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A STANDING MINISTRY; AND THE RELATION OF SYSTEMATIO
THEOLOGY TO THE WORK OF THE PULPIT.

3 LECTURE DELIVERED AT THE CLOSE OF THE SESSION OF KNOX COLLEGE,
BY REV. PRINCIPAL WILLIS.

It 15 not out of place, and can seldom be out of scason, on such occa-
stuls s the present, to set forth the authority for a standing ministry, and
tu proffer suggestions on the matter of preaching, as well as on the question,
Who should preach? Indeed, these two yuestions have a close relation to
vne anvther; not the least of the arguments for a standing ministry, or the
erpediency of a class of men Luing separated to the service of the Gospel,
Iving in the nature of the work, in the preciousness of heavenly truth, and
the reasonalleness of that truth Laviug all the advantage in its presenta-
tivn tu the minds of men which deliberate preparation. fur the work of the
preacher may secure for it.

. It isa very usual procedure in 1casoning to look first at the presump-
tive probabilities in favor of a conclusivn in which one has confidence, on
its ywn merits, befure going into o positive proof. In arguing, for example,
the inspiration of the writers of the New Testament, we feel as if already
the puint were half made out, when we have found evidence of the inspira-
tion of the Old Testament writers ; or, on the question of the canon as to
whether it be 2 matter of erudition and human testimony, or of revelation,—



