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THE RECENT STRIKES.

Labor Comission  hins

The U. 8.

handed in its report after its investi.!

aation of the recent labor strikes. ft
says of the Pullman Company  *The

conditions created at Pullinan enabled
the mansgement at all times to assert
with great vigor its assumed right to fix
wages and rents absolutely and tu repress
the sort of independence which leads to
labor organizations aud their attempts at
mediation, arbitration, strikes, cte.”

Of the General Managers’ Associstion of
Railway Companies, it says : **So lony as
railrouds ave thus permitted to combine
aud fix wages for their joint protection,
it would be rauk injustice to deny the
tight of all labor upon railroads to unite
for similar  purposes.”  The report
recommends that there be . permanent
t'nited States strike comutission of three
members, with duties aud  powers of
investigation and recommendation as to
disputes between railways and their em-
ployes, similar to thosé resed in the
interstate commerce commmsion as’ to
ates. It further suyggests the appoint-
went of Boards of Arbiti.ation and Con.
cilistion asin use in the commoenweaith
of Mussachusetts.

THOSE DEAWBACKS!

It is worth noticing that in some
quarters the Dowmiuion authoritics are
heiye censured for having increased the
drawback to 99 par cent of the dwy paid,
un matter which counstitutes the raw ma
terial of articles manufactured in Cannd
for export.  This is an important move
11 the direction of true -pretection, since
hy the amount of the daty it increases
the ability of the Canadian exporter to
comprete with foreign producers abroad.
Mr. Laurier and the leading Liberals who
are  pronounced free traders, admit
that, in the wmeantime, free trade is
imposable, bat still some of their fricnds
aud supporters vbject to a step whichis
a long way in the direction of en-
franchising teade and of relieving it of
some of its more oppressive burdens.
With :duty on the raw mnterial that
they work up the Canadian mianufacturer
is by so wmuch handicapped when he
atteipts to do busivess abroad.

Why this handicap should not be re-
muved under the special circumstances
we fail %0 see, aud we believo that the
areat. mass of the public will ba in the
same pusition.  Countries which ¢ither
produce or impose no duty :u the raw
materials roferred to are, of course, in a
far better pusition to compete for Tuist-
ness than those from which high duties
have been exacted, the result being that
if outside business i: to be dune by the
Iatter, it must. be at the ciat of the work-
crs—-longer hours and loss pay ~or of the

wminnufacturers, whose profits must be cut
(iowu to the merest porcentage,

La the particular cuses referred to, wo
agree witit the principle of drawbacks,
and, in addition, demand, as we have all
along done, that it be further extended so
as to mect the cases of consumers like
ourselves on this coast upou whom the
onas of the burden falls, who are not
praducers like thase whose industries the
existing tarvifi’ protects and who, more-
over, are oblized under that tariff to pay
a high price for articles that they cannot
produce, which without that tariff’ thoy
could obtain more cheuply elsewhere,

THE POSTMEN'S CHRISTMAS.,

And still the Postmuster-General has
given no sign of Ius intentions. It used
to be suid in connection with the tardi-
ness of certain individuals * Christinas is
coming.”  Su it is for the pustmen, whose
Christmas rejoicings will, to all appear-
ances, have to be made up o a very smiall
ameount of money.  But that does not
worry Sir Ade!phe in his warm and com-
fartable oftice and manston, or as he rolls
alony in hig carviage encased in the most
expensive furg, his stowmach with fat
eapon lined and all the elaborate and
custly accessories.  Heappeara—or rather
those who belong to his statl—to have for-
gotten the duues that are owing to the
public.  What do they care so Jong as
the schaol keeps fur themsclves liow much
the Victaria postimen may suffer or the
public may be inconvenienced ?

Meantime, though it is no new propo-
sition, we endorse the suggestion of a
correspondent of one of the papers that
houscholders  henetitted by  the  letter
delivery make 2 little presont about
Christmias to the postmen on their route—
—~we don't say fur equal division among
the stafl, for that is none of our business,
and, besides, » man's Christias gift is nat,
as a rule, for those he does not know;
but for thyse with whom he i3 acquainted.
Let the postmien hiave n Cinistmias hox
from all who ave willing to countribute,
and, inaddition for the needy cases which
there are, Jet a subscription bo taken up
and handed for distribution to semeone
who knows the merits of each .

PROVINCIAL FINANCES.

We observe that the queation of Pro.
vincial finances i3 one which is exercising
politicians on bHoth sides in the Leyisla-
Jature as well us the papers which are
suppresed to be ticir mouthpicces.  This,
to say the least of it, is not good policy.
Both parties recently denounced an Eng-
Jish publishier for what he said to the dis
credit, of the Donnnion finances when the
fact is that wlicn all the debts of the
country—federal, provincial, wur..ipal,
and railway —are added up the total

smounts to ouly about 85 per head of
our population as compared with the fol.
lowing similar linbilities in Australia :

Queotislnd.. oo i L. JBBLE
South Australin........ R 1§ I 1

Now Zewlantdee e iiiiiinviiiies ceneie. 2385 40
TrottlAeeee ciiiiie o e e, 25 13
New Soath Wales....... o eieieaieiaeenes 21 35
Victorifeeiiiieeeen, coviiiiiiiniennniin,. 194 87
Western Anstradifte. .o vveivieei eora.. 187 81

More than €100 per capita below the
lowest of all these comes Canada, which
hag w vast amount of public works to
show for all sho owes.  And yet because,
a8 is charced the Provincin! Proasurer
of British Columbin spent 280,000 more
thau his total receipts, principally upon
public works, during the year 1893.%
the cry of blue ruin is raised mong
oursclves, by our own people, and that
not in the public interest. but far the
suko of making a point ageinst  the
dominant party.

ENTORIAL COMMENT.

Vicronia has new o new marive rail-
way, Me. Wil Carpel, the well known
shipbuilder, haviug inaugurated one ca-
pable of handling all kinds of vessels up
te 1,000 tous, an advantage which there
is no doubt will be largely availed of by
veasel owners in Victorin aud on this
coast,

AN important transaction in connestion
with British Columbia cuaniery interests,
has been closed within the last fow days,.
the well-known Price’s Canuery, having
been disposed of with everything belong-
ing to it to Mr, J. A, Carthew, who
will remove it to Carlisle, his present
headquarters on the Skeena,  Desides
the cuunery dtself the entire village, of
which the cannery 12 the centre, will be
remaved, work upon the remaval be-
givmiug early in the cnsuing year.  Itis
expected. that Mr. Cnrthew, in his en-
larged quarters will establish at Curlisle
one of the best and mest. extensive can-
ueries i the North, and all who know
him feel that hie bas the enterprise and
enerygy to do it

Tug prospects of the Cavadisn-Austra-
lian ateamship route are reported to e
improving, and the increasing  freight
and passcier lists appear to justify tHia
statement.  The company, too, are thor-
oughly preparing their vessels for the
special roquirements of the trade.  The
Miow.ra is completely fitted with cold
storage on the wost modern plan, aud it
s repotted when the Warrimeo next
rexches here, she will be similarly sup-
phed.  In fact, the « pening of the cold
storage cstablishment iu this city makes
the entire aystem complete for the ship-
ment and handling of perishable products
that Australincansupply. Thus one sdvan-
tage- the obtainment of Australian and
tropical prducts inthe belt of. condition
~~has been already achieved, and by so
much iucreases and improves the pros-
pects of the stewmship connection,



