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The following Ilotes ou )raieticl pliaur.

imiaey alive been tiet resuilt of the writer's
experience, imlailly in the direction of pre
paration of the olliiaid galenicals. Tl
question as to how fil a pharmiacist is
jutstified in gin in an ailteration o m -
fication of an ollicial formu la s, i think,
Iest answered in this way: To theextent
in whichl thele is; no alterationi of thera-
peutical action, diminiuition in strength,
nor decided change in obviois physical
properties. It gles without saying that
the therapeuticil activity of the drug
sihouild reiain unelianged, ori e-Ise the pre.
paration vill not iepresent, the dig fromt
whiei it is Inide, anid t at the strengti
slidil be maintainedi or else unieliability
wvill result. Ju11st to what extent the

physical character of a preparation muay
bc imodified is dependent upon the circuin-
stances of cach speial case; as to wiieter
the> Pharilmacop(eial process is particularly
fault.y, or whethr it wil not yield the
results claimed for it, or wlether it an
be improved w ruit cost to its therapeu-
tical vahue and strength of diug.

Compoun" C/ma Pouer.--This new
ollicial powder, foi the extemnporanieois
preparation of balk mixtri e, 'aito ini-

proved in its making bi adduig ou of cin-
nainon directly to the pow'der, and imaking
the mixturei up witl wIatei, ais necded.
To each troy oun'e add 4 minimîîs of tie
o o ciinnaion. Criticism has been tide
uponî the large amount of sugar in this
powder- one-ildf. As the mixture is
mî ost largely used for diaîrr-lia or' intestin-

ail relaxation, accompanied with acidity,
oftein the result, of food fermentation, the
use of anly suîgar would seeii to be thera-
peuîtically objectionlable, as it inercly in.
creases the fermentation. A iiucih better
plan would be to replace all the sugar
witih powdered aacia. Further, in view
of te mild astringent influence of cinnfa-
ilon waîter, it is b'.tter to make the îiix-
ture up with ait cinnainon water instead
of equal parts of it aid water, as directed
by the l. '. P., 1890. save tue use of a
smil quatitity of syrup (%), the B. P.
recoimmlenlds the former.

The oiicial mixture contains 100 grains
of powder to the fluid ounce. IL is too
weak, and should t, at hiast, 2 dr.miîs to
the dluid ounce.

Somne physicians use chalk, powde'red
cinnaion, acaia and vater. This does
not inake as elegalt L preparation as tit

ofliial, but the tannaie aiid in tit powder-
ed ciiimamiion adds giently to its therapeu-
tical valte.

Weighing llin--.--It is, of course, in-
adminsble to weigh iodine directly uipon
muetillie' pes, ai papir dem S so
quickly on i'.tact with it that the panis
undernath ai" alîo at tacked. In tlie ah-
sence of glass or hori pans, ti(h best sulb.
stitute is paratlin Iper.

,oîdiun Bromk.--Tirougi a proinin.
eut firim of niaiifacturing chemnists, T
have learned of an apparent invonsistency

in the percentage of sodium chloride pe'
imiitted by the present Pharnineopu-in in
this comnpound. Under bron ine iihe o-
licial maximal iiiiit of fiEe chlidn i 3
per cent, while under sodium broliîide the
maximal limiîit of sodium chloride is niso 3
pe cent, wicl, of Course, is iiconsistent.
The error probably arose in folio ving ton
closely the G1. P., whihe Imiakes te tuaxi-
mal limit of chloride in Nallr :1 per ci-nt.
But no îlotice was takzein of the faet hnt
Aimericai brouinlo always cotain more
free chlorie thai G'Vrimlain bromine, and.
since the inanufactue's have it pactie.
able method of separating the chlimne in
its entirecty, the imiaxiial liiiiit. of cihloride
in sodiii broiide shioulId lbc mande inot
less nthan5 per en-lt.

Wie', o'/ Jn tiemipit.il. -- Physivians comle-
plain that the ollicial wine of antimony k
entirely too weak in tartar eietie. Tlt,
lirst editions of the Phiariacopa-ia matt
it 1 grains to the fluid ounce. The pre-
sent editioi makes it. . grains, a rIde-
tion of 55 per cent. The witer las fur
nished a saîtisfactory preparation by aver.
aging the two extremies and mtaking it 3
grains to the lluid ounce.

ummonia J 'r ânin'r-.The b'st
Imethod for prsration of aiiioniia nitri
in containers that the writer las fountd is
a coiumon eork, covered with a pice of
cheese cloth, and this co ered v ith a piee
of parrallin paper. An% ordinary glass
stopper is totally insuillicient tu prevet
somte of the vapor fromt escaping, while
the d.u k coloration producel by contact
o? the ammonia with cork ti6sue n-ndeis
the use of corks alone obj'ctionable.

