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A CHARGE.

DELIVERED TO THE CONVOCATION HELD AT BXSXIOI"S
COURT, ON THURSDAY, MAY 19th, 1842;

BY
THOMAS VOWLER SHORT, D.D., BISHOP OF
SODOR AND MAN.
(From The Church Intelligencer.)

My Reverend Brethren,—When I first looked at
the office to which it has pleased God to call me, and |
Tegarded myself as about to fill a station once occupied |
by 8t. Peter, St. Paul, and the other holy Apostles;
when I looked at the see in which I was destined to
abour, and remembered the excellence of Bishops
Wilson and Hildesley, I thought of my own weakness,
and prayed for the help of God. ~When I looked at
the island, I thought of a united Church, the pattern
of other dioceses, and the quiet retreat of ecclesiastical
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" of the advantages arising from the superintendence of

law and Christian polity. I thought of Church prin-
Ciples bearing the fruit of clerical zeal and activity,
and blessed with entire lay conformity. I thought of
that which perhaps never existed in this world: of a
diocese such as Bishop Wilson would have wished it.
You all know what the actual state of the diocese is;
but you are hardly aware of its relative position,
when compared with the state of the Church of Eng-
rally, »

€ condition of the Church of England has Leen
for some years rapidly and greatly improving. The
younger clergy are generally much better educated
than they formerly were, and have, as a whole, be-
come much more intelligent, zealous, and active ; and
the love borne to them by the people is consequently
greatly on the increase. I thank God for it, and
take courage, and pray God that we too may go for-
Ward in this movement.

But what is the real state of this Diocese ?

Our people are estranged from the Church, I do
Mot say alienated, for I believe that there does not
exist any feeling of hostility towards the Church, but
Many have wandered from us; and they who still hold
With us are bound to us in a loose, uncertain way.—

hey often hardly know why they continue to retain
that loye for the Church of their forefathers, which
they haye not as yet shaken off.

Our people are fond of novelty and excitement,
and they are ignorant. They do not generally pos-
888 that knowledge of our holy faith, or of the pecu-
liar doctrines of our Church, which would lead them
10 reverence the institutions on which the safety of
all that is dear to us, humanly speaking, depends.—
It requires some knowledge of history to understand
the principles on which the existence of a Church
must be founded. It requires some acquaintance with
our own doctrines and discipline to be able to prefer
that which is established among us; it will hardly be
denied that our people generally do not possess this,

and it may be questioned whether, in some degree,
the same fault do not belong even to the ministers of
God's word among us—whether many of us, who are

wherever it was possible, regulatcd by 'the superin-
tendence of the Clergyman of the parish, at least
never opposing him, I believe that they would prove
very great blessings, even now. But 1 do_n.ot believe
that any unauthorised combination for spm.tuz.nl pur-
poses, will ever continue to do good, or re'tam its spi-
rituality for any length of time. In the first genera-
tion there may be a great appearance of advantage—
in the second the evils to be apprehended, may “91
have fully developed themselves; but such a COH}bl-
pation will hardly pass through a third g?m.erz_it'lon,
without showing forth its real character.  If divisions
be an evil, and schism a sin, they who ncgllect that
which, in my view of the subject, is estabhshet.i by
God, will necessarily experience the eﬂ'f‘cts of Wi
God frequently produces good out of evil. We may
thank him, but we must answer for our owh errors.

But to go on with the history. When good men
among us saw the evil which had been produced
through these divisions, without perhfxps fully ob-
serving the cause; when they concel‘\'ed t_hat the
most sincere religion which was visible in their ﬂock's,
was to be found among those who were less strict in
their Church membership, they paturally looked at
the means by which the leaders of a party, which
was gradually becoming estranged from the Churc.h,
drew off the congregation from their Parochial Minis-
tors—and in some cases perhaps the authorised Pastors
had recourse to the same arts. They sought that
which would produce excitement, rather than sober
edification—to expound rather than to catechise.—
They threw aside the shield and the spear, and hoped
to gain the victory by the sling and the smooth stone.
They did that which was wise in a special champion,
such as David; bat which could hardly succeed when
extended to the whole body of the Church militant,
except under a special command, and possibly some
might have acted without the authority of those,
whom the Lord had set over them. There is but
one way in which ve can hope to fight the good fight
as a body of Chrisian warriors, as the chosen servants
and ministers of our great Captain. There must be
systematic unity, 1ot only of design but of operations.
We must proceed by the rules which the Church has
laid down; using personal zeal in our own appropriate
sphere, and exlibiting proofs. of Christian charity
towards those who are without, or who oppose them-
selves; and if we will go on doing this, we may confi-
dently look for saccess at the hands of the Lord.—
There may be along fight of toil, and we may not
be allowed to se> the morning draught; but if we go
on, as Christ has bid us, Christ will crown our labours
with success. It may be our lot to plough and sow,
and we may never live to see the increase, but fear
not, there will b2 an increase.

