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momnents t1poii the nature of sewcer gas and men-
Lion sorne or the more palpable and fatal effeets it
i-,, capable of producing %vlhen taken into the humaniii
systcm. Sew'er gas, or more properly sewer air, is
a compolund, and analytical chemiists tell uis that
the ehR;nents of wvhich it is composeci are suiphiur-
cte hydrogen, carburetted hydrogen, suiphide of
aninnoniâ, oxygen, n itrogen, carbon ic acici ,as, and
orgranic maLter. But the constituents are not always
the saie, nor do they always existinithesamiep)ropor-
ion. l'le noxious effects of the gas are fui))' sio%îii

1», the fact thiat men have dropped instantly clead
w~hite at wvork in the sewers of Lonclon froin breatbi-
in- it, and that in sonie instances it hias found its
w'ay into bedroonis througli pipes and bias catised
the instant death of thie occupanits. If iii a corn-
parativel), pure state its effects, in the smiallest

(luantities, are so exceeclingly dangerous, it miust
under other circumistances be consiclered capable
of dtoing niuch hiarm. lIts known effects are wien.
preseint in exceedingly minuite quantities in air
wvhicbi is breatbied a feeling of lassitude, becad-
ache, drowsiness, v'oînting, while the poison-
ous 'and deleterious effeets of the orgainic eIe-
Ments, %vbîcb are the decaying particlos of ani-
mal and vogetable iniatter are %vell known to mccldi-
cal mien as a frighitful and frequent source of man),
of the most fatal diseases. It is now generally
admittcd tliat sewer air can be the source or

1lonioter of ail the discases known as zymio-
tic) v'iz.: ty phoid, ty'ph us, scarl et, corobro-spi-
nal and malarial fevers, smnall-pox, measles, dlysen-
try, choiera, choiera morbus, choiera iinfaniitumi,
croup, di phitheria, wbioopi ng ccughl, puerporal dis-
cases andi sonie others. 0f ail the elemients %vhich
enter int-o the cause of prev'entable cliseases the in-
fluenice and effect of this J)oisonous air w'biicli
escapes frorn sewers mnust occupy the first and
most important place, and there is reason to be-
lieve Élhat in large citiçs it is the source of more

1)bysical suffeving and the cause of more discases
than any other one tbin«. 'heolon'kns uells la

the avch-enemiy of the hiuman race is bis satanic
miajesty, but sanitarians tell us that the arch-enemy
of the biumanl race is sewor gYas, and being so
unanimious in according that distinction to this ter-
rible agrent, it woluld. scarcely be safe to hiesi-
tate to agfree Nvith tbemn. Tt does not alwa s kili,
but it poisons the blood and lowers the vitality of
once hicalthy ien and w'omen. Tt clestroys or

crippies* thecir capacity for business or einjoy-
ment. IL vobs ien of ambition andc woiwen of
boauty. It paves the wvay for specific cliseases
whichi %oulcl otbiervise neyer have sent.strong moin
to bcd for miontlis. It not only robs life of enijoy-
nlCnt, l)ut it often reuders it a l)urdlen, almost too
itoleval)le to boar, andi tliere are thousands suf,
fering fromi its bantiefuil effects %vlho are entirely
ignorant of the fact. [t shoulci need no argtument
to prove to any intelligent man that cesspools,
w'hethlir open or covecred, are an unmiitigatecl nuis-
anC:e and a frequent source of clisease, and. yet %ve
are told on the best authorit), that most sewers are
îioti inblut elongateci cesspools, conistan tly gener-
ating poisontous gases which find a ready crntrance
into the bouses witbi wbicb the), ave connecteci.
No sane nian wvoulcl build bis bouse over an open
cesspool, andi yet in cities w~here there are putblic
sew'ers, bouses arc b.1ilt over or ihl connection with
hidden cesspools, a thousand. tinies more danger-
ous than one above ground. Into it cmipt), tbou-
sands of clrain:2, whiich in turn are connected l)y
Nvasté pipes and soil pipes w'ith basins, kitchen
sinks and mater closets. Inito these are depositeci
the %vaste of buman bodies andi the iiquid Nvaste (i
kitchenis, lau ndlries andi lavatories. Thlroughi the
waste pipes of the bouse this liquid filth is conveyed
divectly to the street sew'er iri whicli are also
liquici abominations *that often bold. in solution
niatter stili more ol)joctionall. '['be pipes that
connect a bouse with a sewver may, perfornm their
dut)' w~ell enoughi as drains, but practically, the),
miay bc said to be selviceab/e as ventilating shafts
for the hidden cesspool-tbe sewver. 'Ihere is
nothing a bout w'hichi the people of tow'ns and cities
seemi to know s0 little as thecir sewage, w'hile there
is nothing relating to the conifort andi bealthy coni-
dition of a habitation witli whichi any.one of mature
),cars should and m-igbit be more familiar. House
drainage, an adjunct of sew'age, is next in import-
ance to the construction of the four Waso a.
bouse, but it is often the last thingr that an occu-
pant considers. If waste wvater runs off lie is saLis-
fied ; he may even evince surlprise when told it is
not sufficient to kn-io% that thc %vaste w~i1I. be carrieci
out of sighit, thaL there should lie no doubt that it
reaches the sewver ani-i that there is no Ieaking andi
spilling along the wvay. Every one ougbit to know
tha-t there Shouldl be sch apiinesl ai-ic about
the pipes as would prevent the veLurn of sew'age
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