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A SKETCH OF ENGLISH ARISTOCRIACY.*
From "Ten Thousand a Year"-Blackwood's Magazine.

PaEPARINC. Pait. calsITMAS.

" Sec-we're all preparing for to-mnorrow," said Dr. Tatharn,

leading ithe way into the little chuîrch, wlhere the grizzly headed

clerk was busy decoratimg the pulpit, reading desk, and altar-piece
ihli the clieerful emblems of the season.

Peggy ! Peggy !-you're sadly overdoing it," said the doctor,
ealing out to Cte sextoni's wife, Who was busy ut work in the squire's

pew-.a largo square pei in the nave, near the pulpit. " WhIy, do
you waiit to hide the squire's fanily fron the coigregation ? You're

quite puttiig ai lîmly heidge ail round."
Piease you, sir, 'vo got so much I don't know where ta put it

.-s, in course, I put it lare."

' Then," said the Doctor, wvith a smile, looking round the chureh,
"'Iet John geta iiiand put sone of it in those old ha:chments; "anId"
L>king >upat the clerk, busy ut work in the pulpit, " don't put

quite so muehi up there in imny cadlestics.
With this the parson and te squire took their departure. As

they passed up the village, whîmicli alrzendy worv ai holiday aspect,
they ueton ail hands witi a cordial and respectfitl greetinîg. Th
quiet little public hose turned out soine four or live stout fcllows,
-ail tenants of his-with tieir pipes in their hiands, anid iio ook
<idTîheir liats and bowal very lowr. Mr. Aubrey iwent up iiand en-

icered inito conversation with them fur some iniutes---their fiilies

aînd fLiris, lie found, were well and thriving. Tliere ias quite a
lttie crowd of omen aunaboutthe shop of Nick Steele, the buteiher,
who, witlh an xtra hand to help lim, as giving out the second ox

which hiuait beensent fro lithe hall, to t liapersons wrhose nines bad
beei girven in t him raiiii m a Mrs. Aubrey. Fiuirtlher on, soine were

cleanii t'icr little wiidows, otierss seping teir floors, andi
spriikliing sand over themn ; miost rere stickiig bolly and mistletoe

iii their tinidows and over tlieir nantel-pieces. Every bwhere, in
ishort, was to lue seen that air of quiet preparation f'r the cheerful

morrow, wviiehi fills a thiougltful observer with feelings of pensive
but exquisite satisfuetion.

Mr. Aubrey returned home toavrds dusk, eiiered and aniveiied
ly his walk. lis sudden pluiage into the simplicit> and comparn-
tive solitude .of cuuntry life-aid tuait country Yatton-liad quite

relresed his feelings and givei a tonie to uhis spirits. Of course
i . Ttham was ta dinue at the hall on the morrow; if lie did

rot, iind'ed, itwould bave been the first lime durintg t lhast five-
ad tweinty years,

'RisTMAt s EVEP.

Christmas ac passed pleasant'y aid quiethy enough. at the hall.

Alter dinnier the iierry little ones weie initrodiced, anîd tleir prat-
tle and romps occupied ami hour riglit joyotisly. As soo s, smo-
thered vith kisses, ther hmiad beenu dismissed to bei, old Mrs. Au-
brey composed hersei i, lier grteat chair to lier usuial aifte'r-diiiicr's
nîp ; while her Sonl, his tire, and sister, sittitg round the tire-a
decaiter or two, attn taiew i -gasses, and dessert remuaiiiiiig he-
hindm thm- it 'onversing iii a sudued tule, io listeninîg ta ltje
iniIid roaring in the clhimiey-a soid w-hieh Inot m little enthianced
itheir 'se of comfort--ite criticisitîg the dispositio of the ever-

greens withu whiic the room i ras plenteously decorated, in c laying
toit their inovemieuts during the ensuii ihîrtniiht. Mrs. A uhrey
.ad Kate nre, awith affllectionate eairnîestimoss, contrasting to A ubrey
the pteacefli pleasures of a country life vith lite restless excitement
anid enudiass aixieties of a Lonitdot political lift', to wih tey saw
lhuimuora:m mo'e addieting huimsef; hie alI th wile playau

parryinng their attacks, but secretly cimwledging the truth a
force of what tiey said, wlietu-hairk !--a iiovel souid fraim ilithout
whi-ict roused the old ady from herm nap. What do vou think, dear
rea:er, it wias ? The voices of little girls sinugiig what saeimed t
b: a Christmats lymtnu: yes, thiey euughut hie words

"ihark I the herahd-ngels sing,
GloryIo ti thenw-borni kirg
Peace un artdi, rai i'ry mikt

I t "mist h voir little school-girls, said old 1Mrs. A ubrey, lookinig
at lier daugter, and listeiing.

