-public we need only say that we expect this

~ character of our illustrations might keep. pace
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THE WEEK ENDIKG

June 18th, 1883, Corresponding week, 1881 !
Mex Min Mesn. Max: Min. Mean
Mon.. 70° 46° 58° IMom.. 86° #5° 70°5

Twes.. 80° 522 66° |Tues. 83° 55° 68,5
Wed.. 8I© 56° 68°5|Wed. 83° 60° 71

Thur.. 76° 600 68° |Thwm. 70° 530 61°
Pr.... 76° 649 70° |Pr... 73° 45% 5895
Sat..... 78° 389 8% Sai... 720 45° 58,5
Sun.... 75° 68° 71¢5|8wn.. 76° 55° 65,5
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PROSPECTUS OF VOLUME XXV1.

The commencement of the twenty-sixth vol-
ume of the CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS
marks a new era in the history of this journal.

With the new volume from July first next, we
propose to somewhat change the method of illus-
tration, hoping thereby to effect a material im-
provement in its general character. To the

change to result in illustrations of a greatly
superior type and more - nearly allied to the
best productions of the English and American
illustrated press.

The rapid growth of the artistic element
throughout the Dominion during the past
few years bas led us to the conclusion that
some such step was necessary in order that the

with the gemeral progress in- Art. It will be
easily understood that any change of this charac-
ter is synonymous with an increased expenditure,
and we trust that our patrons will appreciate
this fact and by their liberal support emable us
to carry out the proposed improvements.

We have farther determined, with' a view
of obtaining a large number of Canadian
sketches, as well as for the enconragement of
Art outside, to offer inducements to Artists and
Amateurs throughout the country to produce
work of a character suited to our paper. For
all such work we will gladly pay on a scale cal-
culated according to the suitableness of the
subject and its facility of reproduction. We
invite the cordial codperation of sll Canadian
artists in this matter, and as a further in-

{this be read we shall all know the

ducement to them to send us pictures for repro-
duotion, we will undertuske, in all cases in
which they are accompanied by a request to that
effect, to return all drawings and sketches to
their owners after using them. Such draw- |
ings as may be found unsuitable for our purpose |
we will in like manner return as soon as pos-
sible after they have been examined. i
1n our reading matter we intend to introduce |
some new features. Fresh departments will be
opened and we propose to avail ourselves here of
the services of the principal writers of the
Dominion. An early number of the new volume
will eontain the opening chapters of a new and
interesting novel . - .
Besides this we have arranged for a series
of papers to which the following gentlemen
amongst others are expeoted to contribute,

R. W. BoopLe, Fsq., Montresl, -
J. G. Bourmor, Esq., Ottaws,

8. E. Dawsox, Esq., Montreal,

F. M. Denous, Esq., Rimouski,

¥. L. Dixox, Esq., Ottawa..

N. F. Daviy, Eaq., Toronto.

Gronox M, DawsoN, Esq., Montreal, #
Bamay Daxg, Esq, Montreal, :
Marrin 3: Grivrix, Esq., Ottsws,

J. Georox Hopoixs, LL D., Toronto.

JoRN LESPERANCE, Esq., Montreal.

'W.D. LESUEUR, Esq., Ottawa.

J. M. LEMoINE, EsqQ., Quebec.

Chas. Linpsay, Esq., Toronto. ' ;

Gro. MURRAY, M.A., Montreal.

H. H. M1uEs, LL.D., Quebec.
HENRY J. MorGAN, Esq., Ottawa.
Rev. JaMEs Roy, M.A., Montreal.
JorN READ, M.A., Moatreal.
LiNpsaY RusseLL; Esq., Ottawa.
GEORGE STEWART, JR., Esq., Quebec.
THoMAs WHITE, EsQ., M.P.

This new departure will be, we trust, fully
appreciated by the Canadian public, and we
look to them confidently to support our efforts.
Our paper will be from this out more than ever
a national enterprise, and we mean our patrons
to feel that in supporting it they are not only
helping to produce a work worthy of the vast
jmprovement in culture and artistic feeling
throughout the country, but that they are get-
ting good value for their money.
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THE WEEK.

Wk are glad to welcome a new book
by a Canadian authoress. Miss F. GwiLt,
who is best known in Capada under her
nom de plume of “ Maple Leaf,” has just
published a novel entitled “ Wanted a
Housekeeper.” We have not space this
week for a more extended notice of a
charming woik, but shall speak of it more
at length in our next.

AT THE POLLS.

EvecrioNeeriNe is the order of the
day. As a subject of conversation it has
during these last days beaten even the
weather; as exemplifying the “ whole
duty of man” it has run church going
very close. Men talk, think, dream of
party candidates and party victories and
the end is not yet.

