is made up ta it by the swimming power given by the mobility
‘of the spine. . When the great ice-fields, whicli are borne past
our shores on the current that sets out of Batlin's Bay towards
the cquator, begin to break up and melt, as they reach the
latitude of the Gulf Stream, the seals take to the water and
return to their Arctic solitudes till the spring cf the following
vear, when they again issue forth on their annnal trip, It is
pretly certain that they bring forth theie voung but once a
vear, and rarely more than one at a birth,

A MERMAID INTERVIEWRD,

In the olden time, when sailors were not familiar with the
appeamnee and babits of the seal, it was sometimes taken for
the mythical mermaid by the simple-minded seamen, its latge
brown cyes and short, round face, as it swam with head eleva-
ted above the surfice, suggesting the idea of something femin-
ine amd semi-human, It is not at all unlikely that we owe
the numerons fables connected with mermaids to the appear-
ance presented to the eyes of the sailors by this plump denizen
of the waters,  Qne of the most amusing and circumstantial
narratives regarding mennaids is contained in an old work on
Newfonudiand, written by Captaio Richard Whitbourne, in
the reign of James I, and recently reprinted in London. This
zallant old seaman, whoe first visited Newioundland in 1615,
velates in this volume aninterview he had with 2 a strange
ereature—a metmaid 7 as he verily believed, in the harbour
of 8t, Johu's.  He tells how carly one merning, as he stood by
the side of the harbour, he saw ¢ a stmnge creatare, which
very swiftly came swimming towards e, looking  cheorfully
v my fave, as it had been a woman - by the face, nose, mouth,
chin, vars, neck and forchead, it scemed 1o be so beantiful,
andd in those parts so well proportivned, haviug round about
the hiead many blue streaks, resembling hair, but certainly it
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was  not hair,” o The  stout-hearted captain, who
had faved many o sterin without spaatiiog, was not o
little alarmed when he saw this beantiful female, withe
out the formality of an introduction, swimming  boldly
towards  him, At once  the thouzht flashed on him
that licre was a veritable S mermaid,” of which =0 much

Poaed baeen sobd and suogs and how was he o know whether
her intentions were sguite honourabile?  How could he tell
Pt she meant to s grab 7 bim, married man though he was,
and claiming him as her “atinity,” bear him off to her sea
caves, leaving Mrs. Whitbonrne a dizconsolate widow,  And
o the weathersbeaten sailor, who bad stood the fire of the
panish Arwada withour flinching, *seeing the creature
within the Yength of a lony pike, and suppoesing it would
bave sprung to land o me, as 1 verily beliove it had such a
purpoese” turoed and fairly raw for . Whereupon, he says,
the fair siren dived and swam to another part of the bharbour,
amd sddid often look back towards me with her soft brown
eves, —the impudent hussy trying, evidentiy, 1o coax him to
his ruin, tke too many of her gdirting sex—and reproaching
Lim with her so0ft backwand glances for his want of mallactey,
Even ag he lod, soft-bearted satlor as he was, he coulid not help
whndrivg # her smeoth, white shoulders” which she cauningly
dizplaved, the coaxiug jade, as she playflly gamtoled in the
waier,  Fortunstely Captaie Whitbourne was proof against
all the tlandishwents of this charmer of the waters, and ke
Joseph of old) under ciccumstances slightly similar, hie von-
sidvered discretion the better part of valour, and tesd from her
clammy embrace.