S I do celieve it is, quoth Kate, lier eves suddenuly filliig îwhh
taa, as she sat eageiry i inc iig towards the window.

1 Theu mlutist b stadiiîg on thte grass-lot juist bef.re the witi-
clow," s Mil1lr. Aubiry: tliylit' voices wre thlrillinig hais very
h-art vithin h iml. il is sensitive heart mighît ho compared to a de-
lieatte ilia barp, whicic gave fortii, withii te slighitst breath of
accideit or circtumtamces,---

'['Tuc stil l, s;a d maausic aof hutaniautiyr.''
lua a faew nmomenits lie iras almoîst ini hears---the soîunds were so uni-
ilike tue fierco muid turbulent crias af political warlure ta wichl huis
e'ars hîad beau latterly mueustomîed. 'The mtore duc poar childrin
s ng, thc more iras lhc affexcd. Xate's tears fell fast, fer shue hîad
b'eon ini an excited mooad before thtis lile inîcidenut accurredoc. "lDo

you hmear, utammam," said hc. " thme vaice oft theor btal thing thaI

-was hast taken imita the school ? Th'e littlea darlinag!" Ruile tried
ta smii! ' vaiy- huai emoitionî, but 'trîas in1 vacin. Mr. A ubrey genutly
drew' aside lte curtain, andi puthled upt the central blindt, mand there,
hecadedt by their mîatron, stood the liuttle sinigers exposed -te vian',
saune eighitean ini nmber, ranagad ini a rowr an lte grass, their whiita

* C'aaiinued from p. 135.

dressesglistening in the moonlight. The oldest seenied not more
than twelve years old, while the younger ones could not be more
than five or six. They seemed all singing from their very hearts.
A ubrey stood looking ati them with very deep interest.

As soon as they had finished their hymn, they were conducted
into the housekeeper's room, according to orders sent for that pur-
posé from irs. Aubrey, and each of them received a little present
of money, besides a full glass of Mrs Jacksbn's choicest raisin wine
and a currant bun ; Kate slipping half-a-guinea into the hand of
their mistress, to whose wish to aflfbd gratification to the inmates
of the hall, ias entirely owing. thejittle incident which had sa
pleased and surprised them.

clIRIST3MAS.
A happy Christrnas to you, dear papa and mamma !" said little

Aubrey, about eight o'clock i the next norning, pushing aside

the curtains, and clanbering up on the high bed iwhere Mr. and
Mrs. Aubrey were still asleep---soon, however, they were awoke
by the welcomen sound. The morning promisedi a beautiful day.
''he air, though cold, was clear ; and the branceis of the tracs vi-
sible from thei ir windows, were all covered with bhoar frost, which
seeîned to lin2 them aIl with silver fringe. The little bells of Yat-
ton eiurch were ringing a mnerry peal ; but, how different in tone
and strengtli from the clangor of the London ciurch bells1
Christmas was indeed at length arrived, r.nd cheerfuli were the
greetings of those who son aifter met at the break-fst table. Old
Mrs. Aubrey vas going ta church with lîthn; in fact, not even a

domnestic was to be left at home that could possibly be spared. Ey
the tine that the carriage, Nith ithe fat and lazy-looking grey hor-
ses, were at the hall door, the sun lad burst out in beauty froin an
alnost cloudless skv. The three ladies rode alone; Aubrev pre-
flerring to walk, accomnpaniedby his litte son, as the ground was
dry and liard, and the distance very short. A troop of soie tiwelve
or fourteen servants, imale and fenale, fallotved presently; and then
came Mr. Auibrey, leading along the heirof Yatton, a bey of whon
lie ight weihlal be proud, as the future possessor of his home, his
furtunes, and his hinours. When he, lad reached the church, the
carriage was returninîg home. Almost the whole congregation
stood collected before the church door, tosee ie squire's fanily en-
ter ; and reverent were the curtsies and bows witli which old Mrs.
A ubrey and lier lovely companions were received. Very son af-
ter tlhey bad taken their places, M1r. Aubrey and his son iade their
appearance ; objects they were of the deepest interest, as they

