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"'E RYSIP>ELAS."

Rad Iefore the 3iaritime, Medical Associationi at
Charlottetown. d uly 12th, 1893.

l'y P. CON .Y 31. ., Charlottelownl,

The terni '" Erysipelas " is employed
by modern meedical wriiers to designate
a certain form of inflammatory action
attended by special characters, and
due to a specific cause-

The naine does not denote any par-
ticular or distinct disease involving
any special tissue, but is a general
terni applied to a morbid infiammatory
process that may aflect any tissue of
the, body. Erysipelas is not a disease
of the skin any more than it i- of
the peritoneuni.

The determining cause of the dis-
ease is a specific virus or micrococcus,
which finds entranco into tliecircula-
tion fron without, and- when once
admitted into the blood it sets up a
peculiar septic inflamnatory disturb-
ance known as " Erysipelas." The
spontaneous origin of crysipelas or its
idiopathic development as a distinct

ENITORIAv,:
D iagnosis and treatment of Diphtheria......19

('ORIRES'ONDENCE :
Post-Craduate Schools, by 31. A. B. smith, M U.2o1
Insurance Companies, by S. Dodge, M. D......204

1'oK1 NOTICES:
lealth leaders, etc ... ..................... 2C5

SELIECT]ONS............................. ..... 205

disease, is denied by many niodcern
au thorities. That the determiningz
cause is a geri eninot be doubted.
and that the cause is always extrinsic
is confirmed by scientific observation.
The fact that the disease las altogether
disappeared froni the field cf antiseptic
surgery as Weil as froi that of intelli-
genbît obstetric practice proves con-
clusively its external origin.

The disease may affect the integu-
ment, the vessels-the lymphatics-
the cellular tissue-the mîucou§ or
serous membranes, but the determining
cause is always the absorption of a
septic germ through an abraded surface.
Certain disturbed conditions of the
blood may permit the operation of the
determining cause by defect of rèsiât:
ance to its influence, but tho diseasë is
never directly produceci by impaired
nutrition, by disordared health, by
cold, or by over-indulgence as , as
generally supposed by the older riters.
All these conditiols may be pie-dis-
posing causes, but without the presence
of the specific germ no erysipelas can
develop. The point of entrance of
the micrococcus is not alwàys the seat
of the - inflamnmatory process. The


