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MR. AND MRS. BOWSER

nY MiL. BOWSEIL

When Mr, Bowser unlocked the front
door onc night this winterhe didit sosoftly,
and hie made so little neisc in the hiall, that
1 suspected oomcthinpi wrong. Heo cumo
into the sitting roam looking shee sish amd
liko a wan who had mmcthiuf: on Ius mind ;
but I anked no questions and he \‘nlt{l‘ltccrc«l
no inforzation until after supper.  “Then ho
suddenly asked.

s you keap ul» your

0l yes You hute Ttaic, i
play whien you are here .

1 hate nuxe ¢ What are you talking
aboutV’

hinnn rr:v:licu ”
so ] don't

*You have often compaced ay playjog to &

the sounds of beating on an old tin pan.™

 Well, of courae, you arc a poor player,
and your voice is crcked ; but so faras music
is concerncd~—real music it flls iy soul
with jay.”

** But you never sing or  lay.”

o Haven't had tune herciofere, but now 1
IR i

“You intend to.™

“Yea. I foel the need of sancthing to
make howe more plaasant- -to «ofer more
diverxion during the long hours of evening.
1 tluak 1 shall leamm the ?uup.”

“At your age?”

“That’s it! That's whatl expected to
hear ! What's the matter with my age?
1 am ncither Mind, speochless or cripplal
Yhay went at st and learnod six languages
after he was seveuty years old.”

“Well, I sujpuse you brought hume the

)nrq M
“Yer. It'sabeauty, and 1got it cheap.
It's a real Givane, and 1 bought it from a
man who was hand up.  Got 2t for §35, and
it's worth §70.”
**And you will try to learn to play it ™
“Certainly, I had onc lesson this after-
noon, and m less than a month I'll astonish

you,”
*“You will practice in the garret, 1 sup-
rose ¥
**Nut by a jugful? 1shall practico right
here?! That ix, there won't be much practice
al};onl 1%, as I shall be playaing tanes by Satar-
dav."

He uncovered and Iwought in a graasy, ill-
skaxed harp, which looked asif it had heen
carried around the coantry since the daysof
Columbian, anii when hic &aw me looking at
it he mid:

*This harp was mzade by Givoni himself
over 10) years agn.”

“Who waaGivanit™

*Who woy Gt Why don't yaa ask
whbo 3eorge Waslungton was®™

*Well, 1¢'s 1y ojnazan that you have been
swindlad on the instrument, and 1 {car yon
are toa old totake vp such made.”

**DPayou? Thatz anice way to choour-
age a husland! 1 sce now why so inany
men run oat nighta. T ool orly aved §§0
in buying this harp, Vbt 151 make yonr
haant ache mth jealeasy befors the manth is
over ”

He mat down and began to thrum. He
held ba head mm oneside, renoat histangze.
and picked away at the sale. amd he Fad
been going alout five minotes whon theowok
openod the demr bocXonod me w3, and
whis i:

I give you notice that 1 ahadl lcave after
STPPeT In-merrow 1T

** Why s what is i1 1 askedd.

** Him—Mr, Tmwer ! Heli lang spoks
aad gheats alost! 1 have already been
tken withmipitationof thekazst. Moy !
bt listen 1o thse voicer  the da i alling
o3 v cachothar achn ir graves ' Mo
Towacr, s the woade  « the poaple that
Fou Jdem’t evenmit suicues T

Ar. Bavwer thrammed antil 1 had 20
a7y laby tpitais to quict his howls, and
wnil the enda of his fingr were »ove, and
ke wmalda kave qait when hs did, kad not
a vaice i front of the hamxe 1%ottad ¢

“Why dan't ot vt throwa ok thieezh
the window ar ring for the, patml wagou‘.‘:’

Next day a dark skianed man who xid he
w3 a gramlson of the late Gitoni, came ap
and i:‘,]‘ Me. Rowser a loxxvn, amd the omd;,
whn Alzral crepeniod ta atay, soddenly
Tos> wp and resdredadter herlmadle.  When
vody 20 go the whispernd to o

"1 20Ty, mam sty for yvmthatalafy !
1 the ghiN dicx, mend ave wonland 17 coma
a:zi!ldoﬁll oy y;s?r."