passed along to the pow. A fan' minutes after, Dr. Tatiam
entered the curch in his surplice (which he almost always put on
at home), with a ihce, serious toabe sure, but yet oversptead with an
expression even more kind and benignant thman usuaL. -e k-new-
there was not a soul among the little crowd around hui that did
not really love itii, and that did not know ihow heartily lie return-
ed their love. All eyes were, of course, on the squire's pew.. Mrs.
Aubre 'was looking well-her dauglter and d:uglter-in-lav were
thought by ail tu be by far the most beautiful womnen in the worid
-whiat miust peupla think of thèm iii Landon 3 ! Mr. Aubrey lool-
ed, as they thouglt, pîleaLsed and happ y, but rather paler, anMd even
a lite thiinier ; 1mand as for the little squire, with lis bright eyes,
lis rosy cheLeks, lis arch smile, his curling auburn hair-he wras the

pridecof Yattomi !
Dr. Tatlham rend prayers, as he always did, witi great distinct-

niess and deliberation, su that every body in the chturchl, young and
olid, could catch every syllable; and lie preached, cousiderately
enoughi, a very short sernon-pithy, homely, and alFectionate. e-la
reiîminded theim that lie n'as then preaching lis thirty-first Christ-
mas-day sermon froni the pulpit. 'lhe service over, nonc of the
coigregationmoved froin their places till the occupants of tle
Squire's pne lad quitted it ; but as son as theyi bac got outside
of die door, the good peaple turned out affter then, and atnost
Iined the way froin the chureli door ta the gate at which the car-

riage stood, receiving and answcrinig a iundred kind eiquiries con-
ceiluing tiemslves, tlir famîilies. and tieir circunmstances.

Nr. Aubrey stayed behind, desirous of takinîg another little rami-
ble w'ith Dr. Tathai througli the îiihge, for the day was ndeed
brigi and beautiaful, aind the occasion inspiriting. ''lire n'as înot
a vilklager within four or fi ve miles of the hall iwhio did not situdownu j
that day ta a confortable little relishing dinner, at least one-third
of theilm being indebtcd florit directIy tothe bountye' theAubreys.
As soon as I)r. Tathamni had taken oulhis gown, lue accomipanied
Mi. Aubrey in cieerful moud, in the briskest spirits. 'Twas de-

lightful ta sec the sioke come curling out ofevcry c-imney, seace-
lV any onc visible, suggesting ta yanooutat ther were allhoused, and
prepariig for, or partaking of their roast beef and plum puddinîg.
Now' and tInt the busuling wife would show lier hmeated red face at
the door, and hastily curtsey as they passed, tthen returnîing to dishi
ump lier litle dinnier.

Byv live u'cloek the little party wrie saated at the cheerfuli dinner
table, eovered wilth the g]ittering old faily~ pinte, and that kinîd cf
Lire, aît aînce substanîtial anîd luxurious, wichal befitted diaeoccasionu.
Oild Mis. Aubir, in lier simple w'hite turban, and black velvet
dress, piresided withu a kind oftdignified çheerfulness, whlich w'as tde-
lighîtful ta see. Rate had eontrived te mnake heself leaok nmire
loveiy even than usal, w'earinîg a dress cf dark lue satin, tastefully ,
tritmmed wth blonde, and wichia exqjuisitely comnportcd writh ber
lovely' complexion. Olu that Delamere had bean sittinig opposite
ta, or beside lier I rie more nmatured proportionss af ber hloming
sister-ini-law mappeared hto infinite advantage ini a richu greeni i'evetJ

dress, while a superb diamond glistened with subdued listre in her
beautiful bosam. She wore nu ornaments inÇher dark lhair, whieh
nwas, as indeed might be said of Rate, "when anadorned, adorned
the most.'" The grey-headed old butler, as brisk as bis clioicest
champagne, ith which he perpetually bustled round the table, and
the thrée steady loolking old family servants, going about their bu-
siness with quiet celerity-thle delicious air of antique elegance
around them,-this n'as a Christmas dinner after one's on iheart I
Oh the merry and dear old Yatton ! And as if there were not love-
liness enough already in the rooin, behold the door suddenfly push-
ed open as soon as the dinner is over, and rai up ta bis gay and
lauging mother, lier litle son, lis ample snory collar resting
gractfully on his crimson velvet dress. 'Tis ber hlope and pride--
lier first-born-the little squire; but where is bis sister ? n-here is

Agnes ? 'Tis even as Charles says-she fll fast asleap in the ver
net of being dressed, and they- 'ere obliged ta put huer ta bed ; sa
Charles is aloine in his glury. You may well fold your delicate
white atm araround bi, mmmnna.

His little gold cup is nearly filled te join in the first toasta are
yo all ready? ''he vorthy Doctor has poured 3r'. Auhrey's
glass, and Kate'sglass, ful1l up ta the brim:-" Our next Clhristma !'"

SHERIFF PARKINS, A CIARACTER.