Let us now look at the means which lie within our
power for remedying these evils. Our object should
be to reform ourselves, but the misery is, that we ob-
serve the faults of others, instead of trying to reform
our own. We sec what the laity do amiss—we see
what the subordinate officers of the Church do amiss—

zealous for the purity and spirituality of religion, feel

strongly enough the value of a Church establishment, :
or-are sufficiently aware of the differences which exist |
between us and those who dissent from us. And it

is unquestionable, that in order to impress these truths |
on our flocks, we shall most wisely make the attempt, |
not by sounding forth the praises of our Church, but |
by exhibiting proofs of her utility. We must make

every house in our parishes feel the blessing of their |
Parish Priest, and the people will need few arguments “
to comince them of the benefit of an Establishment. |

But it would be worse than useless to tell parishioners

a Parochial Clergy, if the individual under whose spi-
ritual guidance they are placed is obviously negligent
of his duty.

The remedy, therefore, of the evil of which I com-
Plain is to be sought for among ourselves. I say not
}hat the whole fault arises from ourselves, though it
is probably to be attributed to this rather than to any
other cause. I mean not that each individual Cler-
gyman has neglected his duty, but that, as a body,
we have been guilty, and that if we wish to see the
Church of this island as it ought to be, we must first
confess our own faults to God, and then strive to re-
establish discipline in the Church; and in so doing,
We must re-establish it among the Clergy, before we
attempt anything among the laity.

There are two species of faults for the prevention
of which Church discipline is required among the
Clergy.

There are sins of commission, when the Clergy are
guilty of such offences against God or man as render
their ministrations valueless, and themselves rather
examples of that which is to be avoided than to be
imitated.

There are sins of omission, when they neglect to do
that which it is their bounden duty to perform; and
when their ministrations are little esteemed by the

ple, because the teacher does not seem to be zea-
ously engaged in the work of the Lord. The sheep
betake themselves to unauthorized Pastors, because
they who are vested with legitimate authority are not
employed as they ought to be. The fault, indeed, in
this case is not confined to the Pastor alone; but the
only remedy which we can seek for must be sought
among ourselves, since we have comparatively lost our
influence over those who have placed themselves be-
yond the pale of any authority which can be exercised
by us.

When I impute blame to us as a body, let me add |
that such blame does not extend to each individual |
among us. It is not the negligence of one or two |
Clergymen which can destroy a church, nor the zeal
and activity of one or two, which can remedy the evil. |

1 will lay before you what I believe to be the history I

of the present state of things in this Island.

Bishop Wilson kept up ecclesiastical discipline full |
4s much as was required, and in his administrations |
he was more apt to perform things himself, than to.|
fead his Clergy to carry on what was necessary in |
their parishes. I do not pretend to blame him, for
this is the fault of a great man, but it is a fault, for
it leaves the service too dependent on him who is at |
the head of it. It does not train up a race of suc-
cessors, who will improve on what has been done— |
and this should be the object of a good man., I do |
pot pretend to blame Bishop Wilson, but I suspect
that this was the natural consequence of his general ‘
proceedings. !

When his successors gradually relaxed the discipline |
which he exercised over the laity, they did the same |
with regard to the Clergy, who, perhaps in some cases, |
glad to be quit of an authority over them wl ich they |
esteemed severe, relaxed in their own exertions, be-
yond what they would have done, had they been less
testrained before. ThencamescandalintoourChurch,
and from our retired position, the Clergy here are not
so subject to the controul of public opinion as our
brethren in England: and when some of them fell
foto that which must alienate the people from the
Clergy, the unauthorised preacher of vital religion |
found his way among our flocks, and set up the stan- |
dard of a spiritual faith without those safeguards which
{nstitutional religion can alone, humanly speaking, ‘
provide. Let me not be mistaken.

I believe that the introduction of the Wesleyan |
Methodists here, as elsewhere, kept up a spirituality
of religion—kept up the essentials of Christianity
which would otherwise have been buried among us. |
1 thank God for the good done by them.

I believe that if these combinations had retained
their original intention; if they had been assemblies |
of Churchmen meeting for mutual edification, and,

we see what our brethren in the ministry do amiss—
we probably discover real evils, and suggest proper
remedies, but God does not enable us to employ them,
while we overlook our own faults, of which the remedy
is entirely in our own power—at least God will give
us the power, if we seek for it aright.

Our first error, on which I will make any remark,
is that we do not sufficiently act as a body. We work
as individuals, and not as a Charch. The greater
part of that which is done by a Clergyman, must be
accomplished in his individual capacity, but there is

| a part in which we ought to act together, and from

not doing so, out ministrations are much less effective,
and appear to ueed not only uniformity but unity.—
We are in want of discipline. 1 do not mean that
species of authority which is possessed by a Bishop
or any other ecclesiastical officer; but such an organi-
zation among ourselves, as shall give combination and
energy to that which is done by us. The power of
the Bishop in this Island is sufficiently great—that
of my episcopal brethren in England has, I am per-
suaded, been diminished, because, if I may be allowed
to explain a paradox, ecclesiastical power has been
vested in their hands too much. In looking at the
early Charch the governing power is the Bishop with
the presbytery, neither the ‘Bishop alone, nor the
presbytery without him. If we look at the actual
constitution of the Church of England, the Dean and
Chapter are the council, the advisers, the assistants
of the Bishop. And it is, perhaps, because Bishops
have neglected so to use these bodies, that they them-
selves have lost somewhat of their own authority, of
their moral influence; and the people of England
have failed to perceive the advantage to be derived
from cathedral institutions. :