% Dywag too) 203r losegs in all and
$h63 $0)d Rip feader tharkis seyvicos woalil

be no longer required. Ho took the Iast two
Jensons in the harn in onder, as he waid, to
surpriso mc.  On tho ovening of the leat
1-sson he brought in the harp just asa couple
of tho neighbors camo jn. He promnptly
rospoudesd to an invitation to shaw off, but
v -_anoz Inbored two minutes when onoe of
the gentlemen asked :

*Havre you any particular object in that,
Mr. Bowser ¥

**Of course he has,” rephed the other.
“It isan imitation of a great calamity in
Jupan- - buiklings shiaken aown by an earth-
quake --flames  devouring the ruins—hus-
bands  shouting—wives praying—children
sobibing -dogs barking, cle. st your own
comjumition, Mr. Bowser ¥

“Why —why, don't 1 play all right * The
teacher said I was naking wonderful pro-
sress,”’

They beckoned hun outinto the zlley and
held a conference. What was said I do nat
know, but when Mr. Bowser camein he
looked very pale, and the first thinghe did
was to give the harp a kick which opened
all the joints and prepared it for the crash
which came when he flung it ont doors.

4Mr. Bowser, have you gone crazy ¥ I
demanded,

*No, ma‘am, but I've got a few words to
say to you !

“What have I done ?"

“Done! Done! Who coaxed  me into
buying a harp?”
“The grandson of Giveai. 31e had an old

Bomo Uscful Hints,

When one is fatigued and foot sore from
much walking, it is very refreshing to bathe
the feet in warm water and rub them with
extract of amien.

A round piece cut from worn-out cashimnero
hose, und cat-stitched to the wrong side of
the knee of children's hose with strong cot-
ton, will steengthen them greatly.

Keroseno poured on red flanned and vound
on the threat will greatly case nsore thraat
1t will also heul cuts and cure chilblains,

In bottling catchup or pickles, boil the
corks, and while hot you can press them
into the bottles and when col" they are
tightly sealed.  Uso the tin foil from cum.
pressed yeast to caver the corks.

Nothing 80 quickly restores toue to ex-
hausted nerves and  strength to o weary
body as a Iath containing an ounce of aqua.
ammonia to each pailful of water. It makes
theflesh firm and smncoth as marble, and
renders the body pure and free from all
odors,

A pound of sugnr is one pint, an ounce of
any liquid 1s two_tablespoonfuls and a pint
of liquid weighs sixteen ounces,

Try keeping cranberries fresh by putting
them in cold water cuntaining a picce of
charcoal. Change the water occasionally.

\When your sifter becomes clogged with
flour or mcal sift some hot ashes through it ;
you will be surprised to sce how nicely it is

harp he wanted to get rid of, and he struck Jleaned.

you for a flat and got twice itz worth.”
“Struck me for a flat 1™ he shouted as he
walked around on theaat. “And why? Be.
cause I was wiliing to be swindled to kee
peace in the family. Yoa had your mint
act ona harp, and a hiarp you must have.”
*AMr. Bowser ! \What do I want of a

el

“il’uvcn only knowsa DBut for you I
should never have thonght of trying to play
onit. What do you suppose Greene ant
Davis mid ¥

*That you wereadunce.”

*That if their wives led them around by
the nose as you do me they'd Wigc the
family out and then commit snicide ! I
must have looked sweet dawdling over that
old by

“Youdil Jtold yon thatit was non-
sense yourtrying toleam musicat conrage.”™

“Myage! Thereyozgo! Am Iathon.
snd yaarsold? Am I fivehundred? AmI
even onc hundred, that yon keep flinging it
atme? Masic! Why 1 have more music in
my big toc than you have in yoar whale
body. M Bowser, thisis thelimit. You
have gone far enough.  Now heware! The
wann isready to tarmn !”

Rot next maming the worm was as plea.
sant as.June, and when a crowd of 3 dazen
hoys paraded up and down. cach harping on
a picce of that harp, Mr. Bawser never let
on 4t hexaw or hewnd anything.

.
Beanty Only Skin Decp.

