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Notos on Practical Pharmacy.

BY JOSEPI W. ENGLAND, PIL G,

The following notes on practical phar-
miney have been the result of the writer's
experience, mainly in the diveetion of pre-
paration of the officinl galenicals.  The
question as to how far n pharmaeist is
Justitied in going in analteration or modi-
fication of an oflicial formula is, 1 thiuk,
best answered in this way : To the extent
in which thete is no alteration of thera.
peutical action, diminuition in strength,
nor decided change in obvious physical
propertics. It goes without saying that
the therapeutical activity of the drug
should remain unchanged, or else the pre-
paration will not represent the drug from
which itis made, and that the strength
should be maintained or else unreliability
will result. Just to what extent the
physical character of & preparation may
be modified is dependent upon the eivcum-
stances of each special case; s to whether
the Phavmacopwial process is particularly
faulty, or whether it will not yield the
results claimed for it, or whether it can
be improved without cost to its therapeu-
tical value and strength of drug,

Compoun’ Challe Powder.—-This new
oflicial powder, for the extemporancous
prepavation of chalk mixture, ean bo im-
proved in its making by adding o1l of cin-
namon directly to the powder, and making
the mixture up with water, as needed.
To each troy ounce add + minims of the
oil of cinnamon,  Criticism has beenmado
upon the large amount of sugar in this
powder -— one-half.  As the mixtare is
most largely used for dinrrhua or intestin-
al relaxation, accompanied with acidity,
often the result of food fermentation, the
use of any sugar would seem to Le thera
peutically objectionable, as it merely in-
creases the fermentation. A wmuch better
plan would be to replace all the sugar
with powdered avacia,  Further, in view
of the mild astringent influence of cinna-
mon water, it is better to make the mix-
ture up with all cinnamon water instead
of equal parts of it and water, as directed
by the U. 5, P, 1390, Save the use of a
small quantity of syrup (%), the B. P
recommends the former.

The oflicial mixture contains 100 grains
of powder to the fluid ounce. Tt is too
weak, and should be, at least, 2 deams to
the Huid ounce,

Some physicians use chalk, powdered
cinnamon, acacia 2nd water.  This does
not make as elegant o preparation as the
official, but the tannic acid in the powder-
ed cinnamon adds greatly to its therapeu.
tical value,

Weighing Lo lin. -1t is, of course, in-
admissible to weigh iodine direetly upon
metallic pavs, and paper decomposes so
quickly on eontact with it that the pans
underneatls are also attacked.  Tn the ab.
senee of glass or horn pans, the best sub-
stitute is paeatlin paper.

Sodtwn Bromide.—Through a promiu.
ent firm of manufacturing chemists, T
have learned of an apparent inconsistency

in tho percentage of sodium chlovide per-
mitted by the present Pharmacopeeia in
this compound.  Under bromine the of-
ficinl maximal limit of free chlovine is 3
per cent, while under sodium bronside the
maximal limit of sodium chloride is nlko 3
per cent, which, of course, is inconsistent,
The ervor probably arose in follo ving too
closely the G. P., which makes the maxi-
mal limit of chloride in Nabr 3 per cent.
Jut no notice was taken of the faet that
American bromine always contains more
free ehlorvine than German bromine, and.
since the manufacturers have no practic.
able method of separating the chlorine in
its entivety, the maximal limit of chloride
in sodium bromide should be made not
less than 3 per cent.

Wine of Antimony. --Physicians  con-
plain that the oflicial wine of antimony is
entively too weak in tartar emetic.  The
tivst editions of the Pharmacopaia made
it 1 grains to the fluid ounce.  The pre-
sent cedition makes it LS greains, & redue
tion of 55 per cent.  The writer has fur
nished a satisfactory preparation by aver
aging the two extremes and making it 3
grains to the fluid ounce,

dmmonie Water Containers.~The best
muthod for preservation of ammouia water
in containers that the writer has found is
a common cork, covered with a picce of
cheese cloth, and this covered v ith a picce
of parrallin paper.  An ordinary glass
stopper is totally insullicient to prevent
some of the vapor from escaping, while
the datk colosation produced by contiet
of the mmmonia with eork tissus renders
the use of corks alone objectionable.