.1ýyirii<q Camp wr.--The otlivial dilu-
tion in alcoliole st'egt of 20 per cent.
wvith water is inadiissable, for the reason
that when it is prescribed witt volatile
ois, tuirpentinle, soap liniment, etc., as is
often doue in Imaking stiiilatilng lini-
iments, tiero is precipitation of cauphor,
or, ratier, a deliciency in the amiouint dlis-
solved Lat would have reiaiied in soli-
tion had the spiit of catluiphor been mlade
with strong alcoliol, as in the U. S. P.
1870 foimila.

Spiri. of Peppern it an<d Speariint.
-- The oflicial formulas foi' these, two pre.
parations Ca be improved by Imtaceeting
the iherbs withe alcoliol, filtering and dis.
solving the oils in the filtrate. It i-s
ieedless to sa'y that filtration n ithout the
presence of dissolved oils i inucli more ra.
pid than with their presence. Turbidity
in these spirits, arising frome udissolved
oils, or ioure probaliy fromt traces of i-
siniiedîi oil, eau be b 'reioved by agitatiing
the liuiid w'itl lon. Iarrow strips of a
sheet of filtering papier ad filteing.
Somtetimies tlie adlition of a' siali quanti-
ty of precipitated phosphate of calcium is
aIlso necessary.

Coînijpouwa T'iu'ure of' L'eal ,'.-

This preparation, wvhich ha.-s beeni very
largcly replaced by the iincaii pipu-
litrity of oinptouind tincture of cardaimoi,
can have its oilicial formula improved by
exhistng tihe drusigs With the itrtu
first, and then dlissolving the volatie oils

in the peri'otaîte. Py this mesa the
di igts are inlore. re'adily e'xiaisted and the
prepart(ion morte qutickly maude.

,'to/lhuin utf dîi,,, nim Citrate.-For
causing ellervenciI ve'y elegant substi.
tute fir the acid potassitn bicarboniate is
3erek's sodium hicarbonate " in crusts."
It gives a 1easant saline taste to the pre.
paration, instead of the uisual bitter, acrid
onie.

G Ieerin in th' proportion of 2 fluid
oulices to th' pint greatly ilnreases tho
therapeutial vaute of this preparation.

ntgree tlat thite' riius;aljle stiutlant action
of? aiumtîtiii carbonat' is best presented
in thii hard clearly-erystain variety and
that the 'illoi eseed product is for practical
puroses thie;Ipeutically valieless by coim-
parison. This is why iany physicians in
th'ir prescriptions sp'cify the "clear" or
"cry'istalin" variety. They have found
the trMlrews cd lon d -r valueless. Why
atiiumoiiiii carbonate eilioresces oit expos-
ui' to air is easy of explanation when we
reemb'r its cheinical composition of acid
carbonate and Carluiiate -a dehiydrated

Sm.id catimate--and that the lait-r
r'adily absorbs water and carbonlic acid
gas (from the ahi) to be'omie an acid car-
bonat. Ilow, best to prevent this change
LIS alwayis bein aI nost diflicult question.
For this puirpose I have cbeen using for
tiie list five or six monts ait expedient
ubh liias anni r uaiinirably. It con-
sist siiply in placiig imeidiui-sized
Iiumîps of the sait in a iuseui or fruit jar
(giass to), pref'rably uponi a porcelean or
glass support, to keep tem froin touching
the bottoi of the container, and tien ad-
ding a smnall q(îantity of stronger ammîîon-
ia water and closing. Th aunuonia gas
ieutralizes the carbonic acid gas in the
air' of the containler, and the sait reiains
hard and densely crystalline. I he're pro.
sent for inspection soame ainioniim car-
boniate over four months old preserved by
this mtetliod.-Jm. Jour. P/%r.

SoruioN OF SArCVi.ic Acin..-Bar-
nou'in (Rev. de The'ap.,) draws attention
to tithe fiet tlat glycerin is a good solvent
of salicylic acid. By ieiatinig, glycerin is
aile to bring lito solution t- of its
weigit of th' acid, the acid not leing de-
poited oit cooling. Ili endeavotiiig to
obtainl a more concentrated solution le
found that separation taes place oit
coointg. A glyce in solution of salicylie
neid (1 : 100) will stand dilution with

Anis101L lias he' injected into scroful.
ous abpce"ses with good resutlts. Five
iiitms of a 1 per cent. solution, in sweet
ahinond vit, was the dose.

Toiaosiu is a fungus oit the Larix lepto-
tepsis, used by the nat.ives of the island

of Yezo for various diseases. Ait aCid
isolateil appears to lie identical with agar-
ice acid.

Feebruary, 1892).