A few days agw a young girl, beautifal in
frrm, {eatare and dresa, at in a Madison
acenac car, xays the New York Erening Sun.
Directly oppraite xat a poor child of atout
the mune age, ahalbily <nthed, with a
shamlling bely, alizhtly deformed as to the
shozlderw, and an cxecaldingly plain face
which bore the lines of xuffering and want.
Her eager eyos wore fixed on the face and
fizore 1c ber with a Jdevwnznriag, mtke.
tic lmm showed haw keenly alive xhe
wax to the cxcenling Ieauty of a beantifal
buly. The olject of the gazc legan to
anessy under itr intentitexn aad §ixity, and
finally. looking the gi-l coldly i the fice,
she loaned pastly acvas the ade and mid:
*Well, Mixe Impesinenoe, if you have
tonked at melanz enough, will yoa be kiml
envongh 10 Jook scnewhere clse.  1'm tinedd
of it.” The pwr child grew fitst red and
then white A look of Keen prin eape inlo
ber opex. aml then teams, and as she tamed
away she xaid aoftly: I was enly think.
ing hew beantifz) yoa are.”

-
A Qlock to Onder.

Vigitar **{ ’giml::!:ml m vz l;:archa
new phavozraph cdeck, w spxaks the
houra inatead of stnking them ¢ and for an
alarmit alonta * Gel op' cle ina lond vaice.”

Mz Bdbon: ** Yea it ina 1 rnccrn.”

v Well, T want ane : bat inviead of aving
*Get up Vwhen vidng thne oo, I want
it toyell * Firo I * Manler I * Thisves el
Yoawe, s for the asvant g7

——

Wash tray covers, &c., that arc cmliroid.
cred in colors in cold water with borax.
Rinsc them well in «old water, do not sprin.
kle or volt up, but inm them while they are
still alightly damp fron the line.

lemon juice will vhiten frosting, cmn-
berry juice will color it pink and the grated
rind of an orange strined throth a cloth

Horse-Oleaning

Tuke one roon. nt w time and  have the
work done quictly in the off deyn 2 which
thero is neither washing nor stoning noe the
usunl cleaning.  Begin at the attic and clean
downward, i. ¢, providing tiere be an attie,
All city houses are nut 8o supplemented. 1
nat, then upon room or ciuset el for gener-
al storge of trunks and incrdentals. Spase
not the purifying clements. Lot every cor-
ner be laud lare 3 stint not the kalsanme or
chloride.  “There are titnes whien brown saap
and a sound serubbing brush age better than
sermons, wand thus secraon i one of  them.
Tuen, after the cleansing process in quite
camplete,sce that no unpurged clds and ends
find lodgment : overhaul 1epositories for
m?‘. iaper, and patehes,

falf & dozen wall pockets or reticnles,
made of cretonue, dmwn with colored tapes,
will simplify the business of earing  for the
fraginents.  Each receptacle should be In
beled, every it of string nnd vestige of ald
soft hnen should e pamered ; sickness
l)rin§u needs, and tlns trymg scason has
taught houskewives the cflicacy of saving
every.scrap of material,

Having completed the garret ar stare-
room, the offal }mm other apartients may
findd lodgment in their proper repositories,

Take cach floor inits order after the
cluscts arc overliauled and srmnged : a moom
at a time, sy one cach week, so that the
rc;;tlxlnr houschold routme be not iterferced
with,

If the carpets ard worn and dinged, rip
the center breadths, and turn the outer odge
towarnd the center : and refresh with & Worder
an agite.  Then wipe with a cloth, wrung
out of alum water: and freyuently sweep
cfter a sprinkling of tca leaves.

A fresh covenng of cretonne will refresh
dingy chairx, and all classes of curtain
drapenes are so cheap that cven when

will color it yellow. Grated late is
best for coloring it brown.

A simple means of changing the air of a
aick room is to open a window at the to
and apening the door, move it tackwand anc
forward rapidly, o as to insure a current of
fresh air from the wirdow.

When the akirn s bruised it may be pre-
vented from becoming discolored by using a
little dry starch or arrowroot sercly moist-
coed with cold water and placed on the
injurced part.  This should be done at onee.

