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NEWS 0f° THE WEELK.

The Prince of Wales is convalescent.  This
is the good news from England; and through-
eut the British Empire it will" be hailed with
joy, as much for his royal mother's sake,
as for his own.  * What have I done to be so
beloved ?”" was the exclamution of Louis XV,
when recovering from an attack of fever at
Metz, which had threateved to cat short hisdays,
and during the counrse of which his subjects
manifested the most devoted uattachwent to
their sufferiug king. * What have [ done to
be so beloved 7" our own Prince may perhaps
ask himsell’ when he rises from his bed of sick-
poss; and it is to be hoped that he will then
form the resolution -to deserve by his future,
that love und loyalty which his recent illness
has elieited, and which the pecple undonbtedly
entertain “for him; in spitc of the youthful
trrors—yrossly exuggerated in meny instances
no doubt by popular report-—of which he may
lave been guilty. Let him but take his mo-
ther as the wodel for his future life, and that
love and Inyalty will not have been cast away.

The intense anxicty of the people during the
Prince’s very dungerous illness, the ardent
prayers for Lis recovery offered up to heaveu
by his mother's subjects of all denominations,
the general joy at the tidings of the {avorable
turn in his diseasc, are strong aud gratifying
proofs that the feeling of loyalty has still o

“strong hold on the public mind ; that the pee-
ple of the British Empire are on the whole
warmly and reasonsbly attached to the prinei-
ple of royalty; and that the republiean cancer
has, as yet, not eoxtended its ravages. very
deeply into. the body politic. There 1s of
eourse a portion of that body infected, or
tuinted by democratic and cven communistic
ideas; but thai mueh of it is still sound has
been clearly established by the cvents of last
week,

We do not pretend that it is cortnin that ail
danger is over.  After such a cevere attack as
that which the sick man has just undergone,
there is of course much prostration, und his
restoration to his state of normal health, may
bo a long and tedious process; but the fact
that Fer Majesty deems it no longer necessary
to be in constant attendance at Sandringham,
and that other members of the Royal family
have returned to Windsor, plainly indicates
that in the opinion of thosc most nearly inter-
.gsted, the immediate danger is over.

There is some talk of taking actlon against
several of the leading Communists who have
sought refuge in England, aod who it is suid,
are abusing the asylum. The Scerctary of
‘State, we are told, will on the meeting of Par-
liament ask for authority to cxpel Carl Murx
{from the United Kingdom. ‘

Affuirs in France present a troubled aspect.
The Orleans Princes are, it is said, ubout to
-enforce their right to sit in the Assembly, a
proceeding to which M, Thiers is very adverse.
Betwixt their respoctive adherents we may ex-
pect a sharp contost; but that during the life-
time of the Comte de Chambord, the legitimate
King of France, the monarchy will be restored
either in the person of the Duc &’ Aumale, or
any. of his family, is, we should imagiae from
the state of parties very doabtful. A majority
of the Assembly are, it is said, in favor.of re-
maining at Versuilles, This will bo very dis-
4anteful to the Parisina canaille who, since the
sad daye of Oetober 5th~6th 1789, have cluimed
-a vested right to rule France. From Italy we
have nothing new to veport, Switzerland fur-

nishes us with another instance of what liberals
understand by civil and religious liberty; the
| Federal Assembly have made a law interdicting
 the cstablishment of Jesuit communities i
" Ywitzerland, and forbidding the employment of
' Jesuits ‘as doctrinal teachers. In Spain the
' new reformation docs not seem to be prosper-
ing, if we may judge from the somewhat de-
sponding account given in a letter by a Prof.
Kuapps who writes from Madrid, to the fol-
lowing cffect—as reported in the Montrel
Witsess of the 16th iust.:—

“We shull never do anything as it is but sow,
and in a few yvars have to leave it to those who arc
wealthicr or more energetic. I do what 1 can, but
the work ie now largely a question of money.”