The simphe sailor, however, was perstaded that he i zeen
the fabled woman-fish, not as other sea-rovers had reported
her, combing her fuir locks with a golden comb, but under
much tmote interesting and  exciting  circamstances. He
winds up his narmtive thus :—% This, I suppose, was'a mer-
maid, or,” he adds with the cantien of a veracions historian,
S merman. - Now, beeanse divers have writ much of mer-
maids, I have presumed to relate what s most centain of
snch a strange oteaturs s was thas ssen at Newfonndlaml -
whether it wers & termaid or ne I leave others to judge.” It
i rather sad o findd selonce, in her inexorable march, dissipat-
it one after anathier of onr delightfal delusions, and sapplant-
inge the sweet fancios of the world's vouth by her own prosaic
farts, It iz meclancholy to thiok that we can no longer belicve
ju Williawn Tell, or the heroie dog Gellert, Prester Johin, or
thee Wandering Jew.  The sea-serpent, teo, that has filbed so
many brave skippers with awe and wonder, must also, | fear,
g0 among the myths; and, notwithstanding the solemn testi-
miotiv of honest Captain Whithonrae, T am afraid we must
give np mermaids too, Tn the futerests of truth ! am con-
strained to admit that Whithonrne's mermaid hias a strong re-
semblance to the anpoetic scal. This plump dweller amid
the waves does really present such an appearance as the old
tar deseribes; and seen in the haze of carly moming, under
the colouring of an exeited imagination, corregponds wonder.
fuily to the outlines of the mythological mermaid,

NEWFOUNDLAND RRAL-HUNTERS,

Nowhere are our fisheripen more at home than amnid the
clds, pursaing the seal, bounding from ¢ pan” to ¢ pan,”
fighting the old, dangerons dog-Hoods, clubbing the ¢ white.
conts " and harps, aral dragging the spails for milex, over the
broken hummocks, to the ship's deck,  Their patient enduor-
ance of ghardships and fatignes that ouly men of jron conld
bear,~—their conrmgeons encountering  of appalling dangers
when miles awiy from their vessels, and often enveloped in
fogs or suow-storms, or adrift on detached masdes of ice, nre
worthy of the highest admiration.  No fhiner men for confront-
ing the perilg of the great deep can be fonnd anywhere,  Big-
boned, browlchested fellows, with splendid development of
rscle in limb and ann, are our Gabeemen,  There can be no
doubit that thuir dexterity and daring in seal-hunting and
fishing, being continued throngh wany generations, hag be-
com# hereditary, aud that the aptitnde, mental and physical,
i5 transmitted from father to son, - The young take to these
pursuits as naturally as ducks to water, nnd with  such
evident gpeciality as hereditary genius snlone could bestow,
Pheir fine physical development is owing in part to the
circumstance that their lives are passed mostly in the open
air, in n healthy, beacing climate, and that their habits of life
are simple, Their life-long batting with the billows, amid
ice-laden, stormy seas; gives them vigour of body and fearless
daring. No greater contrast cun be imagined than that pre-
“gented by such men to the pale, stunted , gin-ndoorum-godden
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dwellers in great cities, or ‘the degeneralo ﬁ\ctor_\'—workcrs.‘u('
the manufactaring centres. They nre, oo, & kindly, h(m.pl?.
able, simple peoply, like all ﬁslgcr-t’olh‘, having their peculi-
arities and superstitions, and being remarkahle for' their jll-
disposition to change.  As their fathers have been béefors
them, so Are they contented to be; the word progress does
not enter into their voeabulary,  They are so orderly aud free
from serions crime that, in the capital, the penitentiary ia
geuemll.\'v'nll but nutenanted,  Only when politieal ngitationa
prevail, and elections are in progress are there any consider-
able infringements of the law.  Of late years, however, party
asperities are much softened, and old quarrels arve fading from
the memories of the present generation. Nearly hadf the
population are of Itish descont, and in former days fouds pre-

vailed between them and those of English origin,  Kindly
intercourse, however, has greatly abated the evits.  Both

the bishops of the Roman Catholic aud English chuaeches are
happily men of moderate views, who promote peace and gond
will among their respective communions; and Catholivs apd
Protestants are learning to live in harmony, snd vespect each
uther's rights and feelings,

ATLANTIC CAHLES SUKANING AGAIN,

Just now we are rejoicing over the snceesaful opemations of
the steamship ¢ Scanderin,” in repairing both the Atantic
Cables.  Opemtions commenced on the 28th ult, and on the
sch the work was completed.  Uaptain Halpin, of the « tireat
Bastern,” deserves the highest credit for his energy nod skitl
in conducting these operntionx to a sueccessful ixane. The
YScanderin” is coming here to coal, and will then take her
departure for England.

