
THE - IIARP.

slown by the pht of fuert de Bur3:gh ,
Giveston, .DespensCr, Michael de Li Polo,
and mlla ny otlhirs.

But the Rfoiimation, (as poor-, simple,
illiterate men cal it,) brought as griat
a revollution in civil govennient as it
did il ie religious ordcr. Laymcn,
thei, for the fi'st time, began to pw-
fonall the Clioflices of government,d
tlien, iidccd, did inen seco such a cowd

of' favorites jostling anld pulli ng and
clbowing each other li the race fRi ofli
ces as Cite world never beforei had even
dicami of' in the courts of' kings. Look
at the favorites of' Quee Elizabeth's
tiine, :i infinite sw:m, and :in uniipm'in-
cipled withal Loolc at thc qivimrirels,
c'on tentions and slandr is that filied that
imutbrutiiato court. Thiis 11in clief
favorite to-day, to be supplanted to-mai'-
row. through the plots oft his less flor-
tinate rivals Plots and couter-plots.

Imupeachmnts ai araigninents foi'
trIasoni and scidi(gs to the block, till
mcn became niore accustonmed tO hunin

blood spilled by the axe of the execu-
tioner, lan to btilloc'ks' blood shed
through the axe of the butcherl.

And yet inca will say of thtis change,
of this refor'nation, " that 'tw'as a glori-
ous victor'y."

Vere we l ouir sober senscs to ask
-the question, whetheI' tte 1s.t ofJalu ary
is N'w Year's Day? it is quite pos-
sible that we should bc aucused o

Shaving a scrcw loose," or a. slate o1,"
ai of " being light in oui upper story,"

oi' some other of those thouîsand .and
onco cuphlisins by whicli societi dcsig-
nites the stat of insanity. i yet,

ew Yea'"s Day is a fact concerning
which thc learned liaye grave douibts;

but, thon, what subjcct is there under
the suiu aboit which the learned have
not tho gravest doubts ? It was a Phil-
osojai vIor o fil'st decla'ed that Cice

t w isdom 'as Ïo kiow liew vem'y
littlo one knows. Doubtless; this is thé
r'eason of tho highl 'fincd dbbtiing
povevs of the leanied. Be tl at ho'ër'

Îas i nnayhjre'ish. thc E ptin and
the Greek ealenda's did not plaeè'the
*couin6ecniment' of tiir year at our
sti'tig point; nay even our Cho'ic
-clesiasticai year comnences -n the
Fl't Snday h Acyeînt, somio fui'

'weeks erovios te ouru popullm- New

Year's Day. In fact, as filn as the 5,000
yeaî's of our world's existence is con-
co'ned, our ani'ary is a comparatively
modern institîtion, iaving boon dev ised
by the clerical Num't' Pompilius 1b:' lis
ownmî good and siflicienît reasoni., no
doulbt. And if neitlier the Jewislh, nor

gytian, o'Cler Greck, nor Christian
ecelosiastical cew Year's Day is oni th
fir'st of' .anîuary, netler is Cie legal. It
is a Crions flet, worthy o? rcîei-
bi-anc, that iL was not until the year
1752 that the leqal New Yc's Day -was
cooval withi oui popuîlar One'. Prvious
to thait ycai', the legal ycarî comn înoîiced
nost imaccounlably on the 21st Marcli,
aid tlhis day is actually yet the coin-

monceîimen t of' the Fiancial Year. Con-
nîected witi tlis, there is a curiious fact.
On ok histoi'y ook' tell us that King
Charles 1. of' Eg d lad his ead out
of' on thc 30ti Juay, 164S or '49.
Now whiat does thvat mean ? Can it be
possible thait ilistory is uncertairi a
Iw/ole year as to the date of so important
and melnchoily an event ? By ne
imeans. It n coiCly ineiis te say that
popuilarlyj Charles I. was beheadcd in

1649,-legaly li 164S,

Mr. Spigcon alis been lecturin g in
England on candles. If a cuious, it is
also a light subject. 1 thilk L have
soimewlier' read oi' a certainî Saxon
Kcing, whose Maimina, li his ciildhood,

uised te whiy him, when he was nughty
.with a icadle. This iy; by an easy
transition, have led te the mloderi n-

go-Saxon pumishment foi' nauîgh boys
of' beingsent te bed ivithout a candle. We

weî- speaking just now of Charles I.,
and naturally cnough, Mr. Spmn-geon's
SCandle TLecture " brings te r'eeollectiont

(what a myster'ious thing mnenory is )
the faet that on the iighît preceeding
his excecution, whi.h the'ing passed at
St. T.qmes', the royal bcd -chanibc was
dimly iliuiniuated net by kopt'oi candle,
iuch less by gas, bit by a reat cake of
oai set in, a silver basin. Of cours
here 'nust laCe been a wielk teo tlh

grent cae of wivx," anud thoenc it ias
afte all ntling but a candie, thîough a

dniut on ud - .riotis vithal Bu
ïiio'i as ing Char'les' cade C u-i

doùbtedl ;vs, and suggestv o?0 tfhe
nonii-h's fast exiring d sit was not

liaif so Curiusn lo Ilf se qt1ait us


