Tic noise ai fitddles anti drumîs from
those various guarties ls overwhelmuing. Maun Singbi
entera, followedi by officers af bis householdin a a
bri interlude, and geing ta the General tireows avern
bis heati a wreath very rich-looking of silvet andi
golti threadi withi tassels, wvhich la rakes frein a tray
carriedi by a servant. Then going rotund ailluhis
guests, whou are seatedto lthIe number ai .150 or 160
along the ballroorm, hec gives to each writh his own

of fire, amid which fire balloons were sent up at ic-
tervals. As a specimen of the higher order of art il
this fashion.the exhibition w-as marred by some fai-
lures. The rcrolving fireworks would not revolve
Ôwing to'thé infirmity of the posts te which they
wére atacbed, and there were soma other small mis-
haps among the fire balloonsi but as ta genera Cf-
fect, the mass.of fizzing, crackling, sparkling lights
set in a framework of black faces and white turbans
was picturésqne, and ever varying, full of wonderfui
shade and life. The fireworks went out quietly, and
then theC ompany with an anious eye to the supper
tables beheld a persan with most imperfect roncep-
tions of the anatomical structure and motinn of tlme
bear and moakey endeavor ta imitate them in a se-
ries of libellons contortions. The great treat for the
natives yetremained. They crowded the galleries to
sec the feringhiees at supper. Mana Singh is a Hin-
don, but the flesi of the sacred buil-rathier an an-
eient one too-decorated his tables, aided by great
joints of cow-beef, and holyI MtueSlmMan looked down
on the unclean feeders who devoured ham, to him an
abomination, conjoinei with fowl, vhich is ta the
Hindoo as revulting as pig is t a the former. The
equipments of the table wcere imperfect-officers
drank champagne out of soup-plates, and the clever
feat of the fAie champetre, by which bottles are de-
capitated, fingers cut, and wine spilt , was frequently
accampliabeti. Tliene was grat abuntiance cf lg
neancomli s ic lhad f en eiglid cheerfuIly et
the aspect of the nose-bag, and the fowls and joints,
hostile in death, had apparently been Kyanized, and
resisted fire and sword. But still somehow, with
clipsuof eue thing or another-pies ant paties, and
gypsum canectionery-tbie Ilduri ia finimtitunil" ivete
satisfied, and a general wish was expressei for
"l Jones" ta sing " Villikins andis Dinah." (We
are mch beind the age in our melodies.) But lie-
fore that painful ceremony was begu--if inleed
Jones ever got through it-the biand of the 2i3d Fusi-
Icers le an adjoining room summoned the more pru-
dent guests awvay from the tables. ald the night
ended s all ivould bare been we, but i regret ta
have to recoint an instance of the gross vulgarity,
bat taste, and coarseness w-lhich docs us moea harm
even thouglh it lie but exhibitedl by one muan, on such
an occasion as this than a mistake iniistracin.
A person whose rank is unkcnon eto ine, but who,
uninvited, vent te the ball iith a captain of one of
ler Majesty's regiments, wulho hid received no invita-
tion eitlier, wen up te MaunSingh aind actually re-
quested him te take his cap lf' bis heaid, and, as I
understand, claeppei it on his own. No', te uncover
the head of an Asiatic is a great insult. I scarceir
can find a parall Ifor such an act, for to suppelse
tlt a gentleman woalul-d Imll off a Uuche&s wMig ait
ier' own inble is searceir possible, nor is it easy te
imagine one of the Duke of Dev'nhire's gîests " bon-
netting" lis grace, "just by way af a lark"i t the
Horticiiltiauti show. Matuî Sin gli bah i w-i thi gre at
forbnraince, but as oficer w-ho w)as p'resent-assured
the " gentleman" he would report huim t tie Cota-
mnanider-im-Cie. Thereiuioi ha of course protesteti
"lie eant no offeince," " he wns vra' sarry" &c.
and wlien I hiappened to bc passing I sacs- Maun Singi
takinîg bis cap fron his attendat, and looki with
a puîzzlled expression at a fev red-faed *young ien
whco wvere dancmig before hîlîi, and decharing iat hie

ies l a righit good fellowir: lues a joliv goo feilcw,
which nabody dare deiy, witlu ahip, hik hip, Iurrai m V'
& c. Indeed, aime jolly coampanion foundi e premîises
sa Very confortable that liihea siat ouin acair aIl ighIt.
Maun Singh lad t-o i k soio oaf his guests comp an'y
till 1 oclock next mnorning. Witih this brief state-
niant I leave the subjact.¢Maun ing, in speaking-
of it, has showniu the hst spirit, nor wotiuldh iake
any conplaint ta Gemeral Mansfield, whoa 0was iatu-
raily mucth distressed when le heard of the occur-
rence.

