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ilen: In 1036, ho journeyed to Rome,
was kindly reccived by Pope Bienediet

i, in whoso hands lie phced the regal
diadem, made of purc Irish gold, orna-
mented with prctiolus stones.

The successoi of.Bn'in Bu waslTur-
lough O'Brien, bis gru ndson, whose
fathler s if Munster. Every-
body k<now's that Westminster llall. in
London, built by William Enfuis, in the
closing yeai's of the 11th century, hais
an oaken roof, which, thus ihr, has been
spared by insects. It is less genCerally
known tiat this wood, grown in Shil-
lelash, close to Arklow, iin the county
of WÝicklow, waspresented to the Eng-
lish monmach by King Turlough, ti
next succssor of Brian 3oru.

Il 1168, Roderick O'Connor, of tho
blood of Bilan, became ruler of Con-
naught and subscquently of all Ircland.
O'Ruarc, Prince of Brefii, hnd taken ta
-vife a damsel, as fiail as faitr, who,
shortly after fled ta bis bitteic<t persoial
enemy, Dermot iMacMuirough, King of'
Leinster, who, fearing for his life, fled
the cou ntry, in 1169, and flmding lIaini-y

I., cf Englad, iin France, tendcred hIlm
the sovereignty of Ireland, on condition

efinst n restoration ta the throne of

Passing into EnIgland he met Strong-
bow (Richard d Clare) and other of the
Angle Norman military leaders, and,
promising that if ha wold espouse bis
cause and take a sufflicient military
force to Ireland, he would besto on hin
bis daughter Eva, heir-appaient to the
Kingdom oflieinster, and bestow on him,
as dowry, the right of succession therc-
to. Dermot's own ambition and design
probably were ta becomo sole ruler of
Irecland by aid of the foreign arny of
nasion under St'ongbow, whose mair-

riage withî Eva duly took place.
But Henry, the Bnglish sovereign,

bOcommiig jealous ofiStrongbow, recalled
him and his soldiers. just thon, in the
year 1172, King Dormot died, and
Strongbow submistted hinself to Ienrty.
Whereupoon Henry hastened to Irland
with five hundred linigbts and a great
number of hoise and fbot, landed at
Water'ford, and thtence went to Dublin,
wher'e the Irish magnates paid him ho-
mage, ai Boderick of Connaugt sub-
sequently did. and so Ireland was trans-

ferecd to the yokço of Englisht sove
reignty.

In iMay, 1170, King Hn-y II., the
EngNish orignl, nlot a(lne fivorably,

but ogcrly, accepted the itivitatioi of
Drmot, Kring of Leinster, to sanction
tle srvice of a voltcer British force.
The bribe offetlrd to Ilotny was thtat if
such action slould restore Dermot te his
t0hone, the later woulId hold his ciown
as a vassal to England.

Acordingly, Iluctry isstued lctters of
licansa, autithlo -inzmg a tmilitary axpedi-
tion aganst I.cland . Bristol, which was
"mighty convaynt"t to the soutt-
west of IrCland, wais to have bean the
place of rcndezvouis fir the invadinig
terce, and there Jung I nry's agent
iceived every couragementfrom thîe
civic lagistrates, and Dermot, the de-
throned, wio was thiere, gave very
liberal promtises of land aid property to
aill who would'assist lm to recover lis
ei.awn.

Thceta, too, at tho samne lime, made
niuch eof by the Bristolians of all ranks,
was a gallant soldier, ona Richard de
Clare, su riamned Strongbow, bosides
baing Earl of Pembroke, oficgeront cf
Normandy, which thon, and fort a con
sideiable later peiiod, belonged to thie
English monarch, and Marshal of the
royal palace-wlietlher t/is, at that tiiiie,
was the Tower of London et the Keep
of Windsoi, this deponent knowetl not.

King Dermnot, awareC that his Cause
wouild bc immensely steghndby
the personial adhlerence of such al power.-
ful chief as Stirongbow, offered him the
heart of Eva, his daugli ter, wi th a pro-
mise to settie upon the hicirs of sutcli an
union the succession to the throne of
Leinster. To other advenrersminor
>romises re made. Fitz-Steplin,
Governoi of the Castle of Cardigan, and
ancestor of the 3arys of Cork, recived
foreve, a gin nt of Lhe town of Wexford
riglht opposite to Cardigan ; and, indeed
this was tle first place besieged and
taken by the English and Wolsi invadears

Str'onîgbow Id previouîsly visited
Irelaid maore than once. While he was
collecitng volunteers, under tie King's
letter, Fitz-Steplien got the start of iim
in Ireland, landing 30 kniglits, 60
esquires, and 300 foot-soldiers. Mean.
while, King Dernot, who iad slipped
over to Irelanîd, collected a foic of' 500


