
of each kind of ciol is struck in eacli dis-
trict by fii'st class judges, called together to
give a verdict ipion them like a jury. 'Mr.
iaxwellsaid:-

Since I was Secretary o10 Uic telighland
Society,I have been in communication with
no fewer' than four Presidents of te Board
of Trlade, all difflering in their political
views, but all agreeing that information in
reference to agricultural mîatters wvas of
gi'eat importance to tlie public, and to the
fariner, their only point of difliculty bein g
lrow these statistics are to be gl aIt. IL is
noiv twîo or three )'ears since Mi'. Labon-
chere filst applied to flic Highland Society
for a stateinent of tleir' view's, and a plail of
thtis inquiry. That plan was prepared, iwent
into thic liands of Mr. Heley, the President
of the Board of Trade iuder Lord Dcrby.
It maet vith his approval, and afierwards
camîîe before his successor in Cilice, Mi'.
C;irdweil, uidi'er whose sanction, as you are
all awîare, an experimental trial wias instituted
last year in thlrec of our Scotch counîties,
and in two Englishi counties. The rcsults
of that experiiiital trial, owing ho the ac-
tive assistance and co-operation of flic
tenant farimers ini these hlirce coutjies, were
so satisfactory tait Governiient found itsel'
ni -a position to exend the inquiry ta tle
whole of Scotland ; and I think it is hooulr-
aile to you, as a class, that hie exaiple
Ilicli youir brotierin in thiese three couînties

set lias enabled--ii fant, lias induced Goy-
er-î'nent to.place Scotlandl in hie van in thîis

attier. Governmîent has ilouglit proper in
extending this inquiry over Scotland, again
to eiploy the HIighlanduilh Society, and again
to ask fori the assistance of hie fatrimers ii d
ive have every reason ta bClieve, Ihîen ie
look to ttc assistance obtained fromn Ithe
fariers last y'ei, and tlie results of hie
meeting ield fhis year, that the co-operation
whiiich Covernent secks at your hands wiill
not bc wîithhîeld. 'Tle plan of this inquiry,
as rlcommended by tH Highland Society
for the adoption of Governmient, is charac-
terised by certain distiuishing features. Ii
tlie first place, we took the liberty of strong-
]y advising Goverrinient iot to mnalke this
mîatter compuisory-not te come downî uîpon
tlhe fariner, ihîrouîglh any central board, ci' by
any act of Parliaienit, ext raicting by main
force that information whih Goverunent
seeks. We recoiliculeil C ovcruiernmet to
try, b the first place, tle voluintary systein,
and to try ta work that sys'teimi by imans et
the farmers tieinelves, in the manncr
adopted last year. In thie next place, ie
inîsisted as emîpliatically as ire coild oui the
importance of stripping this inquiry of every-
iling of an inquisitorial chiraicter, and at
Éhie saine time of publishing the resilts iii
such a shape as to mlake it totally impossible
for any.party te extract froitlhe publishdcil
returns the partitculars applic-able to anîy One
farna or farier. IL will be for you to say,
wh'len I describe tle manner in wvhich wîe
conduct tli inquiry, ilether iwe have suc-
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ceeded in giving effect to tiese features. ticelar mian. AflCi alluding ta tle impor-
Ve thoiglit tieni necessary, and I think we tance of giving to every fariner, early after

have succeede in providing for these ear- harvest, correct information as to the sai
acieristics, by the milachinlery w'e eiploy. of the crops throiglout tIe country, Mlir.