Syirid of Camplor.--The official dilu.
tion in alcoholic strength of 20 per cent.
with water is inadmissable, for the reason
that when it is preseribed with volatile
oils, turpentine, soap liniment, ete., as is
often done in making stimulating lini.
meats, there is precipitation of camphor,
o, rather, a deficiency in the amount dis-
solved that would have remained in solu-
tion had the spirit of camphor been made
with strong alcohol, as in the U. 8. .
1870 formula.

Spirits of Peppermint and Spearmind,
—The ofticial formulas for these two pre.
parations can be improved by macerating
the hierbs with aleohol, filtering and dis-
solving the oils in the filtrate. 1t is
ncedless to say that filtration without the
presenee of dissolved oils is much more ra.
pid than with their presence.  Turbidity
in these spirits, arising from undissolved
oils, or more probably from traces of re-
sinfied oil, enn be vemoved by agitating
the liguid with Jong narrow strips of a
sheet of filtering paper and  filtering,
Sowetimes the adidition of o swall quanti-
ty of precipitated phosphate of caleinm iy
also necessary.

Componaet Tivelure of  Loveade ..
This preparation, which has been very
largely replaced by the inereasing popu-
lavity of compound tineture of cardinom,
can have its oflicial formula improved by
exhmusting the drugs with the wmenstruum
first, and then dissolving the volatile oils

in the percolate. By this neans the
diugs are more readily exhausted and the
preparation move guickly made,

Solution of Mugue Jum Citrate.—For
causing effervesencs  very elegant substi-
tute fur the acild potassium bicarbonate is
Merek's sodivmn bicarvonate * in crusts.”
It gives o pleasant saline taste to the pre-
puration, instead of the usual bitter, acrid
one.

Compurtard Syrup of” Hynoplosphites, —
Glhycerin in the proportion of 2 fluid
ounces to the pint greatly increases the
therapeutical vadue of this preparation,

Jimmonitum Carbopa’e.—Thereaputists
agree that the ditfusable stitaulant action
of ammonium carbonate is best presented
in the hard clearly-crystalline variety and
that the cfilotesced product is for practical
purposes therapeutically valueless by com-
parison.  This is why many physicians in
their preseriptions specify the “clear” or
“erystalline” vaviely, They have found
the etlovesced pond v valueless,  Why
mmnmonium carbonate eilloresces on expos-
ure toair is casy of cexplanation when we
rememb.r its chemical composition of acid
carbonate and earbamate —a dehydrated
wanal catbmate--and that the laitr
readily absorbs water and carbonic acid
was (from the air) to beecome an acid car-
bonate. Iow best to prevent this change
has always been o most diflicult question.
For this purpose I have been using for
the lust five or six months an expedient
which has ansvwered awmirably, It con-
sists simply in placing  medium-sized
lumps of the salt in a museum or frait jar
(zlass top), preferably upon a porcelean or
glass support, to keep then: from touching
the bottom of the container, and then ad-
ding a small qhantity of stronger ammon-
in water and closing.  The ammonia gas
neutralizes the carvbonic acid gas in the
air of the container, and the salt remains
hard and densely crystailine. T here pre:
sent for inspection some ammonium car-
bonate over four months old preserved by
this method. —dm. Jour. Phar.

SoLurioy or Sinicyric Acin.—Dar-
nouvin (Rev. de Therap,,) draws attention
to the fact that glyeerin is a good solvent
of salieylic acid. By heating, glycerin is
able to bring into solution 4 of its
weight of the acid, the acid not being de-
posited on cooling. In endeavoring to
obtain & more concentrated solution he
found that separation takes place on
cooling, .\ glycerin solution of salicylic
acid (1 : 100) will stand dilution with
water without preciprtation.

AntstoL has been injected into seroful-
ous abscesses with good results.  Five
minims of a 1 per cent. solution, in sweet
alwmond oil, was the dose.

Tonusniis o fungus on the Larix lepto-
lepsis, used by the natives of the island
of Yezo for various diseases.  An aeid
isolated appears to be identieal with agar-
icie aeld.



