OCEAN STEAMERS DUE AT CANADIAN PORTS.
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HONTREAL, SATURDAY, AUGUST 23, 1873,

The 131h of Aaygust, the rurima dies which was looked for-
ward to with mach cagerness by men of all shades of politics
and with anxiety by not a few, is past without giving us any
new developments. Matters remaio almost in stafy quo, in
the satae unsatizfactory coudition as before. It cannot be
denied that the prorogation of Parliament at such a eritical
peint of eur political history is to be deeply regrested  The
whele country was deeply interested in the matter at stake,
and the uaiversal feeling was that no delay should cecur in
sutjecting the charges made against the Government to a
most searching examinaiion, It is true that at the close of
the last fon it was uuderstood that on the meeting of
the House in Avwust an immediate prorogation should take
place, but sipce that time turther developments have been
made which would have perfectly justified a vie
understanding then entered into. This opinion is held by
some of the staunchest sapporters of the Government. [t
may safely be said that the news of the prorogation caused a
feeling of considerable uueasiness. The efect on the general
public was to strengthen the belief in the culpability of
Ministers. It was argued upon the streets that had they been
innocent of the charges laid against them, they would have
hastened inqguiry instead of delaying it. The phrase-in most
men's mouths was that #it looks very black.” The Govern-
ment was socused, not convicted, But the Goveraraent, instead
of submitiing to a trial at the hands of a House in which they
bad an acknowledged majority, preferred to be judged by
their own nominees, Such a decision, though it is much to
be deprecated, 1 at least a compliment to the uprightness of
the ministerial members of the Commouns., But what of
the action of the Opposition supporters in the matter—we
gay nothivg of the doings of Opposition members, The
representative of that party, which had Thitherto,

tion of the

press

in  the language of the English pewspapers, induolg-
ed in languags  which would have shocked people at
hore,  broke out in the fiercest denunciations. Some

sheets did not even serapaie to threaten the Governor-
General, who throughoutr, it appears to us has maiu-
tained & most  dignified bearing, and exhibited a most
thorough understauding of his own position. A more foolish
course than that adopted by the: Opposition organs van hardly
be imagined. Biginnipg with a:sertions they were not satistied
with advancing proofs, bat immediately launched ont into
vituperation of the ignoblest kind.  In one instunce even de-
liberate falsitication was resorted to, while in another, and a
more pitiful one, a journsl of great. power among the party in-
dulged In most unparliamentary language which it was atter-
wards shamed iuto retracting., But notwithstanding  the
fatal cour~: pursued by the accasers the facts remain that the
accused have for nearly five months remained under a cloud. To
the honour of the latter be it said that in the nomination of
their judges, Judges Day; Gowan, and Polette, they have at
least shown thumselves beyoud blind partisan-feeling.

.

In the last number of the Penn Montaly the Editor suys :—
“‘Che attempt to kidnap an adventorar who rejoices in the
# pseudonym of ¢ Lord Gordon Gordon' has vecagioned wmuch
“exciteraent in British America, 1t will be regarded there
“and in the Canadas as an attempt of a flagrant character to
“encronch upon British soil and doubtless stir up again the
# chronic anxicty about the designa of the United States with
¢ regard to annexation, which is one of the auxious fancies of
“the Canadian mind.” - We heg to suggert to the editor of the
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Penn that he ix entirely wrony, from his premises downwards,
The arrest of the swindler Gordon created little ot uo excite-
ment in British America, *In Minoesota the excitement was
intense.  As to the statement that it will be regarded there
(i. e. in British America) and in the Canadas as an attempt of
a fdlagrant attempt, cte, we have no remack to make beyond
the expressiva of 8 wish that Fhiladelphisns would employ
their spare time in studying up coutemporary history. That
¢ jt will doubtless stir up syain the chronic anxiety abhout the
designs of the United States with regard to aunexation” we
utterly deny, while ax to the statement that snnexation © is
one of the anxious fancies of the Canadian wind,” we can af-
ford to laugh at it.
was one of the anxious fancies of the Cunadian wmind, bat we
have got over that, No: the feeling, as far as we can learn,
tht exists throughout the country with regand to that most