CAVLIN ANU U0,

Durinyg the latter part of May and June, and up till this
date, the wenther has been unusually cold and ungeninl,. We
have been compelied to re-kindle fires in onr sitting-rouvins
and resume part of our winter elothing.  The cold weather,
hawever, and the fogs are faveumble for the fisheries, and
help to bring the cod from their ocean: solitudes aloty our
shores and into our bays,  The caplin are due jast now, and
are showing themselves in the sorthern bays.  Almost ta o
day we can calvulate on the arrival of this beautiful Hitle tish
in enormous shoals, [t furnishes the best bait for the cod
fiah. lTmwmediately behind the caphin come the varasions cod,
devouring them n mytisds, and fattening on theic delieste
bdies  Then the labours of the fishorman begin, aud with
hook and line, seine and bultow, he plies his work, indeavour.
ing to earn as much during the short fishing s ds0n a8 will
provide fur the long, dresry months of winter, Salmot s
abuadant now in our market at six and cight conts per ponnd,
and of splendid quality,  The cod are just beginning te show
themselves.

RANKS—THEIR DIVIDENDS,

Our banking establishimoents are very prosperous at present,
the Union Bank having devian<d a dividend at the mte of 12
per cent per aupum, abd 8 bonus of L2 por shiare. The other
tauk is not far behind this mark,

THE TERATY

The Washinugton Treaty is approved of here as far s itx
stipulations affoct our fisheries. What we want atove all
things is the opening of the Awmerican markets Tor our tish
and oil, as thix woulid at onee {argely inorense the value of
our staples,  The Americans could not cotie bere and come
pete sucee=afully in our shore fistoery with oo own Nshermen,
We arr not afraid of their vompetition,

NEW

DISAKTHR AT SKA.

A fortnight since one of onr coasting shooners struck o
an iceberg in the darkness of the night, and went down im-
mediately, having twentyvethroe souls on boand,  Not ane
evseaped. By this deplombls ocotrrenes nonsty sixty chilidern
have been Left futherless and unprovided for

SIE OWILLIAM LiGAN

W are favoured just now by a visit from Sir Wi, Logan,
your veteran geologist, who arrived by laat wmail steamer. He
is to reannin a fortoight. He has come on a visid (o Alexawlder
Mureay, Fxq., onr Geological Sarveyor, and doubitless wishes
to have o look at our remarkable rock formatinns.

BRANTFORD WATER WOKRS —THE ENGINE RODM,

The subject of water mupply for the citics nml towns of
Canada, as well for domestic amd manafacturing pucjoses as
for the extinctiou of fires; has long engaged publie atte ntion,
though the serions item of expense has deterosd many placss
frow extablishing such works as wonld furnish the quantity
demanded, alike fur the sake of health and the arrest of con.
flagrations.  As time moves on, new systems are inventsd
calenlated W cheapen the fimst cost, and also to reduce the
working vxpenses to a minimum, sod the town of Bmntiorg,
whicn Luas Jong hegitated in the matter, has at longth been
compensated for its former logses by fire in secaring the
“ Waterous improved System of Fire Protection and Water
Supply.”  The great slvantages claimed, and now fully estal-
Hahed, for this system are chioapuess of coustruetion and
ceonomy in use. - These combined, will place the Watergus
system within the reach of every town, and of many of the
village municipalitics throughout the countey, ausl surely it
would be a wise cconomy to tntroduce it amil 2o save a gront
part of the annual drain for insummnee, while reducing the risk
of the destruction of valuable property (o o minimum, A
single fire ~ometimes destroys the property of o villagre, or
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throws it back for many years, simply because of the warit of
a proper gystem of water supply, )