Money! That is where tho trouble lies.
Protestant  missionarics, — unlike the first
pioneers of Christianity who_went forth with-
out purse or serip, with neither gold nor sil-
ver in their pockets; unlike later Catholic
wissienaries whose worldly possessiong consist
in the clothes on their backs; who drag with
them neither wives nor “children, neither mo-
thersdndaw, mor dunghtersin-law, neither
pimnos for the drawing-room, nor babies’ era-
dles for the olive branches—Drotestant mis-
sionaries, we kay, who are burthened with ali
these things, and have upon them the constant
care of the nursery, must needs find their work
tlargely a question of meoney.” They may
sow—but the only crop they can ever expect
to teap, whether in Spain or Italy, Madrid or
Rome, is 4 plentitul crop of infidelity, and mm-
morality.

Justice, though slow at first, seems to be at
last overtaking the swindling rascals who for a
long course of yeurs have been cariching them-
selves and their families by plundering the citi-
zens of New York, QOne of the leaders of the
gany, & man named Tweed, called also Boss,
has been arrested a3 a common thief, and
bound over to take his trial on several charges
of wholesale robbery. It is to be hoped that
he, and all his colleagucs may get their deserts.

What has become of Dr. Dollinger and of
the new seet, styling itself funnily enough,
“ Old Catholic,” which that crochety old gen-
tleman proposed to run in opposition to the
real Catholic Church? From the silence of
the papers on the =ubject it would scem as if
the concern had already collapsed; and from
the language which DProtestant newspaper re-
porters put in the mouth of Dr. Dollinger, one
is inclined to suspect that the man ioust, be in
his dotage.
He has beens * interviewed™ by the Hon. J.
M. Francis, who scuds an account of the affuir
to the Troy Times, reproduced in the columuns
of the Montreal Witness; from this report wo
make n fow extracts, which if' containing a cor-
rect version of what transpired betwixt Dr,
Dollinger and Mr, Francis, go far to support
this dotage hypothesis. For instance, he told
his interviewer that, though excommunicated,
Lie and his cligue will not be read out of the
Church beecause we ecannot uccept its crrors,”
thus ascuming that the Churel: is in error.—
But it the Chureh be in crror, how can Dr.
Dollinger, or any rational person believing it to
be o, wish to remain in comuunion therewith,
or call himselt a member thereof?  The fuct of
error established, it follows that the community
so erring in natters of fuith, no matter what it
may call itself, is not the Church of Christ,
but the synagogue of Satun. Ao honest mun,
an intelligent man would not wait to be * read
out” of a body which he believed to be in
error ; he would, the moment he entertained
that belief, husten to break off all connection
with it, and to proclaim the fact to the world;
just us he would not seek to fake as his wife
a woman whom he believed to be an habitual
and notorious wantou. The thing is impos-
sible ; no man, not morally or intellectually de-
praved, would call himself, or allow others to
deem him, a member of 4 church which taught
a8 God’s truth, that which he believed to be u
lie, .
Neither does the Iatter part of the interview,
as reported by the Protestant papers, tend to
raise our estimate of Dr. Dollinger's moral and
intellectnal ealibre. If eorrectly reported, he
must be cither an atheist, or in his dotage.
% Do vou comprehend,” he is represented as
saying to his interviewer,  what thut doe-
trine”—(the intullibility of the P’ope when
pronouncing ec cuthedra upon some quostion
of revealed truth, or of morals)— iuvelves ?”°.
It involves, so he is made to answer his ques-
tion, the doetrine of a ‘ higher law,” or law
higher and of more authority than the law of
man. This to Dr. Dollinger is intolerable.—
We give at full, as reported in the Wituess,
this portion of the interview :—

% Do you in the United States comprehend  what
that doctrine involves P earncstly inquired Dr. Dol-
linger. .4 It imposes upon those who ‘accept it the

soleinn obligation to violate civil law, to set thew-
selves up in opposition to the ordinances of your

infallible judgement ngninst any one of those ordin-
ances upon moral or religious grounds.. In & word,
it is the assnmption of power on the part ofthe Pope
to proclaim a higher law, which &dccording te the
dogma, his children must obey, though such obe-
dience involves trenson to the State and the over-
throw of your Governmen$. This doolrine is not
arly shocking to the moral seuse, it takes us Tack

to the dark ages of the world, and over a streich be-
yond, and it not only insults the common scnsc of
the world, but strikes at the common civilization
of our times, It caunotand must not prevail.”