hIicl I shall now exllain. InU tire t Maxwell proceeded to explain nore particu-
place, I amn nov engaged in frainig a list of larly the ianner in wvhich le collected lie
Uhe whoIl Of Ilie farmers of Scotland. 1 reqiiired information, by staing tiat in each
iwas startled, wliein I last looked at that list, district they liad a coiinittee coiîposed of
to fimd that there arc 4S,000 anmes ipon it. one practical fairier fromt eaci parisl in Ie
With each of these fariiers 1 bave ta coin- district, cach conunittee liaving an eimuera-
iuienicate, and I hiope balt next mîonth every tor oir conveer~-he eiinmerator foi ie
fariner in Scouland paying £10 a year of Cupar district being hie Secretary of tle
rent will receive a scliedule iith a citer rife Agricultural Society (Mr. Dingwall, of
fromt imy office, containing ail ihe ic ques- Raimornie), wlose services lie had secured
tions to be put ta hie flarmer. Whiat are in that capacity. These iembers of coi-
these questions ? Ve do not ask Uie faiimi- imittee would in a short time reccive their
er to tel] us w'hat crops lie rises, hioiw inucli instructions, tieir duty being to·imake their
of iheat, of oats, or of potatoes. W\re do owi observations as to hie state of ic
not ask any one for information that would crops in their respective parisches, ask lic
lead us ta discover ic aimount of crops opinions of their neighbours, and after soie
raised oi any particular farmi. We only experiments are made on the bari floor, ta
aski h ti t tell us that wI'hiich very I nigli- compare notes, and make ui their minds as
bour knows-namely, how m iaiiy acres lie to iwhat they consider shall be put lownî for
lias under cultivation. The rcturn is divid- the Cupar district as thie fair average pro-
Cd into two heads, crop antd stock ; and duce of busliels per acre of the varions
vith reference to the crops, ive simply ask Crops, wrlîihi average iwould be sent ta Ie
how mnaiy acres ic fcarnner lias under cultiva- alice of hie HIighland.- Society by hie enu-
tion, and how hiese are subdivided into hie inerator. Thus, continued Mr. Maxwell, if
different crops ? And as that is ail ie asik, it is reported to ie that tihe average of a
Sthiink I inay assure you that iwe do, not ask particular kind of grain is thirty biisliels pier
anything that any man lias any great interest acre in this district, Ilion I un enabled, froin
in concealing. And I beg you te reinember hie information I have already received as
dhat I do not piblisl your lists. They are to Uie total numbîîîher' of ocres unîder cultiva-
confidential betiween you and mie. Last year tion in Uie district, to return Uie numîîîîber of
the schiediules were sent to farmers in cer- huîstîels for hie district. And wlien this is
tain districts, w%'ho sent thein to their neigh done for cvery district by experienced farm-
bours, and after Iey iwere illed] up, sent crs, I have no doulbît it vill coue viy neair
tliei back to me. That was founld objec- the mark, and ivill tend to relieve you fromt
tionable, as the fariner did not like his the speculators of tie country. As to Uie
sclieduile to be submilitted to his neighibour, stock, iwe require ta be a little more inquisi-
especially the stock schedule, liowever res- torîial there, sinply hecause acreag will not
pectable tint iciglibour iliglt ie. But this give lis aniy, criterion for stock. A niiinber
yeir hie sdhedules go fron me direct to the of sheep arimiers rere of first invillinig Io
fariner, wo'1 fudIs themîîî up and sends themîî tell flie nuiber of shîeep on tleiîr frns ;
back directly to in, so that no mîîan can be but wlien it iras explained to tlcn that it
the viser for whiat lic coimunicates te me. iras not tlie stock of their fîarim, cio their
For examîple, 1. divide the counity of rife parish, but of a large district comîprising a
into thre districts-one of tliese is hie numîîîber of parisies, they ound the y ivere as
Cipar district, with tel parishes in it. safe as thie grain ftarer iwas, and I am proud
Every farmner tells me how' mîîanîy acres lie te Say that inie i sleep districts We were in
lias îîmder cultivation, anid howV mnany are un- last year not il single farmaer refised hie in-
der caci kint of crop. 1 add tleim ail up formation. I have just (:oe fromt Argyle-
as they coie in, and after harvest t ai in a slire, wîhich is a ilidlicult couifty Io vork.
condition to tell Go'ernm t that the wliole There iras an opposition tiere, but it fell to
of the farners in that district have a cer- tle grouud. 1 have met men stroigly op-
tain qiiaitity-say a thouasand acres undller posei to hie wh'ole thing, not understanding
cultivation, of wh'licliso miiuchi is undr wheat, what ias to be donc, and not being coun-
and so mîuch ilder the othiier kinds of grain viinced iliat any practical goo1  would be
-s that aill that Governimîent or the public effected by hie imquiry, but laviig alhays
kinowvs is not iliat a farmer lias in thtis dis- recivel a fair hcaring, the resuilt has in
trict, but rhat Ihe IwIOhe district lias of any cvery case bcen a hearty vote of approval,
particular crop. You iwili sec, therefore, and a proimise of support and co-peration.
that tle questions I put to you are not im-
quisitorial, and hie iray put tIhe ansIwerS PuBLIC *Warsfi.-Immîediae and decis-
caiiit divulge anything; and tihe best proof ive answiers arc wîanted to ile folloiving
of iliat is, that Itie retirs for last y'eair questions . Row ta gain a reputation for
have been before Ile public ciglht months, talent in youir nati'e town'î 1 iloiw te gi'e
an I l.defy any mian] to extract from these an advice or to argue writh a fool How to
iota of intelligence in reference to any par- horrowv mone>y on the plie of extreime