In this Island, unfortunately, I possess no such
council; but in every important act of mine, since 1
have come among you, I have called in the assistance
of such of the presbytery as could be conveniently
assembled. In the ordination, some of you (accor-
ding to the Canous), joined in the examination of the
candidates, as well as in laying on your hands on those
who were admitted to the priesthood. On other oc-
casions, too, you have kindly added weight to my
authority, by showing that you concarred in what I
was doing. It was not my act alone, but our joint
act, and as such carried with it an authority which it
would not have otherwise possessed. It is this in-
fluence—the Bishop and his elders, which I wish to
sce established among us.  If it please God to grant
so great an honour to his unworthy servant, episcopal
authority shall not be lessened by being placed in
these hands. But sure am I that episcopal authority
will never be lessened by being participated in by the
most efficient of the presbytery.

The discipline which I wish to see established is
two-fold : it is either corrective or instructive. Cor-
rective, when we are called upon to animadvert on
the acts of commission of those who go astray, or on
those who are grossly negligent of their duty. In-
structive, when by judicious institutions we can bring
ourselves or others into the path of clerical efficiency.

With regard to the first of these two, I would pray
God that we may never be called upon to use it.—
But I would add, that as the spiritual safety and well-
being of every parish must depend in a great degree
on the state of those around it; it becomes the
bounden duty of every Clergyman to correct as far as
he can, and to give information with regard to, every
evil-doer among our brethren. It isa very false view
of discipline to regard the Bishop as invested. with
the authority of a master, from whom it is the interest
of all below him to conceal whatever is wrong. The
consequence of which must be, that the Bishop will
rarely hear of abuses, and will more rarely be able to
correct them. He may sometimes obtain evidence

| which will enable him to punish, but the object of a

Christian brother is not to punish, but to reform, an
erring friend. The light in which I would regard
discipline is this:—God has made me a Father in

| this part of his family, for which bis dear Son was

content to die, and if ope of our brethren be going
wrong, and you by your advice, and I by my authority,
or by a quiet and unseen combination of your advice
and my authority, we can turn the erring brother back
again into the path of duty, we shall do all we can to
promote the glory of our common Saviour.

is éustructive discipline. 'We are all aware of the su-
perior advantages possessed by the Clergy in England

| generally, with regard to eduvcation and intercourse

with the world. These privileges are not free from
their attendant dangers, but the absence of them calls
on us, as a body, to use additional diligence to make

up for the difficulties under which we labour. The
time may come, though at present it appears distant,
when we shall be enabled to assist young men, who
are preparing for the Manx Church, in entering at the
English Universities. But in the mean season we
must endeavour to employ such means as are within
our reach, in order to render ourselves as efficient as
possible, To this end we require study and mutual
communication. With regard to the first, we require
books, a subject on which I shall hope to consult you
presently ; with regard to the second, I see no means
more lik.e]y to be beneficial than that which you had
adopted before my arrival,—I mean Clerical meetings,
which, if properly conducted and directed to the two
objeets of acquiring spiritual knowledge, and imparting
information as to the best way of performing our du-
ties, will I doubt not promote the glory of our great
Master, and the good of those committed to our care.
I intreat God to bestow a blessing on these meetings.

The next topic on which I shall touch is the state
of our parochial schools, which in the several parishes

and there is no method by which this will be accom-
plished so sure,as that of explainingaportion of it
every Sunday in a familiar manner, by questioning the
children of the parish. 'Till this.is done, the cate-
chumens will never be properly prepared for confirma-
tion, and if they be not, we can hardly hope that they
will become consistent Churchmen. I was myself
never fully aware of the close connection between the
Church Catechism and the word of God, till 1 drew
up a Tract in which the one was explained by the
other.* I would add that there is no one subject on
which I find more frequent mention in the writings of
him among my predecessors, whom we should all wish
to take for our guide. Bishop Wilson again and
again enjoins catechising, the insular Canons which’
form a part of the law of the island enjoin it, and yet
as far as I can learn it has fallen into general disuse.
I feel convinced that the neglect of the Church Cate-
chism has done mere to undermine the true principles
of our Church than any other one thing. While we
teach by a formulary we teach systematically. With=