In the first place the docerine, whether true
or fulse, does not insult the ** common™ sense
of the world,” for there are, and cver have
beer, millions who hold, and held it; it does
not thcrefore, and -did not insult any scnse,
which these possess, or possessed, however it
may affect some sense possessed by Dr. Dol-
linger, and his adherents. But a sense which
all do not posscss in ¢ common,” is not a
¢ common,” but n ¢ peculiar’’ sense, Were
Dr. Dollinger bound by the laws of logic, he
would have simply said, that the doctrine in
question was repugnant to his private judg-
went, or his peculiar sense of right and wroug.

We udmit however, that the obnoxious doe
trine does imply—and it is for that very reason
that it is so obnoxious to men like Br. Dollin-
ger, and the humble servants of Cresar
throughout the world—that there is a ¢ higher
law,” than that of Casar— higher beeause
God's law; and we admit also, that, were it

Gad’s law, and if, perchance, the lutter should

| turn out to be in contradiction in any particu-

lar to Ceesar’s luaw, it would be better toobey God
thin mau. If any mun deny this, he is either
an.atheist, or a fool; the former, if he deny the
existence of a ¢ higher law,” or law of God
preseribing and defining man’s moral ebliga-
tions; the latter or a fool, if admitting the ex-

Goverament whenever the Pope shall pronounce his-

istenee of such a law, he deny the prior claimg
of that law on our obedience.

Does not every Protestant who belicves his
bible to be the Word of God, and to contain
His law, believe also, or at all events préfess to
belicve, that he is bound ¢ to violate civil law,
to sct himself in opposition to the ordinances of
his (rovernment, whenever” — in his private
judgment— the bible shall pronounee its in-
fillible judgment against sny one of those or-
dinances upon moral or religious ygrounds ?”
In a word—to use the very expreasions of I,
Dollinger, substituting only the word bible for
that of Puope—is not the assumption that the
bible is the Word of God, equivalent to the as.
sumption that it proclaims a “ higher law™
than the law of man? which higher law, mau
“ must obey though such obedience should in-
volve treason to the State, and the overthrow
of his Governmeut.” If «this doctrive of in-
fallibility be shocking to the moral sense” and
strike at the comroon civilisation of our times
“if applied to the utterances of u living man,
no less shocking to the moral scnse is it, no
less destruetive of our common civilisation,
when applied to the ufterances, or fancied ut-
terances, of 2 dead book., Infallibility is ne
more incompatible with the claims of Ciesar,
when predicated of a Pope, than when predi-
cated of tha Bible; for in one case as in the
other, it implies that there is a law higher than
Cwsur's law ; and that when the two clash, us
clash they may, it is batter, no matter whatthe
cost, 10 vbey God than mun.  In short, this
doctrine which so shocks Dr. Dollinger's moral
sense, and so threatens the common eivilisation
of our timez, cannot be even impugned without
denying cither that thers i3 & God—the right-
ful 1noral governor of the world, YWho has wmade
kuown, through revelation, His will to man;
or by asserting that, though there be such a
God Who has ro revealed Himself) still it 1
batter to disobey God than to disobey
mao. Dr. Dollinger und adherents
may take which horn of the dilemma they
please ; only we would observe that, if the
atheist, or he who says there is no God, and
therefore no ¢ higher luw™ be a fool; he is a
stil] greater fool, who admittiug that there is a
God, and that God through Chlrist has made
known Ilis law to mun, nevertheless asserts
that man is greater than God, and therefore to
be obeyed before God.
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Tuv. DEBATABLE LAND BETWEEN THIS
WorrLn anp THE NEXT. With Illustrative
Narrations, By Rebert Dule OQwen, Au-
thar of Footfulls on the Boundary of An-
other World, New York: G. W. Carleton
& Qo., Publishers,

