of each kind of crop is struck in each dis-
trict by first class judges, called together to
give a verdict upon them like a jury. MMy,
Muaxwell said :— .
Sinee I was Seerctary to the Highland
Socicty, I have been in communication with
no fewer than four Presidents of the Board
of Trade, all dilfeving in their political
views, but all agreeing that information in
reference o agricultaral matters was of]
great importance to the public, and to the
farmer, their only point of difficuliy being
how these statistics are to be got at. It 1
now two or three years since Mr. Labou-
chere first applied to the Highland Society
for a statement of their views, and a plan of
this inquiry.  That plan was prepared, went
into the hands of Mr. Henley, the President
of the Board of Tvade under Lord Derby.
It met with his approval, and afterwards
came belore his successor in office, Mr.
Cardwell, under whose sanction, as you are
all aware, an experimental trial was instituted
last year in three of our Scoleh counties,
and in two Lnglish comties. T'he results
of that experimental trial, owing to the ac-
tive assistance and = co-operation of the
tenant farmers in these three counties, were
so salisfactory that Govermnent found itsell]
in.a position to extend the inquiry to the
whole of Scotland ; and I think it is honour~
able to you, as a class, that the example
which your brethern in these three counties
set has enabled—in fact, has induced Gov-
ernment to place Scotland in the van in this
matter, Govermment has thought proper in
extending this inquiry over Scotland, again
to employ the Highland Society, and again
to ask for the assistance of the farmers : and
we have every reason to helieve, when we
look to he assistance obtained from {he
faymers last year, and the resulls of the
meeting held this year, that the co-operation
which Glovermnent secks at yowr hands will
not be withheld.  The plan of this inquiry,
as recommended by the ighland Society
for the adoption of Government, is chuarac-
terised by certain distinguishing features.. Tn
the first place, we took the liberty of strong-
ly advising Government fuot to make this
matter compulsory—not to come down upan
the farmer, through any central hoard, or by
any act of ‘Parliament, extracting by main
force that information which Goverament
seeks.. We recommended Government to
try, m the first place, the voluntary system,)
and to try to work that system by means of]
the farmers themeelves, in the manner
adopted last year. In the next place, we
insisted as emphatically as we could on the
importance of stripping this inquiry of every-
thing of an inquisitorial character, and at
the same time of publishing the results in
such a shape as to make it totally impossible
for any.party to extract from the publishedl
returns the partienlars applicable to any onel
farm or farmer. It will be for you to say,
when [ describe the manner in which we,

conduct the inquiry, whether we have suc-
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ceeded in giving effect to these features.
We thought them necessary, and I think we
have suceeeded in providing for these char-
acteristics, by the wmachinery we employ,
which T shall new explain. - In the first
place, T am now engaged in framing a list of]
the whole of the fmmers of Scotland, 1
was startled, when T last looked at thatlist,
to find that there are 48,000 names upon it.
With cacl of these farmers 1 have fo com-
munieale; and T hope that next month every
farmer in Scotland paying £10 a year of]
rent will veceive a scliedule with a lelter
from my oflice, containing all the the ques-
tions to be put to the farmer. What are
these questions 7 We do not ask the farm-
er to tell us what crops he raises, how much
of wheat, of oats, or of potatoes. We do
not ask any one for informalion that would
lead us to discover the amount of crops
raised on any particular farm. We only
aslk him to tell vs that which every neigh-
bour knows—namely, how many acres le
las under cultivation.  The return is divid-
ed into two heads, crop and stock ; and
with refevence to the crops, we simply ask
hiow snany acres the farmer hasunder cultiva-
tion, and how these are subdivided into the
different crops 7 - And ag that is all we ask,
I think T may assure you that we do not ask
anything that any man las any great inferest|
in conccaling. . And I beg you to remember
that T do not publish your lists. They ace
confidential between you and me. Last year
the schedules were sent to farmers in eer-
tain distriets, who sent them fo (heiv neigh-
bours, and after they weve Hlled up, semt
them back to me.  That was found objec-
tionable, as the farmer did not like his
schedufe to be submitted to his neighbour,
especinlly the stock schedule) however res-
pectable that neighbour might be.  But this
year the schednles go from me divect to the
farmer, who fils them up and sends them
back dircetly to me, so that no man can be
the wiser for what lic communicates to me.
For example, 1 divide the county of Tile
info three distriets—one of these is the
Cupar  district, with ten parishes in it
Lvery farmer tells me how many acres le
fias under cultivation, and how many are un-
der cach kind of crop. T add them all up
as they came in, and after harvest T am ina
coudition to tell Government that the whole
of the farmers in that distriet have a:cer-
tain quantity—say a thouasand acres under
cultivation, of whichso mueh is under wheat,
and so much under the other kinds of grain
—so that all that Government or the public
knows is not what a farmer has in this dis-
trict, but what the whole district has of any
particular crop.  You will see, tllureforc,
that the questions T put to you are not in-
quisitorial, and the way I put the answers
cannot divulge anything 3 and the best proof]
of that is, that the retwrus for last year
have been before the public cight months,
and 1.defy any man to extract from these an
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tieular man.  After alluding to the impor-
fance of giving lo every farmer, early after
harvest, correct information as to the state
of the crops throughout the country, Mr,
Maxwell proceeded to explain more particu-
larly the manner in which he collected ihe
vequived information, by stating thatin each
district they had a committee” composed of
one practical farmer from cach parish in the
district, each commitice having an enumera-
tor or convener—the enumerator for' the
Cupar district being the Secretary of the
Fife Agricultural Society (Mr. Dingwall, of
Ramornie), whose services he had sceured
in that capacity. These members of com-
mittee would in a short time reccive their
instruetions, their duty being to-make their
own observations as to the staie of the
erops in their respective parishies, ask the
opinions of their neighbours, and alter some
experiments are made on the barn floor, to
compare notes, and make up their minds as
to what they consider shall be put down for
the Cupar district as the fair average pro-
duce of bushels per acre of the various
crops, which average would De sent to the
oflice of the Iighland. Society by the enu-
meralor.  Thus, continued Mr. Maxwell, if
itis reported to me that the average of a
particular kind of grain is thirty bushels per
acre in this district, then T am enabled, from
the information I.have already received as
to the total number of acves under culliva-
tion in the district, to retwrn the :number of
bushels for the district. . And when this is
done for every distriet by experienced farm-
ers, T have no doubt it will come very near
the mark, and will tend to relieve you.from
the speculators of the country. As. to the
stock, we require to be a little more inquisi-
torial there, simply because acreage will not
give us any criterion for stock. A number
of sheep farmers were at first wnwilling to
tell the number of sheep on their farmns ;
but when it was explained to them that it
was not the stock of their farm, or their
pavish, but of a large district comprising a
nutber of parishies, they found tbey were as
safe as the grain farmer was, and T am proud
to say that in the sheep distriets we were in
Inst year not a single farmer refused the in-
formation. T have just come from Argyle-
shive, which is a difficult county fo work.
There was an opposition there, Lut it fell to
the grouud. . 1 have met men strongly op-
posed to the whole thing, not understanding
what was to be done, and not being con-
vineced that any practical good would be
clleeted by the inquiry, but having . always
received a fair hearing, the result bas in
every case been a hearty vote of approval,
and a promise of support and co-peration.

Pusric Wansts.—Immediate and decis-
ive answers are wanted to the following
questions: Hlow 1o gain a reputation for
talent in your sative lown? How lo give
advice or to argue with a fool 7 “Ilow to

iota of intelligence in reference to any par-

borrow money on the plea of extreme