The flonrishing  town  of Brantford, the capital of the
cotnty of Brant, and occupying a beautiml and commanding
site on the banks of the grand river, thongl enterprizing in
many things, was slow to enter on the question of water
supply ; sud it was not until ten years after Mr. Waterons hal
perfiected hin system that-the town of Brantford adopted its
use. In 1860 he first brought it before the notics  of thie
publie, and, three years Iater, Mr, Holly patented a similar
dystem in the United States) now well known az the o)y
uyntem 't which is In operation at Syracuse,” Ogdensburg and
many . other places, giving the utmost. satisfuction. ,,'J'lw
Waterous uystem can be farnished by the engine works, Brant.
furd, at prices varging from $8,000 to $150,000, m:(:(lr(,ling to
size of piace and service to be remdered,  As an illustration
of its cheapness it may be stated that while some Canadian
cities have paid as bigh as $40 per head for their water works,

those of Brmtford have been farnishied for uhout $2 40 per

LLUNTRATED NKWS.

Qeuntfont Eogine Works, at - which up

head, or nbout one-seventesutl of . (he usind ot Iy "
Sy stoing, ' W : T " the iy
‘Reduction i the rates of insnmnee s an (e :
conseinence of the Inteaduction of water warky ’uuuhﬂ;le
“ford the rates have been reduced 124, 25, and jiy pay i" S
ns - tiich as B0 per-cent. winee  tho wsmhliraIum?m.lmfmmM
Waterous systom,  This statewent is oftivia] af the

G : » U8 ds gy
that the saving in inswrnnces alone haud in severn)

paid the whole of the water rate, and left g handaoy
aver, )
Another advantage of the Waterons systein iy ind
with: the use’ of fire-cugines, the water being throws, o
required height by the masin works, T (e coldea \\nm;) e
is eitectively protected from ftost; and at any pret of 1 e iy
A hose may beeattached to the hvidimnt whio, wilt ““tiwn
elictively ws the most pawerful engine,. The ““.l_m”fl"“.‘ a
have said, i the olde? portier in the finmg whiiehy n\\";’: \;
TN Legged e
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engines, grist and ~sow wills, shingle, Tah and AV g h »““
vhopping wills, ciroular saws, £e, & Thie worls s, :slm
extensive Mook on  Dalhousie strect, ocetipying fram.i( i

266 feet, the building being three stories Yigh,

Hoor is the machine shop propee; on the second t
ot e thind the patter shope XV nimber of atbog o,
of considernbile wagnitude afford feilitios for nadin. |1, i
making, Dlackanithing wod general stomge, Ty, T
Leer of hands empdoyed i about ane hundeed and G
woerkly  wies aboat a thonsand dollaes Phe o
machinery inoactaal use dsabont Fangoa and oo b g L
salibind tay as the works extend, Alogithos the wopl, . “t"'“. A
ons & Croare ol oudy woeredit, bat asouss of sy
te thie town of Brantford, snd famish s sotabile cxonide o g
manufivtucing enterprise of the Waestern Pogwine. C
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THE DECKER PARK RACES,

The Decker Park, sitaated at Mile End, abont 20n vants fron
the tertminns of the City Pussenger Railway, was | o
war betiove, & year or bwo agio by the praprietor, §
the Albjon Hotsd, who has converted i into a
conveniint racescourse, Walf amile 16 cirenmi
arprngvments, both for the runoing and for the .. ws‘nrg‘
spectators wre all that could b deattsl, The
tently pradet and well {enced, white the stands, i
tirand, the Judier’, Beporters’, and Poolosoller.
admiralidy built and ftted up, .
Anunongements having boetn wande for sonmse tig,.
the tnasgned mee mestng wonld bie held og th -
and three followiag days, s large intinx of stranzers
vactous parts of Canada and the Poited States, 2174
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in the cotthig evand, p(ﬂ;h”d triter the varions Footed i e

city. On the first day, unfortonately, the westhor was far frg
propitions, &md ths attendance At the moeqcoiie was
smabior than might have been cxperted. The ) or o
groum] was estimatod at about 206,

