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The Unification of Chrlst-
endom: -

1.

“The Church of *Christ !8 in ruins,

.

said & Plymouth Brother to me one da),
as he pointed out- the various divisions,
sects, denominations, and parties strug-
gling for a hearing m)d.swndin;;r. This
was his excuse for going off intoa corner
by himself aud making a new separation.
“The visible (fhl\rch is now identical
with the world,” said he, and anon sceics
invisibility. The p‘hr:ts(‘:_“ Come out and
be ye separate,” og_me applied* to those .
living in the midst of ~iv.lolnters, has done
duty for all separatists from ¢the
Church,” and the ;i;suit.,i,’iu t}w case of
Tug Brethren lids Been 'division among
themselves into seveml parties, socially
ostracizing one another because tlm\:
don’t all see alike on such idle questions
ag ¢ The Peccability of Christ’s Nature.”
The Church, it is true, has its parties
taking different views of a subject, not
essential, but they do not socially outmge",-
one another, or in other words excom-
municate each other, and one would be K
sorry to see such a disruption among
those whose mctives are worthy because
seeking ﬁmgresﬁ‘s in the Divine Life:
within the pale of ?;aith in the true Head
of the Church there will always be var-
ious degrees of "k_nbwledge, and some
mistakes must be- expected, unless we
are to claim’ greateér than apostolic at-
tainments, greulér. than one who said,
«Now we know in ';mrt., and preach in
part.” There is the spiritual babe, the

clementary Cliristian, and tha full grown
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man in Clirist. Imagine a youth ostraciz-
ing his elder brother because he couldn’t
or the

understand the Laws of Newton,

.Theory of Atowms, as he propounded it,

and yet it is upon questions of knowledge

rather than the Question of the Faith

-that most of the separations in Christen-
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dom exist. Then,too, we must expect to

find degrees in the practice of the
Spiriteal Life, partly owing to environ-
ment, partly to the need of better in-
struction.  “The Faith” first wounld enter

largely into all discussions as to unifica-

< tion; knowledge must take second place,

and

growsy out of both.
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prictice third place, because it

“The Faith” is

. identical with the Wisdom of God, and

anydpe weak in that would scon prove

the truth of the saying:
* Knowledge, when, Wisdqm is_lwo weak
. to guidz her, -
Is like a headst.ropig- horse that throws
its vider” | N
Thus we arrive at a. preliminary conclu-
sion that there. is a possibility- of unity
among all so-called .« Churches,” that
hiold the the Head who is The W!sdom of
God; the Way, the .Truth, the Life, the
Faith to us all.

Can there be two Heads, one on earth,
one in heaven? 8St. Paul describes but
one for the spiritual body. A two-
headed mouster staggers us, and we turn
our eyes from the Western to the East-
ern Church. Isshe double heade&_too?
“God and the Tsar” is the rallying cry of

The church of

.Russia is the extreme type of a state

church, where the monarch is supposed

to be absolute, it is true, but practically