differ exceedingly as to their efficiency. 1 will state
what I conceive that a parochial school-master might
be to his Clergyman, if things were properly managed,.
and [ shall leave you to judge how far your own mas-
ters fulfil these duties. If the master has resided in
the parish a few years, he is more likely to be well
acquainted with the resident families than any other
person, and will have acquired a hold over the affec-
tions of the population, which he may employ in
leading the people to look up to, and revere their
Pastor. Ie becomes interested in the welfare of all,
and acts under the Clergyman in bringing all, as one
family, to Christ. He is himself seeking heaven, and
regards his Clergyman as the person, of all others in
the world, who is most likely to contribute to his ob-
taining this object; he seeks to lead others to the
same blessed hawen whither he himself is steering his
course, and he hopes that his minister will prove the
honoured instrunent of bringing the little ones of the
flock to Christ, tnd, with this view, he works with
him, and under lim. The Clergyman superintends
the whole of theeducation of the school, and gives
assistance in raisng the tone of every branch to a
higher state thar it could easily reach without his aid.
But his chief object is the religious education of the
childrer, and inthis he is assisted by the schoolmas-
ter, who looks up to his Clergyman as his teacher in
Christ Jesus.

All this suppcses two things.  First, that the Cler-
gyman is able tocarry on the education of the school,
in all branches, higher than the schoolmaster can;
and, secondly, that he himself is seeking heaven, and
trying to lead others there too. Itis not too much
to take it for granted, that both these particulars are
true of most of us. But the whole depends on their
being true. I will confess to you that I very much
fear, that so much use has not been made of our
schools, in this print of view, as there ought to have
been. Some among you perhaps have not visited
your schools so regularly as you ought to have done,
and have thereby either not acquired or kept up that
hold over your masters, which you would have other-
wise possessed. The ground so lost cannot be re-
gained in a moment. It may take many years to
recover it. Qur masters have their rights as well as
ourselves, and it is only when they are guilty of actual
offences that they can be dismissed. But our object
should be not to turn any one out, but to reform our-
selves and our people. We must exert ourselves to
do our own duty, and then we shall gradually regain
our real position.

A schoolmaster will never be such as I have de-
scribed, nnless hisheart be with his Clergyman, We
must win their hearts. You all know and feel how
hopeless a task it would be if a Bishop were to try to
regulate his Clergy by the terrors of discipline alone,
without the leading of love. Apply the same argu-
ment to yourselves and your schoolmasters, and try
to improve them in the same way in which you would
wish me to endeavour to lead you into a better state.

With regard to the quarterly visitations of the
school, which the Canons require, I will speak when
we enter on the discussion of business.*

What] have said with regard to schoolmasters will
equally apply to parish clerks. We possess an ad-
vantage in this island of which I fear that we do not
make so fall a use as we might. Many of our parish
clerks possess glebes and incomes from which little or
no advantage accrues to the Church, 7. e. to the people
of the parish. But I see no reason why this class of
men may not become effectually beneficial to the wants
of our people; and as each vacancy occurs, if I shall
be able to persuade the parishioners, in whom the ap-
pointment lies, to consult their own interests and the
good of their neighbours, I imagine that we shall be
able o confer a lasting bencfit on the Church. In
the mean season I would request you, my reverend
Brethren, toallow this subject to occupy a place in
your thoughts, that you may be able to advise me as
to the best use to be made of an institution which
might, if properly regulated, prove so beneficial to the
community-

Closely connected with our schools, or rather,
perhaps, with our Sunday Schools, is that constant
parochial preparation for confirmation, which can
alone render it likely that the rite will prove spiritually
beneficial to our flock.  If'a parish were well managed,
all the younger members of it ought to be under a
constant course of spiritual instruction.

The day school prepares them for the Sunday
School, in which they are placed under the superin-
tendence of the adult teacher, and the higher classes
of which are under the more immediate personal care
of the Clergyman. They constitute the class whom
he catechises every Sunday, and whom during the
whole year he is preparing for confirmation. It shall
be my object in future years, if it please God to con-
tinue my life, to hold constant parochial confirmations
such as may fulfil the excellent Canon of our Insalar
Church. But then on the other hand I must expect,
that you, my Reverend Brethren, will fulfil your part
of the same Canon,—that you will enter on and
continue a regular system of catechising the children
of the parish. I know of no better plan of doing so,
in country parisbes, than that which the Canons and
Rubrics enjoin : viz. that after the second lesson in
afternoon service you publicly question such young
persons as you have appointed to be present.t 1 have
now d“l'ingythe whole of my ministerial life pursued this
plan, varying in some degree according to the nature
of the place where my ministry was exercised. Ima
say that [ have been catechising nearly thirty years,
and I haye uniformly seén a froit springing from this
species of cultivation for which I must always thank
God, and urge my fellow-labourers in the vineyard of
our Lord, to pursue the same plan: The advantage
of catechising over any other species of teaching con-
sists in this: that by it we give instruction, and not
merely exhortation. The great mass of irreligion
which prevails among us arises, I believe, from igno-
rance; and a superﬁcial excitement of the passions
| may tend rather to increase than to diminish this evil,
\ Our people do not know the doctrines of our excellent

Church, nor will they ever know them; till we; the
1‘ teachers of that Church, are iu the habit of explain-
|ing them. The Church Catechism is an excellent
compendium of these doctrines ; but in order that it

