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'1Now the Spirit speaketh expressly that in the
latter days some will separate themselves from
the Roman Faith.' This edition bas archiepisco-

pa approval. I Cor. iii-15 runs as follows, 'Ho
himself shall be saved. yet in ail cases as by the
fire of purgatory.' I tbink we need not go fur-
ther for 'some pretence of evidence' that the
Bible is manipnlated.

THE ASCENSION.

By Prof. G. H. S. Walpole, D. D., in the May
number of the American Church Sunday

Sehool Magazine.

St. Luka xxiv.: 49-53; Acte i. : 9-11.

We shall consider (1) The fact itself; (2)
The significance to the Church; (3) Its signi-
ficance to ne.

I. The fact itself.
It bas soemed strange to somé that so im-

portant a fact as that of the Ascension should
be narrated by only one evangelist-St. Luke
-for the account in St. Mark's Gospel is found
in a passage. the authorship of whieb niany
arm not quite certain about. Why does St.
Matthew say nothing about it, and why is St.
John silent ? The answer to these questions
lies in the true idea of the gospels. As we have
seen before, they were not intended to be bi-
ographies, to tell everything that Jeans did or
said, but rather te bring out a certain aspect of
our Lord's life. If thon the Ascension was a
part of that aspect, it would be narrated, but
not othcrwise. St. Matthew's object was te
show that our Lord fulfilled overy coheption
of the Messianic King, and he naturully con-
cludes with that splendid picture cf our Lord
standing on the mount with five hundred dis-
ciples gathered around, giving them commission
to go and baptiz the whole world and bring it
to lis feet. St. John's object was te show that
our Lord was the everlasting word incarnate,
and te point out how we were led to bolieve in
Him or disbelieve in Him-how faith and un-
belief reached this climax in Ris presence. How
could his story of the growth of faith find a
more fitting conclusion than the glowing con.
fession of St. Thomas: "My Lord and my God l'
(It sbould be noted that St. John's Gospel
properly concludes with Chap. 203 la both
these cases thon, the narration of the Ascension
would bave spoiled the completeness of the
Gospel. And both St. Matthew and St. John
would have been amazed had they suppued
that their omission of the fact was constructed
into ignorance of it. The first would have ask-
ed, "Did I not show the Divine Kaster, clothed
with a]] power in heaven and earth, worshipped
by His Church and promising His Presence te
it throughout all the days-what other fact
but the Ascension could complote His earthly
manifestations ?" And St. John would ask
whether the words of the Master, which he had
recorded (St. John 6: 62), " what, and if ye
shall see the Son of man ascend up where He
was before ?" were not conclusive as te the fact
of the Ascension. St. Luke is the oniy evange-
list from whom we should expect an àocount,
for ho alone proposes to "sot forth, in order, a
declaration of those things which are most
surely believed among us." As the Ascension
was one of those things we should have been
surprised bad hé notgiven us an account of it,
we sea then, there is no good reason for being
surprised that St. Luke only narrates its cir-
cumstances. Note next the strangely simple
accouut of the fact as given by St. Luke. It is
like the parting of a father with hie children,
rather than the triumphant réturn of a king to
bis tbrone. "He led thêm out " through the

ga esof the city, across the - Kedron, up the
Mount of Olives and then in some spot " over
against " the place whére His body had been
" anointed for the burying," He lifted up His
hande and blessed tbem. And it came to pasi
while He blessed tlhem, He parted from them,
and was carried up into heaven." How im-
possible not te believe that it happened just as it-
is recorded. How could anyoneinventso severe.
ly simple a tale? How natural to describe the
last words, the aspect of the Saviour, the sudden
manifestation of chorus of angels, the adoration
of the disciples, the majestic ascent-and yet
nothing of this. How différent this from the
departure of Elijahi I We find ail that we need,
but i.othing more.

I. Signficance of the fact to the Church.
What was its meaning ? Why did our Lord

maniflet Himself once more to give this sElemn
farewell ? First, that His Church might know
that the period of manifestations was over.
Before that time He might come at any time
and in any place, but now He would depart not
to appear till He should come again in like
manner .as they saw Him go into heaven. It
is true that He appeared to St. Paul on the ruad
te Damascus, in the temple at Jerusalem-and
again to St. John in Patmos, who felt the
pressure of fils band (Rev. 1: 17), but not in
the saine way. Thèse later manifestations were
more of the nature of visions, as is apparent by
the circumstances under which they were
given.

Secox.dly. That the Churob might realize
through ail thu difficulties and storms which
were to come on her, that our Lord's attitude
to her was one of " everlasting benediction." She
might be oppressed and apparently deféated,
but the gates of hell should never prevail against
ber, for abse was the subject. of His blessing.
His bande are ever over her, etrengthening,
inspiring and encouraging. So it is, that
the aposiles returned to Jerusalem on that first
Holy Thrsday, not with the tears of those who
have bidden a last farewell to their bést Friend,
but with great joy (St. Luke 24: 52), a joy
that expresed itself in a perpetual blessicg and
praisirg of God. The Ascension of Christ was
te them a sign of ultimate triumph. They, as
He did, must face diiculty, trial and death,
but thèse were not defeats, but marks of victory.
Thir King, though invisible, was dwelling in
the centre of everlasting might, and though
the régeneration of humanity might be long
in coming, it.was certain.