While we write this, preparations are
going on around us for the polls, and 'ere

choice of the country. It is not to anti-
cipate this we write, but there are some

peculiarities of electors to which atten
tion may be drawn without being in-:
fluenced by the hopes and fears of this or
that party. ' |

Of course, if you who read this are an
active. politician, if you take a  real and
a lively interest in the election of your
chosen representative, your plan of action
has been unimpeachable. You have pre.
sumably voted for your party, and we |
trust the best man has won.

There are others, though, whose motives |
have been less easy to decide, whose policy |
is to say the least of it, mixed.

There are some it may be, who are not
of the initiated, to whom the envelopes
containing the invitations to vote for the '
Liberal and else for the Conservative
candidate of their division lie side by side
upon their table, while their own decision
is either doubtful or indifferent. How
will such a one act to morrow ? ‘

“Oh 1 take no intetest in the matter
at all,” perhaps he cries. ¢ I shall proba-
bly vote for the man who asks me first.”
It may be perhiaps, ““Oh I haven's even '
had my uame placed on the voter's list.”
Has such a_man ever reflected for an in- '
stant that he is careleasly throwing aside
the greatest privilege a oitizen of a free

_ country possesses, the power of sharing in

the government of his country. Suppose.
‘he does not know the difference between
Grit and Tory. Is he by pleading ignor-
ance, of what after all he has no right
to be ignorant, to excuse himself from
his plain duty. At least he might have .

{added his grein of yeight to turn the

soale in favor of an ‘f¥™est, upright man,
to kesp’ out, it may b¥, »“man whom he

:knew for a schemer, dishoneet,- unfit to

govern or help to govern him snd you

andme. . S
Scarcely less blameworthy is he who

has based his decision upon the claims of

ing ; our comvivial friend may or may
not be the right man for the post. But
it is not for his social qualities, rather, be
it said, in spite of them, that we shall
support him, if support him we do. And
yet how many men vote for this or that
candidate on no better grounds than these.

There is another class, perhaps, who
have voted for a fellow-countryman be-
cause he is such. Far be it from us to
discourage the love of country in any man.
But did these men never reflect that it was
not the government of Scot'aml for which
they were choosing a rejresentative but
that of Canada? . Let our representa-
tive be a Scotchman by all means, if he
be the best man, but let him be more than
that, a Canadian. We have had enough,
and more than enough, of divided nation-
ality. If we are not Canadians we have
no claim to be electors of a Canadian
Parliament.

Once more, then, we have seen the

staunch Protestant who was not going to
see a Roman Catholic get in if he could
help it. And on this ground, perhaps, men
are harder to convince than any other,
partly because religious prejudice is the
strongest of all pr judices, but partly, also,
because they have just the shadow of a
right on their side, since a man’s religion,
if he be truly religious, must stand before
his political convictions.
" And yet once more, it is not a minister
who will be elected to-morrow, nor a de-
legate to a religious conference. By all
means let us have none but a Christian.
But surely we can bury mere differences
of creed when we come to record our vote
for our country.

So, then, we end as we began. Honor
above all to those who .have fought the
fight well and honestly, who have forgot-
ten their purely selfish interests, put aside
the cares of their business, the attractions
of their pleasures, remembering how
great is the responsibility that will rest
on them individually should their neglect
have contributed to some national disaster,
or have helped to hinder the prosperity of
their country. Time will show the justice
or otherwise of the choico each has made

i or will make to-morrow, but the consid-

eration of the motives which dictated that
choice may give some foud for reflection
apart from the results themselves.

OSCAR'S LATEST.

TRACKERAY mentions somewhere that
Georage IV. once invented a shoe-buckle
when in the prime vigour of his fancy and
the maturity of his power. Mr. Oscar
‘WiLDE, according to a Now York legend,
has gone even further than GeoreE IV.,
and hae invented a nmew suit of clothes.
If Mr. WiLDE returns from Awmerica with
an almost overweening opinion of his own
genius as a costumier and a poet, that will
be the fault of the Americans who send
reporters to ¢ interview” his tailor. In
England, they “interview ” generals, re-
leased political prisoners—*‘steeped to the
lips” in the usually quoted way—they in-
tervicw cannibals, and other interesting

" people. But Engli-h enterprise hasstopped

short of catechising Mr. Davirr's boot-
maker, or the artist who cut Sir F. Ro-
BERTS'S hair. More eager for knowledge,
the America"is who guide public opinion
have found out all about Mr. WiLpE's
new clothes, He is going to indulge, in
raiment described a8 “ couleur du lac au
clair de la lune "—the hue of & n-oonlight:
coloyred lake. Whebce Mr. WiLbE got
this inspiration the crities of the future
maust decide, Did he borrow an idea from
an earlier if not 50 great a poet, who writes
of the cloud that diaplays its silver lining }
Or was he guided by the words of the
Scoteh minister, who waa called on for a
¢ gentiment,” when a * sentiment ” meant
a kind of toast? This poor minister could
think of no sentiment more convivial than

| # the reflection o’ the moon in the cawm

“bosom o’ the lake.” After all, weare left in
doubt as to the details of this poetic suit of