This is a very extraordinary work, the more
extraordinary in that it is evidently the work
of a highly educated and courteons gentleman,
who has deeply studied the relizious phenomena
of the presest fige, who writcs in perfect good
faith, and is firmly convinced of the truth of
the murvels which he relutes.  We may dissent
from the conclusions of such a writer; we nay
be very sceptical ag to the occurrence of the
phenomena which he records, or rather as to
the causes to which he nssigns them; but we
cannot for these rcasons impugn his veracity,
or call in question the sincerity of his expressed
‘opinions, Indeed with muny of them tlLe
Catholic will cordially agree.

In the first part of his work Mr. Qwen aalls
the attention ‘of the Protestant Clergy—to
whom it is more particularly addressed—to the
tact noticed long ago by Mueaulay, and more
lately by a Protestant clergyman of Now York,
that Protestantism, considered as a rcligious

system, or phase of Christianity, wag never able

possible for man to attain to a knowledge of

after the first outburst of the revolytionary
fever of the sixteenth century had expended it-
self—which it did within the first fifty years
after the commencement of the so-called Re-
formation—to hold its ground ugainst Roman-
ism; and that to-day, everywhere the Catholic
religion is making rapid strides towards uni-
versal dominion ; that everywhero Protestant-
iem, is giving way beforc it,.er lapsing into
black infidelity. The facts eannot be denied;
they are cvident to the most careless observer;
how asks Mr. Owen are they to be accounted
for? ‘

u Neither fortune of arius, nor suffering by perse-
cution ; neither the serpent wirdom of an Order of
which thie members were all things to all wen, nor
the cleansing of those shameless corruptions which
had ko scandalized the Angustininn monk, Martin
Luther, when in 1510 he visited degenerute Rome—
not any one of these incidents, nor all of them com-
bined, can be accepted as even plausible explanation
why Protestantism, after virtually conquering three-
fourths of Eurcpe in one half century, lost, in the
next eighty years, full one half of all sho had gained.

% Lust, and never recovered it; not after ten gen-
erations had pussed ; not down to the prescnt day.®
~p. 37.

And again:—

# Even in countries the most thoroughly Protest-
ant, and iu our own times, the inroads of Catholicism
on the prevailing faith have becn such as must
arouse, in thoughtful minds grave refloctions. Inu
third of a century, to wit from 1823 to 1867, the
number of Cuth.lic churches in Creat Britain had
more than donbl-d, while ths number of Cuthelic
seminaries hal inercused upwaods of five-fold, Upto
the year 1833—the veur whea tho great Tractarinn
movement had birth (1 Oxford-—there was not in
the British islee a s'agle couvent, or one Catholic
schoel ; but withiy thirty-feur years thoreafter,
there were founded in (ireat Britain nearly three
bundred of the former, and nearly four hundred and
lifty, of the latter. Surely a very noteworthy pro-
gress made in-the present age, snd in tho mest Pro-
tostant country of the world, by the Church of Rome.

 But it is in our own ‘country, above every other,
that the revent gains of Romunism upon Protestant-
ism ave the most remarkable. At the clore of the
two centuries and 2 half that elapsed from the first
setulement of Virginia, to the yeur 1859, the number
of Catholics in the United States had run up to two
millions and & half, only ; but at the end of nine
vears that suceeeded, (namely in 1868), that number
had doubled. Mwelve years ago they were Lut a
twelfth purt of our pepulation; to-day they consti-
tute, probably more than a seventh.

