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of continuity of either the tendon, the patella or the ligament.
The force that indirectly produces the solution of continuity is
obviously exerted equally on the quadriceps tendon, oni the lig-
amentiu patelle, on the tuberosity of the tibia and on the pat-
ella; but fracture of the patella is by far the xnost conimon re-
suit of sucli indirect violence.

Traumatie or pathological, open or subeutaneous ruptures of
quadriceps extensor femoriG tendon or of the ligamen tum patellS
rnay, like fractures of the patella, 'be simple or complica>ted, be
complete, or incomplete, be unilateral or bilaterpl. Thty may be
associated with, precede, or folloW a fracture of -the patella.

The following table showvs the symptormatic resemblance ex-
isting between these three conditions:

Coniplete Rupture of Quad-
riceps £-xtensor Femoris

Tendon.

I-May be bilateral.

2--More coninon in maies.

3-May be due to direct,' to
indirect violence. to mius-
cular action, or to a coin-
binatioù of two or of ail of
these different forms of
violence. It is frequently
stated that the disabiing
I.esion oùcurred during
an effort on the part of
the individual to avoid a
fali (9).

Quenu says that in the
great majority of.cases, lup-
ture occurs during a con-
traction of tie quadriceps
extensor initiate1 to avoîd
flexion of leg on thigh.

4-Inability te extend leg on
thigh. Patient is unable
to elevate lied froin sur-
face of bed.

5-Distincét suicus can be
feit bet'ween the niargins
of proximal and distal
portions of the divided
tendon.

Coniplete Rupture of the
Ligainentuin Patelia.

Distinct sulcus canl be
kilt between the iniagins
of the proxiimal and dis-
tal portions of divided.
ligamecnt..

Coniplete Trans-
verse Fracture of

the Patella.

Distinict sulcus
can be feit betwveen
fragments of the
fractured patella