casual friendship, who has voted for omewclothes. Black velvet is black velvet, when

whose only claim to his support has been
the bond of good-fellowship. It is
no boon companion we have been elect-

it is not velveteen, all the world over,
however you maya puff it, slash it, em-
broider it with marsh-marigolds, and take

other liberties with its texture. The other
suit, we presume —the Captain MooNLIGHT
suit—is to be made of white samite, mys-
tic, wondeiful, after the manuner introduced
to public favour by the Lady of the Lake—
Mr. Tennyson's lady, not Sir WaLTER's.
A plain white samite doublet, fitting tight
to the body, the upper part of the arm in
large (and very appropriate) “pufls,” sown
with silver lilies of the valley, may be
becoming, and cannot but suggest. the
reflection of the moon in the lake’s calm
bosom. In place of shoes we might re-
spectfully suggest that any one who takes
to this costume should imitate Duke
HuMPHREY in the * Bab Ballads :—
Duke Humphrey greatest wealth computes.
And sticks, they say, at nothing,
He wears a pair of silver boots -
And golden underclothing.

The golden underclothing is less impor-
tant, but the silver boots are quite essen-
tial. Thus attired, and with a silver wand
in his hand, a reformer of costume could

not fail to attract attention to himself in’

any company. And yet one hardly hopes
that this sort of garment will ever be uni-
versally worn. We cannot all afford to
steal around like embodied moonghine, or
to flutter like moths, or to attire ourselves
like the lilies of the field, even if we be-
lieved our personsal beauty worthy of such
adornment. And talking of the lilies of
the field, and of the nutriment which they
are supposed to afford to some sensitive
natures, it may be said that there is mo
new thing under the sun. If our young
men can lunch on lilies, there was a girl
in the time of the author of the ¢ Religio
Medici”—“that maid of Germany” he calls
her— who professed that she supported
existence on the smell of a rose. But she
was proved to be an impostor, a horticul-
tural variety of the modern  fasting girl.”

“4 LITTLE MUSIC.”

Mrs. Leo Hunter no longer affeets to patronize
literature. Music and so-called musical people
have been taken under her wing, and her
* evenings " are the topic of fashionable gossip
and of society intelligence in the newspapers.
In due time, everyone must have his chance,
and, if you will but patiently await yours, yon
shall ride your hobby to your heart’s content,
even in Mrs. Hunter's spacious parlors. Her
musical entertainments are conceived and car-

ried out on the plan of her once famous literary

gatherings. They are for those who trifle with
the art, and whose slight knowledge serves its
purpose if it but ministers to the vanity of its
thsessors,—young men and women who have
ittle love and less taste for the *‘art divine,’
but who have managed to pick up emough of
surface knowledge to enable them to figure on
the programme of the dreary parlor concert, and
whose efforts, feeble as they are, yet arouse the
envy of some of the still more ignorant listeners.
Perhape, too, while they make the judicious
grieve, such concerts sometimes afford amuse.
ment; that they furnish a sort of agreeable
excitement is evident from the frequency with
which they occar.

The fanit is not in that these idle peaple have
directed their listless attention to music, nor
that they are not, each and all of them, clever
musiciaus. The ohjection is to the pretence and
flummery that characterize the average parlor
concert. A few friends may meet to entertain
each other musically, whether it b with oper-
atic selections, more or less florid, with glees or
madrigals, or with instruwentsl trios or qua.
tettes ; and, although the performance be ever
so indifferent, if singers or players are doing
their best with the best music that they un-
derstand, their meetings must needs he improv.
virg, reficing, restfal, Should they ask in a
few friends as listeners, they will xipiply be ex-
tending the radius of sunxhiue, aud in the sin.
cere ;{phmso of .their audience will find a new
incentive to studv. Some of our wost delightful

memories are of just such musical gvebingn in
we

cosy, com‘ortable homes, where, althoug

could not t ke partin the performance, we yiét
knew there waz a welcome for us. ' The reader
of  Moscheles’ ** Recont ‘Music.and Musicians,”
or of Sebustian Hensel's ‘‘Mendelssohn Family,”
‘will pleasantly recall the accounts of the meet-
ings in-which, although the music was of the
kind which ordinary mortals cannot hear with-
out paying for it, there was the greatcharm.of
the abesnce of formality. Now, if we connot
have a Moscheles, a Mendelssohn, or 2 Fanoy
Hensel at the piano,—if we cannot have a
Malibran to. sing for us or romp with the
youngsters, —if neither Joachim nor Piatti will
drop in for s quiet cup of tea and a little mus e
afterward, —we can, nevertheless, get our share
of pleasure out of musie, if we rightly set about
it.  We, all of us, spend too much of our time
in other people’s houves, and, as a consequence
sometimes overlook the resources of our own
homes. If you really care for music, and want
to have it about you, devote one evening of
every week or fortnight to your musical friends.
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