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Wous ate the muide-posts o’er the road of lite,
The stars that dimly shine with feeble ray,
*Midst shoals of bitter sin and roeks of stife,
That hurably point to heaven the lov ly way

Ineratitude, negleet, pe..ary, wrong,

That fall upon the head like wildew?s blight,
Are but the Shepherd's hands, that lead along.
Unto his wentle fold, where ail is right.

Yes, all disease, with its dejirous dream,

Is but the touching of the chastening rod,
Iappy are we when suchwe canit deem,
Forhe who Kindly wields it is our God.

Itis the fire by which the ore is tried;

It is the lamp that lights us home to bliss;
The hau! vato the silver cord applied<
And death the bursting of the chrysalis.

iEiscellany.

PRAYER FOR THE SPIRIT.

We have already presented some view of the
nature aund eflects of the outpouring of the Spirit
o the day of the Pentecost.  The inguiry 1s

f an interesting and important vne—How far

were the scenes of this day peculiar w it, and
how far was it the commencement of whnt is
pecpetuated in the churches?  We have arriv-
ed at the conclusion that .11 that was essential
to the fullillment of the promise of the Father

i wus perpetual . and, that, consequently in cvery
b important particular, we inay expect such
§ scenes 1 the Churchin all ages. Preaching

the gospel, with the Holy Ghost sent down
from above, and praying in the Holy Ghost,
may be rare in our own times, but we have
1o reason to suppose that it was confined to the
primitive ages.  Nay, if we koow anything of
the promise of the Father, it is the funlt of
minisiers and people that there is not more ol
the Holy Ghost among us,

It may be profitable to turn Lack and look
at the attitude in which the primitive disciples
They did

pose of producing an effoct, und relapsing intu
coldness. They did not direct their view to
the accomplishment of a certain cflect, on the
souls of impenitent men, of which thcy should
be merely the triurnphaut witnesses.  They did
in the very ontset, separate themselves troin the
world, in thoe single-hearted and unreserved de-
votion of their whole being to the Master they
loved. In this state of separation, there wus
a deep consciousness of their need of the Spirit,

j and an earnest and insatiable thirsting fur the

Spirit.  The instruction of Christ as well as
their own experience led to this; and then
there was a firm and unquestioning confidence
in the prowmise of the Father, and the repuated
assurances of their Master. "These earnest
desires, and this strong confidence, found a na-
tural and practical expression in their perseve-

f ring prayer, their entire usanimity, and ther
B patient, waiting. It was probably, & proper

and need!ul discipline to strengthen their fuith
to deepen their earnestness, to lead them to au
entire sumbission to the divine sovereignty, aud
1 prepare them for an entire sursender of soul
to His influcaces, that the folfilment was de-
ferred ~from day to day. Whether this was

| drimarily intended or not, there is no Joubt

that these effects were produced by the delay.
The outpouring thus prepared for us was, it is
to be carefully noticed, upon the disciples, and
Uts fruits are developed in their hearts and lives.
Itseems ncéessary to emphasize these particu-
lars, because there is, it isto be feared, o wile-
spread practical error, which is the occasion
of much evilinthe Church, Praverforarcvival
of religion scemstoo often to “be something
very different from all this, and we cnanot
too earnestly urge that this matter shoald be
looked into.” With the same view, we direct at-
tention to the subsequent internal fruits ol the
Spirit. Itis true that amongst the foremoust of
these was the fervent and animated declara-
ton of the wondrous things that (od had
wrought, and a wmighty pleading of the chums
of Christ; and carnest persuading men to be
reconciled to God. And thus they became
the channel through which the hving walers
flowed to a perishing world, God, blessing hus
own truth thus proclaimed, muititudes were
converted. But the Spirit was not exhausted in
this energetic and triumphant effort tor the con-
version of sinners. its fruits were witnessed in
the sequel as fully as in the immediate mnan-
festation. ‘I'he Comforter abode with them ;

& ond the glorious harvest of the Spirit's fruits,

the glory of Ged. Thete is podiug i wladh
the churches are muie wigenily cadicd upou o
examine thetuselves, than thed prayers foi w
revival,  "There s no way i whidh the Spunt
can be moro dishouvied than 1w those puayas
that seem, in 1eality, merely to cadeavor o gain
his presence to serve w purpuse.