(This individual, ino was -ell known in England, about tweb-e
years ago, ant since then lias made soie noise, occasionall, in tle
Unmited States, recently departed this life. The ftlloinug biogu a-

phical sketch of su eccentrie a character wvill not b without intLr-

est.)
A troubled spirit is at rest. Josepli W. Parkins, Ex-Shierif' of

London, departei ltis life, su ddenl, at Newark, on Tuesday mnor-
ing. Ie hacd been ill for sme weeks, but n'as con.v-idered as in
the n'ay of conîvalescence, when his sudden decease pt an end ta
the delusiveLhopes Iicli non more strongly entertained than him-
self of his entire recovery.

There was much to admire in the conduct and character of tiis
singular and original geiuîs, and as much t disgust ; but his verv
foibles, wlere a person did not happen te be the victim oft themu,
were an interesting study. le was an iof the nost contumacious
and ptugnacious mortals that ever breathed the breati of life. Quick
in his affections, lue iras the very creature of impulse, and as quick,
'in his jealousy and resentments. Miserly in saie points, hue n'as
lavish in expenditures in the pursuit oft is hobbies, ome of wbieh,
it is due to te1w character of the deceased to say, wras charity. Anîy
man could win tfli way to his beart and to bis purse, by nakiung
out a case OF persecution, and then the old gentlemnanu would lautl:
out whbatever lie had at comnand, to put lis ew friend above flie
reaeb of the "tinfernal andi mst horrible atrocious villains," wlo
huad injured lais priege ''ie chance was, hlotwever, that in lss
than a month, he would incilude that friend in the saime categor.

Ex-Simariff Parkins cane ta tIis country about ten years since.
ai English radical, alnost, or at any rate strongly prepossessed in
fîvour of the very largest liberty. le travelled over the country,
delagiteti îrh its eiiterprise, antd cauîglut wmitlithe rapuidly increas-
i ng vale of property. He made soma large investmnents, and was'
on the point of mnaking amore, ihenl he suddenly discovered what he
thouglit was an attempt to over-reach limiu. At tlie saine lime, he
experienced saune dificulty in procuring the passage of a lawto
enable huim t-a holld real estate. As his carly life was spent anong
the Seepoys and Coolies in the East Inudies, and as lie had becoie
somehnat soured, and unreserved iii the use of his pcetuliar phrase-
ology, it may readily be fancied that ha did not get n very trell in
lobbying a bill tirough the Legislature. Irritated and provoked,
hie threw himnself in the ray of legal prosecutions, and a series cf
insuhs, begui andi prosecuted against him itin aio very good spirit,
made the most of bis faulîts and foibles, and fnally thlrew hmn into
the debtor's prison in this city, on various verdicts for danages for
shander, assault and battery, &e., anounuting in all, witih custs, ta
five or six thiousand dollars.

These crediturs, or a portion of them, fled a ereditor's bill in
Clhancery, mid ain order from the Chancellor n'as issued, directing
Nr. Parkins ta surrender certain bonds, known to b in his pus-
session, fur the liquidation of the verdicts. Parkins sumnarily is-
stied a verbal arder ta te Chancellor ta betake himself to a place
n-luere Sophr's coal stoves are not needed. For contempt of tlhe
Chancellor and of dte Chancellor's decrees, lie wrent into Bride-
wehl, as abova relatei, witlithe bonds in his pocket; and at the end
of five years, canme out of durance witlh the saune identical papers in
his possession. Once, during the terin of his imprisonnient, lie was
indicted and fined fur an assault and battery on the keepers, or
somie of the inîmates. An attempt was made ta proI him insane,
a defence w'hichi ha most- indiignantliy diiselaiomed, and disproveti taoo,
before a commission cf lunaey'. Representatiomnsimade to the Chani-
cellor, wtithount the aid nmn's privity, as ta theair nature, set forthn

lis peeculiar chtaracter, and! he wras uncondiionally dischmarged.
The old muan -t'as very' mach elated at iwhat ha regarded as a sig-

nal victory. IIe neeri kinw the motive that led te lhis release, riz.,
a deferenîce la the inflrmuity ofîhis charactar, lais maonmania- 'rime
v'ictory, like amainy other victorias abtained ah mare cash, n'as miost
wuorthiless. île ratainedi bis bonds, it is brume, but a Receiver ha:d

beent appoitedi,--thea boncds puaid to that Rteceiver, and! deelared
voaid ; so that lhe emîpty papers in luis pessession amounuted te ne-

thuing. Thmat Receiver paid the' verdicts, and! reteins stilt, wea ha-