! # And every Rcc_tf)r, Vicar, or Curate, shall, the first week
\‘ of every quarter, visit the petty schools, and take an account
| in a book of tlie improvement of every child, to be produced as

often as the Ordinary shall call for it.— Canons 1703, sect. 9

1‘ + Canons, 1703, sect. 4, and Rubric after the Church Cate-

chism.

out one, each man may teach what is right in his own
_eyes; and not the doctrines of the Church.

| I cannot conclude what I have to say, without
| strongly pressing the duty of frequently visiting our
| parishioners, Tt is impossible for any one to fulfil
 the office of a parish priest unless he be well acquainted
- with the pessomal history of his flock; he must make
himself aware of their ignorance befure hecan attempt
to meet it successfully by his instructions—be must
know their sins and weaknesses; or he will in vain at-
tempt to benefit his hearers by his sermons. The
first step then towards doing our duty as we ought,
is to become personally acquainted with our flock.
"This is a task which cannot ve performed with equal
ease in al] situdtions—but unless we make ourselves
as conversant with their condition as circamstances
will perniit, we shall in vain try to exercise our office
as we ought to do. When the parish is not large,
there can be no difficulty in following the advice of
Bishop Wilson—who directs that ministers should at
least once in the year visit every house in the parish,
and enquire into the spiritnal state of each of the in-
mates. I know from experience that in an ordinary
sized parish this isan easy task ; nay in a small parish
which I once served, I made it my rule to pass every
door in tae village at least once in the week, that if 1
had any thing to say to any one, or they wished to
to say any thing to me, an opportunity of doing so
might tske place thus frequently. In most of your
cures th's would be impossible—but Bishop Wilson's
rule is one which might easily be complied with in
almost every place in the island. The parish priest
ought tc be looked up to as the father of his parish.
It is the fault of ourselves or our predecessors if we
are not 30 regarded—and I pray God that we may
all of us so do our duty, that this may be the case.
But in order to accomplish this, much is required,
much unceasing labour, much forbearance, much pa-
tience. We must make ourselves apt to teach—we
must show ourselves ready and able to teach—for-

bearing with regard to those whoreject our authority,

parent contempt. I am fully aware of the difficulty
people. I have myself known what it was to preach
to empty benches and to be regarded as an hireling—
and 1 know how hard it is to bear all this—but if we
would do the work of our great Master, we must bear
it. We must toil all night, and we may take nothing
—but we mast toil all night. We must be instant
in season and out of season. We must go to the
houses, talk of the concerns of those whom we wish

gradually Jearn to talk to us of their spiritual con-
cerns,

I woyld next mention Sunday Schools,—I mean
those taught by adult voluntary teachers. Persoos
who haye themselves acquired a knowledge of our
holy faith from such instruction; are best suited to
carry on this work among their fellows, and notliing
with which T am acquainted seems more likely to lead
on.thesQ young persons in a religious course, than the
being o engaged in promoting the work of the Lord.
In my late parish Ialways had a class or two of Sun-
day School teachers, and I feel assured that if any
Clergymap will bestow an hour or two a-week in guid=
ing and pstructing class of teachers, he will be more
likely to establish a good school than by any other
means iy the world.

I must not omit to mention lending libraries, in
w‘hich books on religious and other subjects are fur-
nished o the poor—to whom they provide a rational
and improving amusement, and establish a friendly
commupjcation between the Clergyman and his pa-
rishionerg, I would observe that if they are to pro-
duce any good, they must be carried on with system
and regylarity. 1 speak from experience. I never
!md a parish in which I did not establish or extend an
institution of this sort, and I could hardly mention
any instrgment by which more good might be done to
this islang.

In many cases savings' funds, a species of small
savings' hanks, in which very trifling deposits may be
receiveq and laid up for the winter, are found very
useful, They are frequently beneficial in the shape
of clothing funds, particularly when attached to schools.
The real good effected is produced by managing for
those who have not yet learnt to manage for them-
selves, It is not necessary that any large sum should
be added to what is thus subscribed; the poor will
generally provide for themselves if they are furnished
with the means, but they fall into improvident habits,
and throw away on some momentary personal indul-
gence, that which ought to provide for their support
in the hour of necessity.

Lastly, my reverend brethren, let me state to you
my own feelings—I see much among us which re-
quires alteration and improvement—it is an arduous
and unpleasant task to reform others—it is a blessed
and a joyful task to reform ourselves. I find when I
look forward to the work which God has placed in
my hands how much iy own faults and weaknesses
will probably standin the way of my doing all that
good which I am sure that God has sent me here to
try to do. T will first of all request each of you to
pardon in me any faults which you may discover,
and never to allow any error of which I shall be guilty
to stand in the way of the good of the diocese, and I
will pray God to pardon in me whatsoever doth offend
the eyes of his heavenly purity, and to give me grace
to discover and to reform it. But as I verily believe
| that he has commissioned me to try to bring this
! Island into a sound state, both as to religious truth

and to ecclesiastical discipline, so I would entreat
everyone of you, my reverend brethren, to try toaid me
in this great and blessed work. We cannot expect
that this will be done in a moment. It will take our
| lives to do it, and when we go torender up our last ac*
| count, we shal] leave the work unfinished, happy for
us if we ledve things better than we found them:
We must all pray for God's blessing on the work.