Some years ago it is tews that annexation

unprincipled sdventurer, 4 Lord” Gordon, is oue of regretthat
he was not captured a few wiles firther south. Uncenseiously
the writer in the FPenn admits that the arrest of Gordon was
illegal when he employs the term < kiduap” The excitement
has entirely been on the American side, the Minnesotian jour-
uals vying with vach other in their denunciations of British
tyranny and in urging the people of the State to unite in ves-
cuing the prisoners from * British dungeons.”

{For the Conadian [Hustratmd Nems )
CORIGINAL ARTICLES,
ENGLISH ARISTOCRACY AND CANADIAN ABIDNTOCHKATY,

I promised at the commuenvvinent of these articles to be in-
tensely original, and I have Ly no mans lost the burniug
desire ; but it seems my great misfortune to fall upon pecn.
lHarly hackneyed subjects. But [ will try to act in harmmony
with my primitive design.  English Aristocraey seems to be
one of the most fixed institutions that vegetates ou this globe,
A3 1 begin thisarticle Tam painfully conviucad thateven 1 will
not be able to entirely root it our,  Bat it is o pleasant thing
to talk about, and jt is no barm to have a ting at it now and
again—it rather keeps the thing in motion. It scems a
peculiar circumstance that almost all of the great writers of
Fugland in modern times have pointed their weapons at it
Some of them have hurled them with great force and direct-
ness, and still it stands, gloomy and grand. Dickens, the
most popular and the most powerful of all modern novelists,
Las poured upon it the phials of his wrath, and wounded its
feelings by the fangs of hix satire ; the nobility read and
admire his works, but evines no disposition to resign their
hereditary grandeur or to  lessen their devotion to escut-
cheons and coronets, The peasantry of Great Britain, weep
over his characters taken from their own ranks, and yet never
abate in their obsequious reverence for titded dignitarices.
Alfred Tennyson, the ndwmired Poet-Laureate, Las sung in
sweetly dowing accents, that are repeated with profound
respect by all classes of English people,

v Trasl me, Jlara Verade Vere,
From yoan blue Heavens above us hent
The grand old gardeasr and his wife
=utile at the claime. of lang desvent,
towe'er it be, it sevins o use.

“Tis ooty noeble to he zood.
Kind heasts aze more that eoronets,
And «imple faith than Narman blaed”

In his ¢ Aylmer's Fields” be gives veut to the most pungent
ratire in roference to the absurd worship of family prestize.
Still the English Aristocracy fhearishes, nor szzoas to be yicld-
ing in the slightest. Its powerful breastworks appear proof
against all the catapalts, battering ramz, and forty-ponuders
that may te hurlad against them.  And we, liberal and en-
lightened people out in America, who have learned o believe
in worth mther than in birth, staud aghast at the spectacie,
and mutely wonder why it is so andask ourselves, « Will it
never have an end 77 )

Unjust, unphilosophical aud absurd, as T beliove Aristocrney
to be. T am not sure buat that it has hitherto becn 4 boon to
the Euglish poople.  The atmosphere of Furopean countries
has been favorable to its growth.  With a poor, iznorast and
degraded peasantry social distinctions become the invvitable,
and although Lord Mutanheds and Lord Verisophts has al.
ways existed, yet the gentry of the mother country has always
been a tower of strength to the nation, and given it a dignity
and power it could not have otherwise possessed, Lesser evils
have ever been permitted to exist to prevent the introduction
of greater ones,

Bat I have a strong conviction that the Enylish Arvistocmey
is on the wane, and I don’t mind giving the reasons.  The
age is becoming immensely liberal, which, in reality, is ounly
equivalent to saying that it is becowsing intelligent,  Strin.
gency and aristocracy ari: only necissary for restraining the
outbursts of ignorant men; intetligent people require no sneh
artntrary checks, and may be safely trusted with their own
government.  Absolutisin iz almost & thing of the past, and
confined pearly exclosively to savage countries.  The people
sre becowing the sovercigns, aud in proportion as intelligence
becomes more generally infused, will popular richts be more
and more respected.  The social distinetions which prevall in
England are chicfly due to the political institations of tha
land, = Make the one libaral and the other becomes so natne
rally.