This may secm a hard expression , and yet,
does not the mmachuely of tuany tuvderu revivais
justify it?  We do oty ful s preseagy cola
un a more particular eaaminauon ol vy but
it will be felt, by thuse who have made exten-
sive observations on the present state of the
churches, that this 15 the peculiarity ot ouwr
times—that everythiug 1s arranged wih refes

Jence 1o an immediate cffect upon the world,

and to increase the membershtp ot the charches.
Sotne one has 1emarked, © The great ubject s,
to make conversion easy.”  Mau becomes every-
thing, and God’s glury is lust sight o Mus-
ters lay their plans, and manage dee proceed-
ings, and then we find people extolling the
expioits of thew miuisters, or the domgs of
thewr sect, in a manner that indicates but
little of stmple zeal fur the glory of the name
of Jesus.

On the other hand, huw must the cause ol
Chust languish, and the Church gu tuousnuing
without the light of the suu, uulil ihe poople ol
God come up with ous heart and vne 1niud,
lay hold upon the prumise, wnd cvunug witha
holy boldness to lum who has recenned aud sull
holds, the dispensativn of the Spinty wresile w b
him ull the full tide shall overtlow the Larreu
and thirsty heritage, aud cover itall over with
the glory of a new verdure.  Ltis aot tow much
to believe—it is not tvo much tv ask. —Lean.
Lioncer.

THE POWLER OF PRAYER.

Moses was called by the Lord the meckest
man of the earth: (Nutnb. xu. 3) Hence, he
possessed the quali:cativa to lkive mure power
with Gud m prayer, than any othet mau then
iving.,  After God had poured vial after vial of
his wrath upon the haughty, tyranni-al Pha-
raoh and his sabjects, for refusing o elease the
Istaclites from their cruel boulage, Pharach
again and again called ou Moses to pray for
the removal of the plagues; in uo iustance did
the meck Moses retuse, or his prayers fuil ofan
answer, A man of the world, anl wany pre-
sent church members, if in Moses's place, would
have ullerly refused to pray for such wa uppres-
sor; and would have stud, * Now, yun wiched
wretch, you have got wtu trouble, get ovut the
best way you can;” aud f they did pray, it
would be with so little of the meckness ol Moses,
and of faith, that their prayers would avail but
hitde. When the fire of Gud's angut was cou-
suwing the rebellious Israclites, Moses prays
and the fire ceases ; (Numb - I—3) On an-
other oecasion, nearly the whole canp ol Isiel
rebelled agawst Moses, and were clamurous w
have him stuned, and another appointc) i s
stead, to lead them back to Egypt. »Then u
was that the meek, humble, God iihe M. ses
appeared more like a bright wugel of Jlury, than
a mortal man,” and exhibited much of the
crowning charactenstic of the Saviour; fur Le
prayed most carnestly for his rebellvus cuatry-
mnen, notwithstanding the Lord had promised,
that after the destruction of these rebuls, he
would make of him a greater and mightier na-
tion than they ; but sull he pleads for God’s
glory and the life of thorebels; and the Lord
hears and answers his prayer—Numb. xv. 1
23,

When the proud Assyrian monarch, Senna
cherib, was matching with a mighty army to
invade defenceless Judah, its pious king, Heze-
kiah, and the prophet Elisha, held a prayer
meeting and cried to heaven for protection ;
(2 Chron. xxii 20) and the Lord sent an angel
that very mzht, and slew 185,000 men; and
thus delivered the Jews from their impending
danger. (2 Chron. xxii. 21—238: 2 Kings xix.
36—38.)

We have another striking instance of this pow-
er, in the casc of Ehsha. 'The king of Syrin
seut an army to take Elisha captive. A mighty
host surrounided the eity of Dothan where Elisha
was tfen resuling, and his servant was inuch
alarmed ; but, as the Psalmist said, “ the yigh-
teous are as bold as a lion,” Elisha says, v Fear
aut for they that be with us are more than they
that be with them.” *“And Elisha prayed,and
said, Lord, [ pray thee open his eyes, that he
may see. And the Lord opered the eyes of the
young man, and he saw and bshold the moun-
tain was full of horses and chariots of fire round
about Elisha.” 2 Kings vi. 12—17. What
a striking illustration of the poct’s remark,

¢ The Christian is the highes! style 'of man.”

preys e Lond o sine s Tiostije host with
blaainess, and it s deoses And when the haog
ol Lsten Lioguired of Ebsha s he showld Kall thas
mtawng any, then mbas poner, *No” - said
Uliana, sot bread and wawr bewte  them'—
e dad so and idsus hee ped coads ol Liv upon
tieir heads, and wiedied ther hearts from cutnge
ty to luve, and ever after they were warin
luends with Elshin and Istad, (< Kiugsvi 7
—i3.)  We thus deduce from theabuve exame
ple the elimiacter of tie mau of God with o dou-
ule purtion ul Klijal's spint.

