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HERNIA IN CILDHOOD.

Edred M. Corner, M.B., 'vrites on "The Most Frequent Hernia in
Childhood and its Significance," in Amn. Jour. Mced. Sc., June, 1907.

The author, believing that the majority of hernioe in childr-en are
acquired and flot congenital, lias continued an investigation begun some
years ago, and with the assistance of several gentlemen, has made a
survey in the out-patient's department of the Great Ormond Street
Hospital.

Seven hundred cases had been observed and recorded in the flrst
series wvhen a new system wvas found to be necessary. This first in-
vestigation showed that multiple. herniee are far more frequent in child.
ren than they are in aduits. Single herniS e vre found in 66 per cent.,
multiple hernioe in 14 per cnt. In this first investigation they had failed
to take into consideration hernial protrusions betwvcen tHe divaricatcd
recti.

The demonstration of the latter form, of hernize in children requires
some littie skill and tact. The author suggests that if the chuld be held
in its mother's lap in an extended position and that the head be sup-
portcd with one hand, which at first raises it and then allows it to fail
backward twvo or three inches. If a medium ventral hernia is present a
carinate projection -will appear above the umbulicus. This hernia wvas
fouhd in the collective investigation of the author in 24.21I per cent. out
of 2,600 cases. The more carefully the hiernia is looked for the more
frequently wvill it be found.

Median ventral hernia may be congenital or acquired. It is flot un-
known in the ne'vly born, though very uncommon. The hernia appears
as a direct resuit of increased intra-abdomninal pressure; and as the re-
suit cf tlie continuance of the raised pressure upon the growth of the
tissues in the linea alba.

In 2oi observations on children between birth and one year of age,
a median ventral hernia between the divaricated recti wvas foundi'i~n
18.5 per cent., being more frequent among the older infants. But one
case was found inl 122 infants varying from i to, 39 days old examined
at the Queen Charlotte's Hospital. At Great Ormond Street Hospital
bulging bet-'veen the divaricated recti 'vas found in 34 per cent. infants
under 6 months of age and in 58 per cent. betwcen 6 months and one
year of age.
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