RLEV. DR. CAHILL
0 THE oGaEss or TiE tutEa M (EAT POw0c'E1rS.

(Froma he Dublin Catholic Telegraph.)
From the commencement of t.he ienacing policy

between France and Austria, the writer of this an-
ticie has contended, against the almost universal
opinion of the English pres, that the chances of
war were very remote : ilat tie union of the Germnian
Confederation withi Austria would present an ob-
stacle whici France couild scarcely reumuove, in her
most disciplined strength :but that the oplosii,
or aven thie. dissent of England toiards Napolcon
might le definitively interpreted by the belligerent
parties, and by ail Eturope, as the termination of hos-
tilities, and the authoritative decision of peace.-
These anticipated premises and result have been
literally fulfilled and fully realised : and a Congress
of live plenipotentiaries, fromu France, Auistria, Pries-
sia. Russie, and Englanud, are about tn m leet in soe
few weeks to arrange the conditions of an amicable
solution of the present threatened Continental diffl-
culties. WIell would it be for morality ai th peace
of society, if this principle of time Coigress of friend-
ly state wcer permare'ly atdipted lt settle the dis-
putes of neigboring ktigdonus and ta decide by

ancetdiplomacy and by argument in coumncil, na-
tional differences, whiichotherwise would cost, for
their adjustment, millions of money and uive' of
blond. This principle is already received in all mi-
tary circles when i(iridi caul combat is appreiended :
and in a more perfect condition of human socity,
there la no just reason why the same pîractice cannt
be foTlowed ont wlien the fight Occur between two
hostile nations. But whatever form of philosophy or
theology future empires may choose to aenforce in the
just glanced at, it is almost certain tliat Napoleon
and Joseph will gladly agrec, in the present instance,
to the peaceful interference of thlicir brother monarchs.
And moreover, it is equally truc that although thesc
two empires have aid their coats off during the last
three months, calling for a ring and fair play, both
the one and the other are a tihis moment heartily
sick and sincercly ashaimeil of the exhibition tiey
haer madte cf themseles befoe Europe: anti hene
ticey are thmenisolves most anxious tole taken aff tie
groundt by thmeir friendse: anti ta have tic quarrel
finally. settled, at any sacr-ifca on bothl sides.

Tic contending parties, too, can, withouit flic
slightbest impeachiment of cowardle or dishonor yield
ta tItis friendly persuasion ofithe neighboring states.
Every. anc knowa that the misundierstanding of the
potentates concred ihas net arisent fi-cm any. per-
sonal insut, or frein any. national iinjustice: il la a
disagreement on a case, w-hich, if one can se speak,
les gi-eue out ai e transactiont quite extcrior, as it
wvere, to the kingdioms anti policy. af both parties. la
fact it very. mauch resembles an a lange scale an Irish
rowr at an Irish faim, where two peacemakers inter-
fera te prevent a niaI : anti cria arc themselves la
thc cnd dragged hiet the fighut: anti then havinîg subl-
duedi lie rnotera, andi cleared lime streets for- the day
bogie ta quarriel amongst htemuseles for individuel
superiority., anti finailly chmallenge each aother to de-
cite w-ho la the better miait fer pîreserving at aill
fuiture faits, Lie peace cf the town i This quarreul,
therefore, betwecn France and Austria bing rather
a mere display. e? military. bravo on a foreign soi:
andi having ne direct reference or connexion with in-
ternal national interests, tichcnparis can be casily
reconciledi wibthout injuring national poilie>, or
wounading atianal pride. This consummation~is de-
siredi not only by> the Princes thiemselves, baut also hy
lhe peaple, b>. the army, a:nd by. their' respective
Senatesa: anti hence it is quite truc La assert that the