To Keep Pie Crusts from Crumbling. —
When your pics with upper crasts are ready
o pnt in the oven to talz takealittlesweet
milk in a cup and with a hit of clean cloth
wet the upper crast and nm. When lakeld
it will present o shiny surface and will net
flake ofl.

To candy orwage or lemon pecl. —Dm
the skins a3 yon accumzlate them into old
water, kecping them under it by a {»!au:.
Bail them until they are temder and an
casily be picrced with a aplinter of wood.
Drain and lay themin cold water immaodiate-
Iy. Yuta halfa pint of waterto a pound of
sagar; cook the aking in it until the sitap
looks verv thick ; 1ift them aut on aplate to
dry and sprinkle powderal xugar over than
befare they are quite onld.

T o r2move effcts of ramn deops fmm velvet
stcam the velaet and baat it while drying,
with a whalebane on the under e «of the
onat.  This ahould make the pile of the vel-
vet rise.  Ure the eften-explainod deviee of
the hot irc, bound waith a wet clath, firmly
held by enc person, flat aide uppermml,
while another passen the spottal xurface
acveral timen aver the stcam. It must W

E%  quickly done and promptly ** beaten ™ wkile

Ieing held in the hot ais of a heater o7 be-
fore 3 cmal fire todry.  Beat from the back
of the coat emly.

Frev Crooronvrs (VERY Draiczorsi
Assh sme laked polatocs with bmtter,
croam (or milk) and one cgg, whipped tna
{roth, Tall the prsic ol toa mederate thick.
nexy, chop up cight to ten Ioned xanditaz
{two Inrae}: nelle), conk themir the
fallowing muce onaces of hutler, nme
tasoafal of cmmry powden. a litde

chosped emien and 3 aqueese of lemen Jorer_ fatoa ”

Maty tomovers nf the pmtaln paMte s
them with the mixture aml lake in atl
oven,

Taker Twoto Makea ™

He ~Iam youns, daare
She—T'm sare 1 22t}
Dot will you bemino®
Alnld nol<alat’s ¥

y is necewsary one need not do with.

out hangings at doars or windows, “They

soften hand outlines and tone down the glare

of light, and should harmonize with the
eneral character of the furnishing. Womnna's
{lustrated World.

Bridget:—*Enjoy slape, is it ! How could
1? The minit ] lay down, I'm astape.aa® the
minit I'm awake, 1 bave to get up. Where's
the time for enjavin’ it ¥°

Winter Sale.
Of Berlin Wools and Fancy Goads.

Berlin Waonle all colom, xingle and doulde, Se
PeT Oz
Shetland and Andaludan Waals, all evdours, 10¢

perax

Maldwins Iteat Fingunng Wanls atl colours, 10
nskein. $1.50 pvih

Haldwins Rt Kasecy Wonl, o1 entares, 10e
axkein, §1.V qer,

{*crcock Fingering Wl sujwriar quality, $SI0

per it
CN:\\T{\VW\L all the new shadex, Te ot dazen
2keine
Jee Wonl, all the new shadex, 10 per Il
All qur wende are mizde specially for us, and we
ruaranier the the very best,
Embrrnidery Nilka, all entars, lix et dax, <Seine
Wazh Sifhe. suarsnienst to wash, $5¢ per dno
Filocelie, 1) shadex, best quality, 3¢ amnd S a

rarif.
R mu-;.c. in all co'ara, Lasl qualily, 25 pet s,
Marmame Conl | Wh Wl 1Sentonx I ger

dozen.
Fell, All et onlours, beal uality, $5¢ aml §1
por vand,
l'am‘-m 1582yl N onlote, D pwer dnx, ap
Wonlen Java Canras all svdnrs, L% jer vand,
Anwe havy a ane alorg of elamped shwals
on_hapd which have o W lately amived they
will e afTerel at the SR hew prieves
Toilkl Neta, S pieves, all foohond STnnee o
. Flonenw X, ot 3c3.
Night v ftage, all frirgsd A2Gres o0 fnwere,
§0e Al Lo cach,
Nampwsl SPAGeTs, petCel dew~ v e
Carringant W SRVl e
ie ‘::-?:u a0 o . TNl .=
Sidelmant .o -
ac® m.“»- ’
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