“H we suppose the two great divisions of the
Christian Churcly, respectively, te go on increasing
among us at the samedratio for rour terms of nine
years each from 18G5, the Catholies of the United
States would, at the cnd of that time, exceed the
Protestants by geveral mitlions,

“ How wonderful, if one admits that Resson and
Scriptire were on the side of the Reformers is all
this "—p. 32, 33.

The remainder of Mr. Owen's hook is de-
voted to his explunation of these factsund their
causes, Faith in Immortality is dying out, is
nearly extinet in the Protestant world. Hcre
cowces in what is termed Spiritualism, to sup-
plement the Christian revelation; to give as.
surance to man that there is an existence be-
yond the grave; that what we call death is but
the trunsition from onc life-form to another
and higher form of life, in which progress is
still the law, as it is even in tho terrestrial
phase of existence,

This in the main is the urgument of the
bock ; of which the concluding chapters are
occupicd with an immense uumber of strauge
ancedotes which we dare not, which we know
not how to qualify—in attestation of the truth
of the so-called spiritual phenomena, of which
under the names of * rapping, tipping, table-
turning,” we have all heard something - of late
years, The objective reality of these pheno-
mena we eare not to discuss—but this opinion
we liesitate not to cxpress; that they are not
of God; that they savor more of hell than of
heaven ; that as there is nothing new in them,
s0 from their puast effects we may judge
what will be their effects in the future: und
that so judging, we muy predict from the spread
of Spiritualism, the spread of Free Love, und
kindred abominations new so rife in the 1.
States amoangst the most noted of the female
spiritualizts : to say nothing of the insunity, and
other intellectual penalties with which, even in
this world God visits those who sct at defianec
Iis holy Jaws against neeromaney, orthe seeking
commurion with the dead. Not that for a
mowent we believe that the dead do answer
the appeuls to them—or communioate with the
living through rappings, or by means of pranks
played mmongst our articles of houschold fur-
niture, DBnt that the spirits of dJarkness, that

the Gods of the Gentiles, the demons who of

old spoke through the heathen oracles, and by
the mouths of the idols, may again be permit-
ted to hold converse with man; to deceive und
to lurc to their destruction those who seck
after forbidden intercourse with the denizens of
another world, may be possible, and is certainly
not contrary cither to the teachings of ‘the Old
‘Pestament, or the doctrines of the Cuthelic
Chureh. We speak with diffidence, desiring
to avoid the extremes of credulity on the one
hand, or of scepticism on the otlier; but this
we suy with vonfidence, that ne true Cuatholic
cun ever permit himself on any pretext to take
part in any of the seances, or other rites of
Spiritualism.

._._._,‘»-«-. .

The Londou 7'imes gives it as its opinion
that the Prince of Wales caught €yphus fover
at the house of liord Londeshorough neur
Searborough, where, in compuny with “the lato
Earl of Clesterfield, H. R, H. had been on a
visit, ' The sewage of this houge tho Fimes in-
sinuates iz defective,

b

CoumuNisy 1N, ENGLAND.—We would C'lli
the attention of the Witness to an articlo on thix
subject from the London 7imes, which he wij|
find in another place. Not only does the %<
confirm what we havo said on the subject of
the spread of this latest phaso of Protestantiam
in Englund, but it gives us the further infor.
mation that, “in England aro the head quarters
of the socialist urmy,"—and that it is from the
same country that ‘the campuign amaing

civilization is dirccted.” Tho T'imes” hopes,

however, that much of the Address i5 mere)
“yhetorical,’®or buncombe. Co !