an effective state.

patient with those who treat us with neglect and ap- \

and unpleasantness of trying to win back an alienated |

-and a great portion of the

congregations were established, in which clergymen
of English and Irish ordination officiated, who refused
obedience to the Scottish bishops.  Finally, it will at
once be ad;nitted, speaking generally, that there exists
through Scotland, among certain classes of the popu-
lation, a prejudice against episcopacy, and that this is
so strong, as to render any
majority of the Scottish nation to the Church, very
unlikely.

well-informed Scottish churchman, and the writers in
connexion with the Establishment may save themselves
the trouble of proving what, in this country at least,
few will seck to gainsay.

Do our people see and feel that we are hedvenly
guides? We caunot help being engaged in earthly
things. Do our people see that earthly things are
a burden to us—and the things pertaining to the
kingdom of heaven our joy, our real work—the work
in which our héarts are engaged?

If it be so—we shall labour in season and out of
season. [Earnest in our exertions, more earnest in
our prayers. It is by men filled with this spirit that
we may hope that the Church of Christ can be built
up again in this Island. T entreat God to enable me
to act in this way myself. I pray God to furnish me
with many such helpers, to send forth such labourers
into his harvest. It is the spirit of God who can
alone effect the change that I pray for, but 1 believe
that the Holy Ghost will do so by no other means,
than by leading you and me to do our duty as the
Ministers of the Lord Jesus Christ.

prevail, and it is not to be supposed that Scotland
will form an exception. It will be time enough to
suspect this, as Mr. Gladstone argued in a speech
before the Episcopal Church Society at Edinburgh;
when those means have been fairly tried in support of
the truth, which unfavourable circumstances have
hitherto prevented in Scotland.

Of the gradual but certain increase; of what in
popalar language is called episcopacy, there can hardly
be a doubt. Whether such an increase will lead to
its tivil establishment is quite another question. The
domipant part in the Kirk are counstantly asserting
that such a plan is contemplated by the government
of the country, and fondly cherished by the members
of the episcopal Church. This charge is utterly
without foundation. The Act of Union; so long as
the Kirk chooses to stand by its conditions (which
may, however, not be very long), is an insuperable bar
to the civil power, even if such were its wishes.
The Church most certainly neither eontemplates nor
desires the support of the State. She suffered too
dearly for the last experiment that way to be very
desirous to try it again. Should the period arrive
when the laws of the land would offer no obstructiony
and the Scottish people would show themselves desi<
rous of so great a privilege, it would then be time
enotgh for the rulers of the Church to think of it.
Till then she may well rest content with her own

THE CHURCH IN SCOTLAND.
(From the Irish Ecclesz'a@tigql Journal, Décember, 1842.)

Str,—My attention has been directed to a letter
which appeared in the Scottish Guardian, and which
was copied into the Bauner of Ulster, of the 11th
and 14th of October last. The point which these
Presbyterian newspapers wish to make out, is this,—
that there is a design, somewhere or other, to establish

episcopacy in Scotland, but that such a design i3 | divine strength, not assisted by secular support, but

quite hopeless, on account of the weakness and un-
popularity of the episcopal Church in that country.
As the real facts of the case have been; and continue
to be, much misrepresented, and as they can hardly
be rightly understood out of Scotland, permit me to
make the following brief femarks on the Presbyterian
statements.

It is quite true that the Church of Scotland pre-
viously to the Revolution of 1688, comprehended
fourteen bishops, and about nine hundred clergymen.
It is equally true, that at the beginning of the present
century, their numbers were reduced to six bishops;
and sixty clergymen. It is also correct, that both the
bishops and the inferior orders of the clergy were, at
that time, miserably supported in regard to pecuniary
emolument, and that, though now their circumstances
ars considerably improved; they are still far from re-
ceiving such support as they might fairly look for.
No member of the Scottish Church will seck to con-
ceal, that for nearly a century, the bishops, the clergy,
laity entertained strong
feelings of attachment to the Hotse of Stuart, and
that, in consequence of this, a nuniber of schismatical

also nat exposed to secular corruption or oppression.
1 am, Sir, your's faithfully, "

A Scortisa CHURCHMAN

THE JUDAISM OF POPERY:
(From the London Quarterly Review, of December, 1842, )

One more point we must briefly touch upon, in
which the system of Popery stands out in strange con+
trast to that of Christianity—its Judaism.