St hali-pust two o'clock the horsesd were called G 1 &
rave, for a purse of 400, apen to all horses that Las
trotted Lotter than 2 ming K240 to firet horse, $100
F50 G the Whind ) mile heats; bost 0 dn 5. For thic ra
were 13 cutrics, but of this nutaber 7 were scratboal
the fellowiug to compets —lerre Girounrd, S
Princess’s Iames Lannagen, Bellevilly, bom: <Rut b
Van Valkenletrg & Weathechy, Canton, Ny b
titrl, Guodfrol Chapleas, Montreal, bom, Young
Badly, Ticonduroga, N Y, bog.»Pom Mowre ™ B,
Hag, Fhnt, Mick, oo, Sirey Bea'y MW Blo k. Goe s
blopi fLady Black”  After half an howr spemt &
start was accomplishod, the Princess” going 10 th
rash.  clady Biack®, howaever, gradually workod
ansd vame an At the bead, in 232 The position o
ax they came: in was a8 follows = Lndy Bl k|
2nd Gy Ben, 3rdc cTom Moore,” 4t - Youn
Behoaol Girl) Sth ;) Buteher Girl) distanesd

The srcomi heatl waa started in abont balf an b
Moore” wont 1 the front at ones, sod maintained Lis o
v the elowe | Urey Bew’ came fnon good seonpd,
was thind *Prineess fonrth, Seuleho Girl 505, anel L,
distanced. Time, 2375,

S During the interval between hicats, the first hoat of th
gecond racs, for 8 purse of $300, oprn to gl bors st L
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aever trotted Letter than 326, was called, Ot o SN
hoters entersd only the following wame to the « -M
Drougherty, Flint, Mivh, b, g, Geotge ' Austin Deran Mo

brrgh, s we fGovernese ' Clharlos B Ballard, Wit Kives
Junetion, . m, ¢ Snowilake.! .

After abont halfa-dezen attemyts AL nostarl, o x
effiitsd, ¥ Snowdake tending,  She held hor foren
to the cnd, * Gesrge” coming within a few vands o
finish, and * Governess ™ barcly saving her distan
2524,
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The thind heat of the first race was nesv gallod:
2 on Tom nguinst the Gebl In this heal > Tom
throughonut, closely followed by« Grey Bon,. whe
within kaif n length of the leader;  Thie ather positions werw
*Ladg Dlack. drd, ¢ Frineess,' 4th, 0 Time, 2404,

Befors ,'ﬂu,- next heat af the secomdt race could Yo rt;ﬂ'h'd,
Ui rain, whick bwd been threatening ever sites mosnibi,
hegan to fail in torrenits, sl the betting was put ancond Lo

*Bnowilake agninded off, and snceesdind | by ronuing, in
m‘x\inmining her Jead, bt was put’ baek far this infrincement
of the rules, giving the heat to° Georgo, “Pime, 7 203 The
Judges then ndjourned the races until ten ook nost
worning, ’ : :
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KECOND DAY

Ou Wednesdny marning the atledanes was swaller by half
than i had been on Teasday.  The fiest raee waz the une
finishiod heat of the day before. ¢ Tom Moeris, ¢ Lty Bk,
fPrincess and ¢ Grey Ben’ started, At the fiest taen STon
Moore " ¢ Gray Bew, and ¢ Lady . Black® man_into sach wther,
when Tom Moore! startal off, threw ot -his-driver, Tualls,
who teceived some ents anrl bruises, mind spinshoed the sulky,
‘ Laly Blnck ' then won the heat in 2444, The next het
fell Lo+ Tom Moore, in 2,38} —thny winming Qe rave; @ Lady
Black . 2ud, and ! Grey Ben’ 3el, - Tho spectators made p 3
purse of about F160 and presented it to My Ingalls, the drives
of *'Tom Moore, ns & reward tor hix pluck n driving sftr
haviug been wo soverely injured, ‘ A :
- The geennd mce, for a purse of $500, resuited n ”‘{"'(\rg'-l ;
and FSnowtlnke ' each taking & hent, wiich wns devided in
favour of *George, who took twe steaight heata in 2.7, anl
2,434, :