When Jess than one century ugo a nation was establishied in
the New World upen principles of liberty and social equality,
with 1o absurd distinctions of caste, it conld not be possible
that ity influenece would be Jost on old aristoeratic Countries,
Fucope has  witneksed the rise of the United States into 'n
powerful nationality, which atter all is the great mirncle of
the nineteenth Century.  Those ticed of the perfunctory pee-
tensions which prevail in Ruropean Counitries, and which act
a8 & barrier to the rising hopos of those whose only crime ix
preverte and humble birth, have songht a home in Amerien,
where all start in the race of life on an equality, and all may
dure aspire to the bighest positions,  Tois alone wust have
its effect, -

But, lnoking at Engiand itself, there exist the strongest
grounds for the hope that the day. of ancestral pride 18 well-
nigh done, Sec what the Liberal party has alrendy nchivved in
the way of reform. . See how each year the popular side has
gained wome new acquisition,  Hee how the influence of the
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Commons has steadily increased while the power of the Lo
has steadily declined. The Bovereign of Great Britain, how.
ever much beloved and respected, 18 only a plece of politica}
ornament whose functions are chicfly uominal. Just lately
Mr. Gladatone has given the English a system of Free Schoolg
and the Education of the masses mmeans death to the uppe;
classes. But more, commerce {8 extending, manufactures ape
expanding ; common people are getting rich'; great nobje.
men are getting poor. Not only the ¢ grand old gardener apg
his wife,” but the opulent merchant and his wife, and afigry
to © smile at the clalms of long descent.””  Memorial estatey
are becoming the property of successful grocers, and a genery]
revolution is going on, The Inboring classes are bcginning
w assert themselves,  “ More wages and less hours” iy (b,
cry, and consumers have got to feol these little things.

You caunot convince an Englishman that hix countryy
aristocracy is on the wane, Not a bit of it. I have trieg
saveral times, in my poor feeble way; but it couldu't be
done ; even navvies grow indignant at the idea. But jt iy
nevertheless, This I8 just as certain as the resurrection,
and even J. B. (which stand for Jobu Bull) has got to se.
and recognize it. None of us pretend to much adminmtioy
of such men us Sir Charles Dilke ; but, after all, it will b,
seen some day that his greatest fault is that he {s about &
century shead of his age.  The abolishing of the purchase of
Army commissions is not at all encouraging to the advocates
of hereditaty renown.

And now sbout Canadian aristocracy. I the reader was g
good-humotred party, and 1 had him beside me, ut the nep.
tion of the words @ Canadian Aristoeracy,” 1 would slap bim
obn the knee and burst out into a perfect guflaw of laughier,
« Really, my dear fellow, too absurd., Ha! ha 't Quite ridiculons
sltogether”  But nevertheless we have the article,. There
is no question abont that, After my tbaughter had subsided, |
would forthwith grow serious, and az w reasonable and el
figent man, 1 would be bound to adinit that 3t existed ang
Hourished among vs.  # Here it i5,” as the old bachelor waid
when he discovered that & weeping wail had beeu left at Lis
door, “and the question ix what shall be done with iv7~

4 Yes, sir, Canadian Acistoeracy, and what have you got
say about it 7" Well, not much any further than jns<t perly
to have a look at the thing, and see what it is like, Aud bers
let it be remarked that it is not var titked aobility sl byt
must be coastderad ; it s not a few Sie Johu's, Sic Goorges,
Sir Frank's, Sir Hugh's, Sir A, Vs, that Kot ta
frighten us; these are comparatively harmiess. Tt does e
no good, and it does nobody else any harm, and we are ot
going to be dyspepticabo.t it Tt ix not our nature, We smile
Guood honest Joel Phipps has uever shed g tea on the syl
jeot, but then there are limits,