Thirdly. To assure them of His return. In
one of His provions manifestations had He
spoken about returning, but now, in the last,they had a definite assurance through the
angels, that He would come back, and these
words must have recalled ail His teaching about
His return, how He bad bidden them watch for
it, work with it in sight. IL was évidently no
lime for "gazing into heaven." They muet be
up and doing, making the earth ready for Hie
return, as fie is making the heavenly mansions
ready for us.

III. Its Significance for us.
That blesing which He gives to the Church,

as a whole, He gives te ail her members. This
each oie should remember when He bears the
words of the eucharistic blessing. It is strange
unbelief te leave the Church without receiving
that, as some do. Again, each one should look
for that blessing in his daily duties, asi for it,expéct to find it The wnrds of the old grace
betore meals, " Bless, O Lord, these Thy gifte
to our use, and us to Thy service," should bo
used for ail God's gifts-the holiday, tho ex.
curaion, the pleasant book, the magazine and
nwspaper, and nothing should be used unless
we can feel thatit has His blessing-" Whatso-
ever fs not of faith, is sin." Rom. 14: 23.

The sense of Hie return to us, individually,
at death, as to the world on the great day,

ought to be strong within ns. "The night
cometh when no man eau work." Read our
Lord'a serions warning against those who think
that He is delaving His. coming (St. Luka 12:
45). Our position is to be that of those who
wait for their Lord; that of virgins who
are not content with having just enough
grace for the day, but who accumulates grace,
fill their ves'els as Well as their lampe (St. Matt.
25: 1-13.)

MOVEMENTS IN REL[GIOUS THOUGHT.

[Irish Becleiastical Gazette.]

THosE of us who can carry our present recol-
lections so far back as the lat forty or fifty
years must recognize that great changes, even
if we do not regard them as advances, have
taken place within that period, Opinion about
the date we speak et, say in the " Forties," was
crystallized; there was ne movement ; contro-
versy cente-ed round snch topics as Calvinistio
Predestination, Baptismal Regeneration was
not thon aven on the theological horizon; ques-
tions about the Real Prsence were not at ail
entertained or dreamt of. Unfulfilled prophecy,
however, had a large place; it formed the prin-
cipal arsenal from which weapons were drawn
to fight the Roman foe. It had'its advantages;
for example it spoke whatever the interpreter
wished, and who could contradiot him P from
the pages o! Daniel and the Apocalypse hé filled
his quiver with arrows against the Papacy.
Dr. Cumming and other writers of the prophetic
school waxed bold and confident, fixing thé year
1867 as that of the doom of Papal Babylon. But
1867 came and went, and their interprtations
of prophecy were not falilled. By-and-bye a
movement of religious thought began to stir in
Irish religions circles ; we do not mean te speak
at any length of its influence in the Broad
Church direction; but both Broad and High re.
belled agair'st and thrw off the terrible Calvin.
istic conception of God and His dealinge. Pré-
destination gradually oeased to be discnssed; it
had become practically dead and buried in the
course of time. " That.most wholesome doctrine
and very full of comfort," Baptismal Regénera-
tion, teaching as L does and truly teaching that
God mercifully receives every infant at its Bap.
tism, afforded au immense relief from the
gloomy and crushing Calvinism of the time to
thoughtful minde. Gradually Church doctrine
founded on Bible truth began to emerge from
the darkness under which it had lain so long.
More beneficent and true conceptions of God
begun to find a place; also truer and juster
views of man, His créature, formed in His
image sud likeness. By degrees the world be-
yond thé grave began to a ear in a néw light,
which yet was alseo old. e Puritanical spirit
in its fear and horror of Purgatory had abolished
Paradise ; iu a way, at once contrary to both
reason and revelation, it had denied ail growth
or advance in the future life, and fixed ail the
departed at the moment of death at once and
for e 7er as perfected in holiness and happinese,
or in sin and torment, according as they died in
faith or in the absence of it. Some cast the
dead into a profound sleep which was to endure
froin eath until the Judgment, and this contra-
dicted the teaching of the Holy Scripture and
the Creeds. Of late we have, thank God, bagun
to know what is meant by the words, "I be-
lieve in the Holy Catholie Church, the Com-
munion of Saints." Oh, how much blessed truth
this Article carries with it, whether we look at
it in the light of the present life, or in the light
of the life of the world to come i-the feeling of
safety and privilège of being placed in God's
own kingdom from the very firt, against which
the gates of hell shall not prevail, and béing fed
and guarded in it through ail the ohanging
scenes and chances o! this mortal life, if n weil