We call * Communism'" & phuse, the lateas
phase of Protestantisin, beoauso it is essentially
anti-Catholic, and ns swoh the legitimate ehilg
of the Reformation ; bcp:xuse it is Protstantisy,
raised to its very highest power, and the direct
result of n logical application of Protestine
privciples. It manifested itself at an e:n-lt—
stage of the Roftymation, even in the days '.;f
Luther ; who, terrified =zt his own work," and
aghast a¢ the filthy devil whioh he had evoked
but {mew not how to lay, called Joudly upm:
the scculararm to suppress it. For a time it van
suppressed; it wus nover killed, however, Jor
again in 179216 reared its houd, as alsoin 1849
and 1871, The seoular arm then is not able [.:
deal with it; and the only lwpes for society uul
for that civilisation which Christianity planted.,
arc in the Church, and in the reconversion of
Europe, Protestantized down to thie infidel
point, to the @atholic fuith, discarded in the
great apostacy of the sixtecuth century,

e
A ccosus of tho severa] Protestant missicns
in India has boen determined uwpon; many
curious fucts will no doubs thereby be bi‘c)ug\;;
to light. The census is to be taken us folloys -
A committee of four gentlemen sclected fromm
four of the Protestant sects has been named -
this committee will address questions to :411
the leading Protestant missions in [l\dii;., N8 ¢
their cost, the numbers of converty mudo during
the last ten years, and other particulars, T his
oepsus will be valuable says the Times cor-
pondent “if the returns uro accurato ; but,” he
pertinently, or as somo would say, impertinent.
ly asks, < will they be aceurate. Will the
missionaries as a body (some will) in the face
of the Societies, dare tv tell tho exaot truth ae
to their work 2 Will they as a body, mark
their baplisis, real and unreal? Will they
say ‘this man stipulated, in advance, for ean-
ployment if e becawe a Christian 2 Suely
cascs of stipulation are not uncommon. | eun
vouch fur some, but will thoy appear in the re-
ports.” Ividently the eritical writer in the
London Times has no great ecoirfidence in tis
truthfulness of Protestant missionary rcp‘f;rh;
and we suppose that as a Drotestant Lo hus
gocd grounds whereon o base his opinions.,

o e

Tue Curilstiay Broraems, — We learn
with much pleasure that these deveted wmien,
and most excellent teachers are aboug to give
fresh extension to their admirable system of
education. The Minere informs us that tor
this purpose they have purchased a largs piece
of ground in St. James” Wurd, whereon thev
will erect 2 magificeut building fiteed for the
reception of boarders, as well as of duy scholars.
All friends of cducation must heartily wish the
Brothers suecess in this undertaking,

e I

The Belleville Intelligencer after noticing the
fact that, from the Judicial Statistics of' Eng-
land for the year 1870, it uppears that there
had been 4,367 inquests on infunts not above «
yuar old, of whom 28 per cent were illegisimute.
has the following remarks :—

“’Fhis mrethod of disposing of infunts is shocking.
It i3 not to be assumed, however, that the 4507
draths under onw year of age, above referred to were
all the result of violence. In wmang W, Do qioubt,
starvation and oxposure were tho dreadful agenty

enzaged in the work., Tt iy difficult, nay impossible,

to see how the prevailing immorality, ignorncee and
imlolenee are to ho speedily cheeked, to any cot-
mllur.::bln dagree, yet it requires no specipl gift. of
foresight to reach the couviction that the dite
results of these evile might be immeasurabiy moditied
by wproperly established, and woil supported systei
of toundling asylums.”

Prax Sruaxing.—The Roverend Father
Stafford is determined to wage uncompromising
war with druukesness, and to put down all
thet promotes it. In his sermon on Sundsy,
the 10th inst., this zealous priest hesitated nos
to ive it as his opinion that the whiskey ven-
dor was in some respects u greater curse to
sociaty than the highway robber. The latter
ussails his victim with the demand, «Your
money v your life; the former says ¢« Yonur
woney and your life," " '

et

At nlarge assembly lately held in London
for the luudable purposs of reclaiming fullen
women, held under the auspices of the Protesd-
ant clergy, the singular fact was brought out
that the immense majority of the women pre-
sent had heen Sunday school scholars, ¢ Not
two per eent of the girls who attend our meet-
ings”—so0 it was alleged a¢ the meeting ag Le-
ported in the London Dadly News— but have
been to n Sunday school,” )

o —

Remittances in our next.