We visit a small seaport town in Nova Sestia) it s e the
vicinity of some coal mine  Here once a year voters an
English man-ofowar, and remain< for a few weeks, Here .
where you find it. Gentle woman arouses herselll The sight
of a4 provition =hip to & Starving city 1a & comparatively jg-
significant matter compared with the joy this bripes to the
huvarts of the gushing damsels of this Huttle villaze. only o
few of them, mind you, Most of themn are dangliters of trades.
men, who are making moeney, advancing the futerodts of the
countsy, extending itz commerey, develuping s industre s,
and doing vulgar things generally. These unfortunate
creaitites have no lot or parcel in the matter. Theyv bave
racy cheeks, and rounded limbs; they ave peither pale nor
wrinkled, neither do they yawn, and henee are not fit G the
wystic cirele.  But there is a clnss) the danghters of bricte
less barristers, of halfpay clergymen, of the Juige of Piobite
and the Registrar of Desds, and, possibly, the sherint, nnbess
perchance, he “sprang " from the » lower ranks,” these
pare to receive the veterans of the Navy, ut come the
rauge boxes, and opern glasses, aud white slippers Now
beging the luncheon at 12, and the dinner at £ the ball at
10 pom, ending at 3a.m. Now for your tosdyism, now st
yvour insipid brothers attend to their own vulgar concorns,
unw produce your carmnt wine labelled 46 port.  Now o
vour disgnet at Awmericanism and everything that is * an-
British.”  Here we have one example of “ Cunadinng Arive
cracy,” apretty suceessful connterfilt, but not cocounged by
the climate or Jaws,

There are other kinds cpnally buposing that might be e
sented 5 but, Hke Atban Morley, we have an aversion to pain-
ful subjecta. I am not distressed with fears lust our countey
should becoms infested with an aristocrney of exotiv growth;
I simply pity the poor isolated victims of this somewhat
pardonable weakness,  But there are  phnses of our gevial
ptatus that are worthy, perbaps, of a serious consideration—
possibiy, when in a serious mood, the iden may recur to me.

Hoe

devn Pueers
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THE LORE OF THE CALENDAR.
AU, 13.—~0LD LAMMAS DAY,

Lammag Day, says Blount, otherwise called Gule or Yule
of Auguxt, which may bea corruption of the British word
Gwyl-Awst, signifying the feast of August. - Antiquaries are
divided in their opinions conecerning the word Lany, or Lamb-
mags. Somue suppose it was called Laymmas-day quasi Lo
Masse, because on that day the teonnts that held Jand of the
Cathedml of York, (whichis dedicntid to 8t Petor ad Vinenla)
were bound by their tenure to bring a live lamb into the
church at high mass ou that day, There {5 an old provab
@At latter Lammax,” which i3 synonymons with the old
¢ Ad Gracas Calendas” of the Latins, and the common saying,
* When two Sundays come together,” that ig, never.

Others suppose it to be derived from » Saxon word, sigui-
fyiuye lonf-masse, or bread-masse 5o named ns a feast of thanks-
giving to God for the first fruits of the corn, and secws 0
have been observed with bread of new wheat ; and accordingly
it {8 a usage in kome places for tenntits to he bound o bring
in whent of that year to their lord on or before the firat of
August.

The festival probably celebrated the realisation of the first
fruits of the earth, and more pacticularly  that of the gratu
hitrvest,
tinned to be observed as o festival on these gronnds, amd from
u lonf being the usual offering at Chiureh, the service and con-
seqiiently the day came to be called Hiaf-Masso subsequently
ghortened “into Lammay, as hlaf-dig (bread digpenser) appli-
cable o the mwistress of & house, came to be softened into the
famillar and extensively naed term Indy. i

When  Christianity wax jutroduced; the day con-




