
104! Periscope.-Iritis-Disocation of the Knee Forwards.

the commencement of the present era iritis was ftle subject of se- are often observed in patients admitted into hospitals, while it is
veral memoirs ; Smith and Dr. Gimelle studied it ; but it was well known that gout is a disease very soldom seen there. The
only in 1823, that M. Gillet de Grandmont sustained publicly his same remarks are applicable to serofula, and though the discases
thesis on this affection. Previously to this period it was known of the eyes are, deubtlessly, modified by this form of constitution,
in Germany and England ; Travers, Saunders, and some others, still they do not in this respect form an exception, as ail other
having alIrcadv made it the subject of their studies. It would, affections are equally so. As to the opinion tiat scrofula is a dis-
howevor, bc lifficult to prove that iritis was more frequent for- case of a peculiar nature. and that the diseases of the eyes, on ac-
merly than at the present time, and it may be added, that there count of the modifications produced by it, are separate maladies,
is no reason to believe that such vas the case. Thére are, some- it is inadmissible. As a constitutional affection, scrofula certainly
times, facts by *which we may cexplain the greater frequency of exists ; bunt as one of a peculiar nature, it cannot be admitted ; at
certain discases at one period than at anothero; in the present in- the same time, let it be well understoood, there is no doubt that
stance none exist ; ail that can. be asserted is, that iritis is one of phîlegmîasiS. of the oyes, and especially iritis, nay present a parti.
the diseases, of the eye, which is frequently, very frequently, o- cular character, under the influence of a rhelumatic, scrofulous,
served, and cornes immediately after inflammation of the tarsi, cf or any other diathesis, in this respect rescmbling ail the diseases
the conjunctiva, and the cornea. This would bc sufficient to with which individuals of these constitutions may b affected.
prove how important it is that the practitioner should be faumiliîr Tius, if a rheunotic person is affected withpleuritis, pneumonia,-
with the various forons of this disease, but a still more powerful or any other mialady, does it ont present sorme peculiarities ? Will
mo'tivo exists, viz the attendant danger, which makes it abso- it not be the saine with a scrofulous individual ? Now, if iritis
lutely necessary to study this phlegmasia more attentivelv thtan occur in these cases, it will likcwise offer sometimes sui gencris.
those alrcady deserbed, for when it tenrinates favourably, it laves The difference, however, is great between this mode of consider-
indolible marks, accompaied by more or less important derange- inr the influence of the constitution on the discases of the eye,
ment in the functions of the orgab. iritis is, therefore, an affec- and principallV on iritis, and the theory of the Germans, who as.
tion which is deserving of the surgeon's most serious attention. sert, that it is possible to recognise a gouty constitution on in-

DvistoNs.-Iritis may be dividod into acute, ch!onic, simple, specting the eye, an opinion comnpletely erroncous, since the pa-
specific, or presenting various complications, according te the pe- thognomonic synptons May be pbserved in persons who have
culiar constitution ofthe patient or the place in which ho resides. never had an attack of gout in their livers. These are the princi-
The German authors have established iumberless divisions, but pal differences between the French and German doctrines, but it
they are superfiuous, if not injurious ; tlus they admît thirty va- nmay bu stated that even in Gernany this doctrine is nearly obso-
rieties of iritis, distinguished by the terms anterior,'po'terior, rheu- lete, and that the practitioners who profess it arc ignorant of the
matic, gouty, abdominal, syphilitic, &c. 'My opinions on this progress of science, not only ml forcign countries, but also in their
subject, whieh have -been openly expressed, have often drawn own. Iritis mav be modified by the constitution of the patient,
from my opponentsepithets far from flattering. Their mode of but no varicty of a specifie nature exists, except the syphilitic,
studying diseases is, perhaps, not very scientific, since it is the cus. because no one can deny that a virus is the cause of syphilis,
tom in that country to separate the various branches of medicine, whereas this is not gencrally admitted in other affections.
and to croate a professorship for aci specialty, so that persons, 1 Sn.mrrro:us.-Thosc of acute uncomplicated iritis nay b divided
otherwise distinguished for thieir talents, are cnnfined to a very into threc stages ; in the first stage, 'more or less pain in the fore.
narrow, circle, beyond which 'they. perceive nothing, and are led head, temple, and bottoin of the orbit ; photophobia ; lachryma-
to consider trifles as things highly import'ant. This is a misfor- tion ; vision more or less impaired ; very slight redness ; cornea
tune for science. Thus Baer, whose talent is well knnvn, rocog- transparent ; conjunctiva ainmost white ; the sclerotica, on the'
rîises 'fiftv orsixtv differeit species of cataract. Two things should contrary, prescnts a reddish pink tint, dispased in a circular form,
bè avoided ; huddling together ail the various inflammations of somewihat analogous to the rising already described in koratitis,
the oye on the one'.hand ; and creating superfluous and number- but differing inasmuch as it dose tnt reach the cornea, which is
less divisions on the other. The prudent practitioner .will alvays surrormded by a small greyish.bronm circle; this symptom is very
keep a medium. important in the- diagnosis of iritis, and is produced by the an.