It is a retrograde movement in that progressive
development of Revelation, which, from the germ of
the first prophecy given to man in KEden, has been
gradually unfolded through the stages of the Pa-
triarchal, the Mosaic,; the Prophetical, and the Christ«
jan dispensation. Planted first in the bosom of a
family, from thence it expanded in the tribe; then
spread out in a nation; then shot forth its leaves and
branches more fully, as the nation itself rose up in the
maturity of its organization; aund finally burst forth
in the fulness of its form to gather every country and
race under the shadow of a Catholic Church. But
Popery would stunt this last development, and would
retain or restore the system of a by-gone stage in an
imperfect revelation. In the stage of Judaism, reves
lation was confined to a single nation; Rome woald
confine it also. Judaism, would therefore have one
fixed local centre, which, in a Catholic Church to be X
spread throughout the world, is no more possible.—
Popery fixes her local centre also. As planted in a
single nation, Judaisin was placed under its one high
priest—so each diocese in the Catholic Church is
placed under its singie bishop ; but in the aggrega+
tion of many bishoprics and many nations Popery
would retain the practice; even where the analogy
ceases, by the reduction of all bishops to ene: J udas
ism was addressed to human nature not yet spiritus

immediate return of a

These admissions will readily be made by every

I shall now point out how

¢ . . d Jlusions , . .
far the Presbyterian statements, an the conclusi alized by a new creation; it had therefore, its carnal

drawn from them, are inaccurate.

to win—of their worldly concerns first, and they will |
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We must all stripe, first to reform ourselves, and next | : : : ¥ 3
to amend what we see wrong in others. Our object £ been mueh mcreased.; The [Presl?yterlan] Establish-| truly glad that you think of the Episcopal Church.
ought to be to try to bring existing Sbtifations: oo ‘ ment has no hold either on the highest or the lowest| I have long been an admirer of that Church, and 1 am

We are the guides who must lead | classes. The former at least profess to be churchmen, | persuaded you will be far happier there than among

the people committed to our care towards heaven.

Unless we are going heavenward ourselves,

\ active in our duty, more heavenly-minded ?
|

sk e : s : we shall | ‘
But the discipline which I wish to see established | may be received as it ought, it must be understood | not lead others there. Are we personally on the way 1 middle classes, especially among the young and the| fessot
) . {

to heaven? Becoming day by day, more holy, more
If this
be not right—all the rest is vain—worse than vain.

chism, 206, Christian Knowledge Tracts.

* Scripture Proofs and Tliustrations of the Church Cate-

- sacrifices—and Popery has hers; i 5%
It is not correct that the Scottish Church sunk at ke il thos); ! Poperyr-s iitlstsm(;:::;;\tlv %:n;x:::f
once into the low condition in which it was forty years i et & 3 ?
ago, immediately on the “arm of persecuting gower" :v‘:::l O?Ctls:op::ylsisﬂ:]’::::illr::per"l,t’ nl:d:‘eu;le:rfs) l::]s;
ceasing to support it. For half a century and more, v ralé/the criterion of §

after the Revolution, the greater number of the nobil- 2332:] (: ikl ity ao d‘;zsp‘;;?’;rbefo‘:ng‘i’?;
ity and gentry, a large body of the people generally, consequent feelings were the same IS wi; exelusive
and in the northern counties, a decided majority of | : : Ceiebtri: s
every class, adhered to the .cox‘nmunion of the J()hui,ch, ::ilg‘?: dfg‘;::{‘e“::: (;;l: d;’vim ::‘ tch::s;ola";:s’"go ”:"“"01':
notwithstanding many vexatious enactments passed built upon its Ao in shic Backionic Whl;ey-“ke
against them. It was only after the defeat of the Jast |\ "y, o0 were beloved by God Whe’n riois ol o4
attempt in fayour of the Stuarts, in 1746, when those carinerof Jowe nd ot gi\'en, e tha?, et
laws were put in execution with the greatest severity, himself; and Popery deser!a’ the altar of pGod to
and every place of worship throughout the country, worship‘bEfOTe those of his saints.  Judaism was con=
which was subjeet to the Scottish bishops, was burned nily i detiger Sonrthe  tempeasiing of olyed,ws
or shut up; when the use of the English Prayer-Book | - = geople who possessed but an eye of ﬂeshy;iu
was forbidden by an English Parliament, and every | o the eye of the spirit discerning and realizing the
clergyman celebrating divine service in the presence presence of jnvisible things was n:t o4 awake%\ed:
of five or more persons at a time, was, for the first Popery even if it dould be .rescusd frzm the. gult 6
: il . o B images. Judaism was stern and unforgiving in its
e R o i e e et
: 5 ! ; became a system of lax indulgence: the voice of Po-
:;;‘C‘(‘; ?:]?s l:“;;ozlgglib:lle'l);:,tocz::::::f R pery Is krlmwr; by its turses upon evil, while her prac-

s Dy L tice is full of encouragement to it; 2 o
It is not correct, that the great body of the Scottish | oo g0, was based ipon trad(;(i:n tJltlgm{n:lmi“D
laity are indifferent to the just remuneration of their of the ‘Scripturest Popery is s lik, o the e;c (;Js on
clergy. Their liberality has probably not been such odatitied wihin: ité Dosem: T mos:“’lse. Jdu al.sm
as came up altogether to their high privileges, and ad tolarathit thens \mdes ore sonditi Oppofs‘“l?ei“u]!’
herein they have erred in common with the laity of kying s I el B ion—of t i rra(;

