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shown by th fate of HubclL dc "Bu"g,h
‘Gaveston, Despenser, thhanlde l Pole,
and ' many others:

But the Reformation, (as poor, simple,
illiterate men eall it,) by onght us great
a revolntion in civil rrovunmcnt Tas it
did in e religious arder. Laymen,
then, for the first time, began  to per-
form all the oftices of fro\unment and
then, indeed, did men sce such a crowd
of favorites jostling and pulling and

-clbowing cach other in the race for ofii
€y s the‘\\'orld never before had even
dreamt of in the courts of kings. Look
at the favorites of - Queen Blizabeth’s
time, an infinite swarm, and an unprin-
cipled withal. Look at the quarrels,
contentions and slanders that filled that

unfortunate ‘court.  This man  c¢hief

favorite to-duy, to l)c~uppl'mtul to-mot-
row, through thc plots of' his loss for-
tunate vivals.  Plots and counter- -plots.
Impeachments and  areaigninents  for
treason and sendings to the blocl, till
men beeame more ageustomed to humm
blood spilled” by the axcof the exeeu-
~tioner, . than to  bullocks’ blood . shed
th)oun'h the axe of the butcher,

.Xnd yet men will say of this change,
of this reformation, © that'twas a frlon-
ous victory.”

Were we in our sobier senses to ask
the question, whether the 1s Lof‘].uumx)
is New Year's Day? it is quite pos-
sible that we, should bé accused of
“ having aserew loose,” or ¢ aslate oft,”
ov of “Dheing light in our upper story, »
or some other of those thous: nd and
-one euphisms by which socicty desig-
‘nates the smtc of :instinity. - And \ei
Neow Year's Day is a fact concerning
“which the learned have grave doubts"
JDoug, then what subject is there under
the sun abouL which the learned have
not the gravest doubts ? It was a Phil-
osopher who first deelared  that' thc
hm]lest wisdom was o know how very
htt]e one knows.  Doubtless; this is the
reason of the highly refined doubting’
powers of the learned. Bo that;however,

..as 1t may, the Jewish; thic Lfr) ptmn and
. the Greek calendars did not' place the
i comme cemcnt, of theu' ‘)rc‘\r at’ our
-~ starting’ point; ndy, éven our’ C»tthohc
-ccclesmstxc'\l ye'u' ‘comuiences on the
- Fivst  Su day in Advent; “some. fonr
, -wceks 1 _ mous to our’popular New

with o candle.
Sty .m\mon have led 6 the modern AR

Year's Day. In I.ch, as s far s Lhe 5,000
years of our world's cxistence "is con-
cerned, our anum'y is' a comparatively
modern. institution, having been' devised
by the elevical Numy' Pompxlms for his
own good and. sufficient ~reasons no
doubt And il neither the Jowish, nor

By pm.m, nor Greek, nor (,lmstrm
ccelosinstical New Year's Day is on the
fivst of f.um.u'y neither is the legal. It
is a curions’ fact, worthy of remem-
brance, that it w, as not until the year
1752 that, the legal New Year's Day was |
coeval with eur popular onc.  Previous
to that year, the leyal year commaonced
most nnaccountlb\) on the 21st March,
and this day is actually yet the com-
mencement of the Finaneial Year. Con-,
nected with this, there is a curious fact.
Qur old history boolks fell us that King
Charles 1. of* England had his head cut
oft on the 30th January, 1648 or '49.-
Now what does that mean? Can it be
possible ‘that History is uncertain e
whole year as to the dateof so unport'mtz
and melancholy. -anevent? . "By no
means.
popularly Charles I was behc.\(led in,
1049, —legally in 16}8

M. Spurgeon has been lecturing in
England on candles. If a curious, it is
also light - subject. I think: L have
somowhere read of a certain’ Saxon
King, whose . Mamma, in his childhood,
uscd to whip him,w hen he was n'uwl\(,y,

]l This ‘may, by an easy-

glo-Saxon punishment for naughty boys”
of bcm:r sent to bed without a candle. Wo
were spe.\l\uw just now of Charles I,
'md natwrally enough, M/ Sl)m'rreons

«Candle Ticeture” l)l‘l!l"’a to redollection”
(what a mysterious Llnnn‘ memory ist) -
the fact that on the mnhb preceeding
his execution, which the\’l\nw passed ab
St. Jimes', the” voyal bed- ch'lmber wig
(lnnly1llumnmtcd not-by lamp or candle;
much loss by gas, but By a"great ‘cake o
wax set in o silyer b'lam. Of cowrse
there ‘'must “have been 'a wick ‘to’ the
“ areat cake ‘of wiix," 'and thence it was’
a(tcf all nothing but a eandle, thoun'h 8’
qunnt ono. and & eurious \n_thal But
ciirious ‘as King Charles’ ‘curdle’Funs”
doubtedly e nd suggestive . of ‘the"
nionarch's f:

‘lnlf‘ so c

ous_ nor hf\lf 0 ‘qumnt as

It merely means to say that”

expiring days, it 'was not -
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