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«Were you nlot suspicions wien you were asked to
part vîta your valuables V'

"In a goneral way I should not have parted with
them, not even to a relation*of my customer; but tic
romance of the thing deceived me, the half-vested air
of inystery, and above al], hearing ýhe carl's voice so
close to me, and overy stray wverd I coulci catch beau-
lng upon the servat's cunningly told tale. Usually
I aie caution itself, but I was fairly "hiad" tliero."

111 suppose the old chloroform business is quite cx-
plodedi now 1"

",Pretty well;foritisrather dangerous,you sec. A man
mnay ho a bad subject for the -drug, and a,"ait hie may
be armed. That kind of thing used to pay best in a
railway carrnage, like loaded cigars, and narcotics in a
glass of wine. My railway-carriage experience was,
however, of a difl'erent description. Anoiher evening
yon may perliaps like te lîear il."

Queer Ways of Women.
The ways of women are qucer.
A womnan can faint away nt the si-lit of i bit of

blood on lier finger, have ail the childrcn in the liouse
screaming witi fright, requiro eau de cologne to bring
lier to and bo nervous for twcnty-four heours af ter,
yet the samne womnan can, in perfect silence, stand by
and help a doctor perfoîmt ant operation tlîat
may mean death to somte one site loves.

A woman can scorn wvhat shte cails made-over clothes,
can laugh at discriminate charity, and yet the samne
woman can cry as if her.lieart would break and take
ail lier spending money to buy ait o ýercoat for a
ncwsboy site met in the street-cars because lus fac;e
was s0 pitîful.

Site can tak-e two lueurs and a haf te dress to go
toethe thocatre, and thonu tell Cluarlie site knowvs site
looks like a dowdy, but the saiue woruan cati pack n
trunk with things to last her for two weeks in twen ty
minutes when shte gets a telegrain saviing, "Corne as
soon as possible, your motlier is sick.'l

Site wvill bake a cluien îutil it. is brown, and
thien calmnly ins the uisster of the establishmeunt if hoe
doesn't tlîink the En,,lish, way of roasting is prefor-
able to any otlier.

She can (Io most .'uytluingsue wvants, and shc wants
to do most everytuiiig excu.pt, thalik goodnse, wecar
treuqe-s.

Be Happy To-day.
Putting ofF trying te ho happy is robbing life of it,

best chances. Nowv is our-s, tu-morrowv na)' neveu'
cornte for us. And sluould it cernte, wre knowv net wvlut
it may bring of sor-row, tr-oublo, and despai-. But
the hîappy moments once enjoyed are oui-s-fo- ove-.
We can live thi again and agnin iii memory. Ev-cry
thrill of love, joy, and bliss unakes its mark uipon the
inner self, and the more of these inuprcssions 'vo cait
secure the brigluter and botterw~ill be ail the coming
days. Fricuds unay prove fLise and undeserv-ing, but
they cannot tako frein us tlîe joy of having once loveâ
and trusted them. Returned nitèction is a priceless
blessing, but the love %'e give from a fu, warîn luoart
is far more te sus thian any ru'ceived c-ani o. It sweet-
ens and inellows our personality, and sows seeds of
joy, hope, and happiness, and frein themt spring the
flowers of ponce, serenity, and sweetnoess inetthblc.

AÂForgotten Six Million.
At the deatlibed of William B. Astor, fatlier of

the lato John Jacob, after everytuing pertaining to
the enormous personal estate %vas supposed te bo ar-
ranged. the dying man said,-

"John, wvhat did we do wvith tluc six millions of
registered four per cent bonds ?"

"lWe bave forgotten thcm, father," answvered the
son.

"«What do you think we hcd better (Io witu thein,
John 1"

"I think, father, they hiad better ho given te the
girls"ý-is sisters.

"lThat's a good idea, John. Hurry a aman on te
Washington 0speeially, aud have them transferred
before I die."

This was done, andI tho incident is a suggostive
pointer as te the vastness of the property te be dis-
posed of. _______

The Objectionable Waltz.
The waltz, protty and graceful thouffl it ho, is

responsiblo for the declino in dancing. It rendors
conversation an impossibility, thereby doing a,,ajy
at eue fell swoop with one of tho most engaging
charma. of a partner'in the dance. The quadrille is
the favorite battle-field of ilirtation ; the waltz kilîs
flurtation. In the days of the minuet, our ancestors
engaged in pleasant discourse wbile treailing tha
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stately dance, and tic plain uaudrille afllorded rnany
of tic eider of us te en.joy dolicicus bits of flirta-
tien wvith tlioseocf the other sex Nvlom we adniired;
for in tue dance (as oit board shiip or in a sleeping-
car) mcny libeities aîîd pleas.-uitrics pcss for biarre.
less notliings, whliu elsevlicrc iniglt ho offensive.
A revival of the quadr-ille -would please mothers and
daughuters alike.-

Browning and the Young Poet.

Altioug Browning wvas probably net s0 mueli
persecuteti as Tennyson by wierîts et amateur verso,
lie must oftcn have been liard tested te conb;n.
courtcsy wvitu sinccrity in rcplying te tlîeim uninvitcd
communications. 1 know of one case iii which lie
got eut et theo dilliculty ingeniously if net quite in-
genueusly.

A youtlîful poet, cndowved witu ev'en nmore than the
normal self-complacencv of ltis tnibe, hiad conceivecl
the crafty pilan cif tl(.,Îiu..Àîiig huis varices works tC)
well kneova men of letters and forwardiiîg thîcnt the
MSS. with a. reqnest tlîat they wvould got theu in-
serted in the Nineteenth Century, tie Femtnighutly,
or some otlier ioading iiagazine. Ho once sent
Browning a long scrced of Verses, duly ascrihed te
huim and accompanticd by ti e usual request. i% fcev
days afterward hc slio'vd nie with pri(le Browningô's
reply. Thuis consisted cf a ceî-tly courîteous ncknew.
ledgment of the verses, follewecl by tlîis sentence:
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"I have ne influenîce wlîctover witu editors of maiga-
zincs, a fact %vlîieli I regret but on occasions like tho
presetit.;'

Thuis was veciy seetliing to, the peet's seul, but the
wvoid ':butý' was s0 hopeless'y smedged and oblîterated
tliat ne one but the pot could inako it eut. He,
reading wvîth tic oye of failli, saw it cleariy, but te
ordinary eycs the phrase re-sds tluus:

"1A fatttvlicli 1 neyer regret" (smedge) "on occa-
sions like the presit."

Se exquisiteiy noat wvas Brownitig's ordinary baud.
iVritiii" tliat 1 cannt suppose thuis diplomatie smudge
te hiave hîcen othot- tItan iîîtentional.

Extornal Circumetances
Manîi's higicst incuit idwsys is as mucu as possible

te rulo edoi-iial ci,-ceînstanccs, and as hittie as possi-
lIle te l-t luiînseif 1)0 rulcd by thoin. Life lies before
uiI as a îugc qr1taiy lies before the crchiitect ; lie de-

ser-ves net the naîine of an archîitect, cxcept wben eut
of this fortuitous mass lie ccc combine with the great.
estcenoiny, f2itiiess and diirability somte ferra the
patter-n of which originatcd in bis spirit. Ail things
withîout us tire i-e clements, but deep within us lies
the crcativc force wluich eut of thuese can produce wbat
thuey w-cie meant te bc, and vhuich laves us iieitbor
sloep noi- rost tilI in oe way or another it bias been
produced.