every Church throughout Christendom. Most of them fosters discordant societied apd 1P RORE permits an
gave what the world would conceive more than their apvor i diieipainbethe recr(: parties, clontent if they
means allowed, but the clergy remained poor, becayse n;sount authority. Judaism hg';m(m‘()f it 3
the noble and wealthy members of their flocks till whont i¢. ‘professed to e ac pmpbet? al)dt'enchen:i

lately gave little or nothing for their support, in om- | 4. heved them; Poper gy o
parison of the abundance which they themselves| ¥ e Faik pery appeals to the Fathers, and
e whenever the Fathiers are opposed to her, condemns and
J'I')he accusation of dislogalty may well be thrown mst:ltst.therr;‘. Jlig]a 18m feared to trust itself to the

: otection of an ; 7
back with contempt by the members of the episcopal zrking gy S:;_ght) Gody ﬂn(_i d‘emred to hs:ve
Church. Since the time when they swore allegiance | . "¢ o e - rest of the nations and Po-
to the reigning family, the House of Branswick has g g(’) i tlf me reason, h‘as converted its
not possessed more ardent or devoted adherents, ‘xls b? e "f“, rone.  And J udmsm‘gbaded ott by
This is a point o which the Kirk would do well to be : ed bl mf exclusive secular ambition, concen-
red on one single 3 ,

silent. The insolent and rebellious language lately eb THion 's- g ;pm, b!(_)ke out iuto t.u‘tbulencg and
applied to our gracious Sovereign has not yet been 3 b %‘"““ the constituted authotities of nations
fm?;otten 4 wh.erevexlin s ";"“e"‘-d; while Popery, in the same
It is not correct that the Scottish Church has fre- spirit and with the same belief, has raised in every
country the standard of revolt; and been scourged and

quently been rent by schisms, and that it continues e nied b ’ e
exposed to calamities of that description. For more | ! SR as the firebrand of eivil society.

than a century there has not been the slightest disu-
nion among the native clergy, and those of English
and Irish ordination who officiated in the schismatical
congregations have, with the exception of two, Jjoined
the Church. The solitary individual who at the pre-
sent time has refused obedience to his diocesan and
the canons, was not ordained in Scotland.

As to the unpopularity of episcopacy among many
of the inhabitants of this country, it would be as
absurd to deny that such is the case as it would be to
allege that the Church of Irelaud is not disliked by a
great body of the people of that country. The
strongest efforts are made at the present day by the
writers and preachers of the Presbyterian sect, to in-
crease these feelings of ill will towards the Church,
and there is reason to fear that as they are sufficiently
unscrupulous as to the means, 3o they are successful
in a considerable degree in attaining their object. Tt
is impossible for strangers to have an adequate con-
ception of the load of prejudice which a Scotéman,
brought up in the [Presbyterian] Establishment; or in
any of the sects which bave separated from it, must| ¢
throw off before he can even examine the claims of
the Chureh, 8till, there is no cause to be discouraged;

(ONGREGATIONALISM AND EPISCOPACY.
( From the Boston Witness and Advocate.)

The sabscriber, some fourteen years since, gradu=
ated in one of the New England colleges. He was then
a member of the Orthodox [?] Congregational denos
mination. Whilst an dndergradnate, he became ins
terested in the subject of Feclesiastieal polity, from
hearing, about that time; of so many novel, and, as he
conceived, arbitrary proceedings in the eouncils of that
body. One case of unusual interest; was the famous
Lebanon Convention. i ,

Having read Sclater’s Draft of the Primitive Churchy
he became convinced, that if he wished to seek an
Ecclesiastical government, free from the interference
of irresponsible individuals and councils; and withals
presenting the strongest claims to apostolic authority
and praetice; he should find it only iu the Protestant
Episcopal Church.

He opened his mind to the president of the college:
y " said he, “T will hold up my both hands to
your going inite that Church—that Church (with ems

: . phasis) of the Scotts; and Newtons, and Richmonds;
any immediate change is not to be looked for, but bet- | and Martgns." 1 passed from the study of the pre<

ter prospects open for the future. Within the last | sident futo his parlour, when his pious and excellent
few years the number of churches and clergymen has lady, having beard of my intentious, observed, “I am

| and too many of the latter, it is to be feared, eare lit-| the Congregationalists.”
| tle for any religions system whatever. Among the|  About the same time I bad an interview with Pro«
,of the same Institution, on the subject
| educated, the Church is beginning to be appreciated,| © I have been reading,’’ said be, “the ‘Life of Leigh
| not only as affording repose from the continued tur-| Richmond. There is something in the |~E.ct\' of li})?so
. moil which distracts the Establishment, but as alone | copalians so unaffected and noassuming so free from
| possessing that divine and exclusive authority to the cant of the age, that 1 am really quite in love with
| which it has ever laid ¢laim: Those who hold to the | them,—and I will heartily add my concurrence with
truth cannot doubt that the truth will, in the end,| that of the president, in your choice.”