"DEFI Io.Iritis maybc defined bto a distinct inflanmma- atomical disposition of the cornea and selcrotica, it beingîmpossi-
tion,:which cannot be confounded with 'other affections of the eye ble, from the mode in which these two membranes are united, for
without great danger. This is evident since it may exist alone ; the veIsoer to reach their point of jniction, and it is the space con.
but:it must not-be supposed that, therefore, iritis is ahàvs unat- prised between the cornea and iris whiicli forms Ihe circle.-
tended. by inflammation in the surrounding tissues, but merelv Though a phienomenon purely anatomical, it has been erroneous.
that the pllegi'iasia commences in the iris, and constitutes th'e ly considered by the Germans as the sign of gouty iritis, called,
principal affection, whilst that of the neighhbouriig'parts is sympa- consequently,, th'e artiritic circle ; the natural colouir of the iris
thetie. Again, strictly spoakng, a distinct inflammation does not more or less cnnged; this sympton is difficult to discover when
exist in any organ ; for instance, no one denies that peritonitis is both eyes are affected, as no coniparison can b made, except
a phlegmasia of the serous membrahe of the abdomen, and that when the colour of the iris.was previously known to the medical
the inflamnation may extend to the neighbouring cellular, mus. attendant; mobility of the pupil more or less diminised when one
cular, and mucous tissues, still it is generallv admitted, that the eye alone is affected, it is genrally smaller than on the healthy
foriher jr the principal.disease, aad like al affections of a distit side; its form may vary considerably ; it nay bc ,rregular, angu.

atr,'has its peculiar causes, symptoms, mode of developmiont, lar, or in the shape of an oval triangle: ,the edges may have a

and tei.mination. Now, is not ail this observed in iritis ? velvety, flaky appearance; the püpil may b cloudy, caused .by
the diminution of the tran'sperancy of the humours. The charac-

YiiUETrIEs.-It may ho admitted that the inflammatiôn may teristic signs of this diseuse are, sub-orbitar pain, .slight pliotopho.
commence onihe.anterior or posterior sur face of the iri3, or in its bia and épiphora, injection, sight nmore or orless impaired, red tint
parer ehyma. Scientifically speaking, this is"correct, but it is not of the selerotica, disposed in a radiated éircle,small grevishm.browi
less true, that in a very short time the. wnole organ becones. af- -ring surroundirig the cornea, a change'in the normal colour ofthe
foetèd.' The yhlegmasia may aIr be partial, general, or more or iris, and niodification in the shape and aspect of the pupil.
lors îiodifiel by the constitution of the patient ; but, in admitung
thaî, oino-'othiese reveral circunîstancertliere my hoe'înodifi-

ationsof Le diseuse'; oare, far from atghat each of theso IsLOCA'TIoN 0F THE KNEE'FORWARDS CAUSED
constituitea pecial inflaimmatos On'e varnety may bho said'to . BY FORCED EXTENUATION OF THE LEG.--Bv F.
iáe. arspecific tig;n, ïe syphelitic but as to the serofu. .hcorr M.D.
ous,rheumatic, arthr-titi;c orsuch like, they ought to b rejected,

-abhiisympdtorismiiay obs.crvéd ir simple iritis. Moreover, Bauzon, sergeant in the 66th regnent of Ihe linc,
howisit possible td dmitt bi influen coTfa rheun .ticgry, or Eetat. 21; strong and muscular; sanguineous constitution.;
sorofulous 'virus, on:Lieconstituent parts of ié eye,'and on the entered, thc nilitary hospital at -1ctz hlf an .hour, after
lr: i particular, vhen man distingmsed -ph'ysicians consider haying rhet, with the following' accident :-Amusing hiself
the éxistence of a viruspebália t aci of these d<3eases chim-. with jumpingon level grouid, he fell, contrary to the-rules of gym-
rîal ? òo uL man einent praetituiners a o lft font, thé leg being:at tic, rame time strctchédý

ini'aiontasia of nieù,patiindsae Lntch a i j~r on Limem
i sÏa r the fibrouds enmasoal ie's T Agin, to the utmost, and thrown slightly backwards, he rigiit limb,

ire"adaitinthat $uty irîtis eit, ils ciaractcrisbic sypigtoms which was qtarried lenvards, not reiihog the'earth as soon as its