1 Heis a man of strong, unwavenng faith
in God

2. He was a man of prayer,and used the nost
briet and stiaple cxpressions, and the Lord grant-
ed hus petitions,

3. Ho was a very bold man: a whole army
fatled to intnnidate him.

4. Ho carried out the divine principles *love
vour enemles,"# overcome evil with good.”—
Hencee, his prayers tuly had power in them,

Elijalvs priayers had power .0 open and shut
heaven, and to call down fire.  Danrel’s prayer
draws an aagel from heaven, and shuts the
mouths of lions, so that he was sale among
them. ,

Praver unlocked the prison of Peter and
set lum at hiberty.  The day of Pentesoscwas
precadedby o ten day’s prayer mecting.—Afev.
O, Morley.

ETFRNITY.

“O eernuy | eteruity 1"’ exclaimed an infi-
del, as he lay in despawr upon his death-bed :
» (O eternity ! eternity 1" Who can paraphrase
the words for cver and ever? 1 feel the ditficul-
ty. 'I'heic 1s a meaning in them which our
limited powers cannot fathom. The finitecan-
not comprchend the mtimte.  As wo stretch
our tnnds to take 1 the bouudless prospeet,
we sinl back in conscious weakness, aud feel
that 1t 1s but a glunps that we can get of the
limitable scenc which dies belore us, and
which we designate by the tenn cernidy  1f
W go o the diclwnacy, wo find that tern de-
dned o bo dwielioa, without begining or 'end.—
Lu tus view, we may be saud to occupy a cer-
tain poiut 1 eternity.  We look buck upon u
ducation that never begun, and forward to a
dwutiva that is never toend.  God is the only
Buiag of whum cteruity, in this Seuse, can be
piedicated.  He s without begining of days
ot cid ol years—the sams yesterday, today
aud for ever. e ink.bits cernity; itis in
lus propur dwolling-place . past and fulere have
au tweaniug i apphication to the duration of lus
semg.  Dut o respeet to ourselves and our
wllow men, etenity denotes an endless duration
weome.  We lvok back a fuw biicf years and,
seach the period when we werenot.  ¥We came,
wite by as .t weie but yesterday, and to-
morron we eease o be where we now are,
we pasa fiota tius state of liviag en, and all
Jiat i visible of us is lawd an the ground and
wiens o dust  And of this were the end of our
Butuy, cternay could have no meaniong in rela-
tun o us. 1t could only be said of us, as ol
the Luasis that peush, that we hved aod moved
@ iw days upun carth, and thew passsed intoa
state ol uon-existence.

Lut theugh the body die, and fall back to
s vizginal dust, the spirtt hives, and lives for
ever.  lu o few days we drop these tabernacles
of clay—are burn 1n a new world, eantirely un-
lhe diat whichh we now iuhabity and our
untalal spiits, emancipated from the thral
Jun of earth and sense, eater upon a state not
vuly of endless beng, but of eadless advance-
mwent i all the capacitics of thought, of feehng,
of ¢njuynent, and sulfering. Who can est-
mate the value of the soul possessing such a
nature and with such prospects before1t?  And
what significancy does thus view impart to the
question propounded by oar Saviour: “ What
132 man profited it he gain the whole world,
and lose his soul 2 or what shall he give in ex-
change for hus soul 3"

PREPARATION FOR THE FINAL JUDGMENT.

