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THE VAGARIES OF FIBRO-MYOMATOUS TUMORS.*
By J. F. W. Ross, M.D., C.M., TORONTO.

Mr. President and Members of the Bra:nt County Medical
Association:
I regret that owing to the shortness of the notice it was

impossible to prepare such an address as befits the occasion, and
I offer my apologies for the imperfect presentation of the sub-
ject. I decided to look back into the years that have gone and
endeavor ta pick out some points that may prove of value in a
consideration· of the effects of fibro-myomatous tumors upon the
life history of women.

It -was -my privilege in 1878 to hold the position of House
Surgeon at the Toronto General Hospital; that is now 32 years
.ago. It is interesting to wateli the evolution of practice that has
taken place in that time, and there is no department in surgery
in which the changes have been more varied or the practice has
been more improved than in the surgical treatient. of fibro-
iyomatous tumors.

During a pilgrinage to the Meeca of abdominal surgery,
]irmii.ngham, about the year 1889,, I had the privilege of assist-
ing that great pioneer, Mr. Lawson Tait, with many of his opera-
lions diring a period of some inonths. While owriotoiny for
the removal of ovarian tumors had been perfected so that the
mortality was greatly reduced, the operation, of hysterectomy
for the renioval of nyoiatous tumnors was still in its infaney, and
'was accompanied by a high deatli-rate. This was so great t1iat
-one Edinburgli surgeon looked about him for some other remedy
than the knife, and began the use of the eleetrie current as
advocated..by Apostoli of Paris. After umli investigation and
careful trial this treatmnent was not satisfactory and proved to

'lead beforehe nrant County Medical Association, Brantford. March 1910.


