The Maritime

A MONTHLY

JOURNAL OF

Medical News,
MEDICINE AND SURGERY.

Vou. V. HALIFAX, N. S, DECEMBER, 1893. No. 12.
—— -+ == CONTENTS, =~ —
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS : EniTonriAu:
YXorysipelag, by P, Conroy, M. Do ..cveiial... 189 D iagnosis and treatment of Diphtheriae....... 199
Rhewnaroid Arthritis, by A, €. Crockett, M, D192 1 e -
An Hour in the Operating Room of the [1aspital - ORRESIONDENCE & )
for Ruptures and Cripples, N. Y, by WL Post-Gradunte Scheols, by M. A, B. {mith, A.D. 201
Ross Martin, M. Duseverrnnnl ciiin i, 1905 Insurance Compauies, by S. Dodge, M. D......204
SocTETY PROCEEDINGS: 3001 NOTICES :
St, Jolm Medical Socicty. c.oivin o 166 Health Readers, et ..o.oveiiniiiiiiin . 205
NOTES AND COMMENTS..euvvarniiinieennn.. Ceeaee 158 k SELECTIONS. .. ovvuieann.n DN 205
I); ummi ()"ummm irations, disease, is d(s’xlled by many modern,
) authorities.  That the determining

¢ ERYSIPELAS.”

Read before the laritime Medical Associntion at
Charlottetown, July 12th, 1803,

By P. CONROY, M. D, Charlottelown,
» % * * ®

The term © Brysipelus” is employed
by modern medical writers to designate
a certain form of inflammatory action
atlended by special characters, and
due to a specific cause. ‘

The name does not denote any par-
ticular or distinct disease involving
any special tissue, but is a general
term applied to a morbid inflammatory
process that may affect any tissue of
the body. Erysipelas is not a disease
of the skin any more than it iz of
the peritoneum.

The determining cause of the dis-
ease is a-sperific virus or micrococcus,
which finds entrance into thé circula-
tion from without, and- wlen onde’
admitted into the blood it sets up a
peculiar septic inflammatory disturb-
ance known as * Erysipelas.” The
spontaneous origin of erysipelas or its
idiopathic development as a distinct

cause is a germ cannot be doubted.
and that the canseis always extrinsic
is confirmed by scientific obhservation.
The fact that the disease has altogether
disappearced from the field of antiseptic’
surgery as well as from that ef intelli-
gent obstetric  practice proves con-
clusively its external origin.
The disease may affect the integu-
ment, the vessels—the lymphatics—
the celluhr tissue—the mudous or
serous membranes, but the dctermmmfr
cause is always the absorption of a
septic germ through an abraded surface.,
Certain dlsturhed conditions’ of the
blood may pernnt thé operation. of the'
determining cause by defect of résis’
ance to its mﬁuence but Lhe discasé is ,
" never dn'ectly produced by nnpalred
nututlon, by dxsordered health, by .
cold,” or’ by over-mduloence as.'was
generally supposed Dby tl;e older Swriters. -
A1 these conditioris 'imay be pre-dxs-
posing causes, but without the presence
of the specific gerro no erysipelas can
develop. The point of entrance of
the micrococeus is not always the seat
of the” inflammatory process. The