The path up to the judgment-seat is not a
way uf preparation, nor at His bar Is it a
place o prepare for eternity. It is no time
o prepars for battle when the enemy 1s in
the camp; and no time to meet a foe when
he has broken open ?l:our door. There issuch
a thing as putting ofl preparation until it is
too late. A man may neglect the care of his
health until it is too late. A student may
suffer the proper time to prepare for a profes-
sion to ghde away until it is too late. A

farmer may neglect to plough and sow until

ligion, It is casy to put it off frow childhood
to youth, froin youth to manhood, fiom man-
huul to old age, until 1t shull be too late —
Beyond that nterview with Ged there iz no
pieparation.  Your cteinity is nol to be made
up of a series of successive probations, where
though you fuil in une, vou may arail your-
self of another. Theie 15 but ove probution
~~0 liow short! how fleeting | how soon gone !
The shutile of the weaver flies not swifter;
uor do the shadows nmivve mose rapidly. over
tho plain. Bach day leaves the number less
—and not one of tkem can be recalled. Life
is passed through not to be travelled over
again; and each foot-print iz made to be seen
by us no more. He that comesatter us may
tlack our way nearer and nearer to the beach
where the ocean of eternity tolly; he nny
sce step after step in the sand, till he comes to
the last print, half washed away by the tide,
where we plunged into the vast occan and
disappeared for cver.  You go ot back again
This day, this hour, you live but once; and
this setung sup will have taken one irrecov-
crably from the allotted days of your pieba-
tion. I wonder at-a man. +Lhe carth is our
place of probatica—and it is all—literally,
abzolutely, all. In that probation, if ever, you
aud I are to be prepared for that vast eternily
on which wo cuter in a few days. 1f not pre-
pared then, wo uevee creto Le prepaved.  Point
me, fellow-mortal, to the shightest proof what.
ever, or to thy slightest presumption—I will
not ask for proof—that another seasen of pro-
bation is to be granted to you beyend the
judgment of the “great day, and { will never
urge tUvs point again,  DBut if there is none,
my dying tellow-man, you ought to be pre-
pured to meet God. It is nota thing of privi-
lege, it is o thing of obligation. Your con-.
science, your reason, your sober judgment,all
respond to the clain which I urge upon you,
that yon should be ready tomeet God. You
who have adopted 1t as a settled purpose that
you will not enter a profession without Leing

prepared for it; you who will not appear in

the gay assembly without hours spent under
slalful hands at the toilet, that you may be
prepared fo 1t, ought you to be prepaved io
appear betore God,  You ought to have on =
brighter than any earthly array; you ought
to have on the gatments of salvation—tin;
pure and spotless robes wrought by the s K..
deeter’s hands and dyed in Jus blood.”  Ivur
as you are now, siniul, unforgiven, gay, weyl-
ly, thoughtless, ambitious, should you stavu

betore the great and pure Jehovah to receiv

the sentence which will scul your ecternal

doom.

BACKBITING.

Do not S})eak evil of your neighbor uniess
in o case of uigent necessity. A godly man
has aslced, ¥ Lord, who shall abide in the ta.
bernacte?  Who shall dwell w thy holy Injl 2!
T'he Holy Ghost has answered, “ He that
walked uprightly, and worketh righteousness,
and speaketh the wath mhis heart, He that
backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil
to lus neighbor, ror taketh .up a reproacu
aganst lus neighbor.” ‘Thisbackbiting, 1t seems,.
and taling up reproaches against our neigh-
bors, may prove an il kind of work—it may
even help to shut one out of the kingdom ot
heaven. And .then, what is gained by it?7—
Am 1 the nicher for saying that iy neigh-
bor 15 poor? It may be true; but is the
publication requived?  Will it add to my
beauty to say that he is homely; or to my
wisdoin 1o say that he is foolish? If he 1s
poor, It will soon enough be ltnown; if not
comely in his person, God has made him as
well &s me, and { ought not without good
reason to enticise my Maler's work: it he is
foolish, it may be that he belongs to a large
company, and ought not to be singled out as
descrving special reproach.

So n.uch have 1 said concem’ing our neigh-
bors in general. But some of these are breth-
ren in the church of Christ, some ure iainis-
ters of the gospel. Can 1t be right to spealt
evil of them, \vhﬁre ncither love nor justice te-
yuircs it 7—%o tuke up reproaches against them
merely because it can be done? think my
brother, before thou speakest injurious or con-
tempteously, whether 3t is best, whether it 1s
likely to do the most good. A man's good
name is his title to the highest offices; spoil
him of that, and you may deprive the world of
a benefactor. Many a man, and, it may be,
high in the church, has less power to do good
to-day because some one spoke ill of him yes-

terday.



