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lI stnming up the statistics of the profession, he renarks on tha
comparative incjre:ase of ino.rtality ant1 the bhmer duration of life ainong
thb old-and young school of practitioners, and thus atdIesses his younger
h'aeers, those pa rticul.arly, we presumD, who are in siit pupilli:-
• Many of them, indeed, died young; and quite a number were carried. off

by pulmnary consumption. It is truly a sad thMg,. that ni the United States
the progress of civilization and science should so violate the laws of health, as
to shorten the hves of those who are labouring to piomnote it. I besecch you,
gentlemen, to turn your minds to the correction of thobe errors of hygiene and
education, which lead ta this melancholy result.

The first lecture also contains a spirited topagraphical description of
Cincinnati, in its earliest days and its present prosperous condition. Ili
allusion to the dilfliculties nhicl encompassed the first days of practice,
we are told that in 1762 from four to five months were required to effect
theimportation of a medicine from Phila<elphia ta Cincinnati! whereas,
at this-time, "being ordered by telegraph and sont by express, it nay be
received in two days, o a sixtieth pàrt-of the time. Thus science bas
lengthened secondsinto minutes !" On the subject of iedical periodical
literature, Dr..Drake cives some curious and important information con-
nectedvith,its progress in Britain, the Continent and America, and treats
the question-of i.s influence on -the public mind and on the progrcss of
medical.science in-a very philosophical manner. .le truly says:-

This gives ta journahnsm in every department of hunman knîowledge a
miglhty power, which, te itsown-glory, it has created for itself. 'Its own bands
liàee placed the crown upon its brow, and given it a' domninî over the intel-
,lect and-feelings of the world, ivhicnh it ill never abdheate, and- from which

ican never be cast down. Even at the prestent time, when we can not bel
lieve its influence fully developed, its powver sets every estimlate at defiance, and
ite extintion would- arrest t h e progress of civilization. But its own growth
has .been signally-promoted by the> cinlzatwn whwh it has so remarkably
šdvced, and of which it is a pars úoarn. Thus,, the ways and' eans of
iwtšnaland external-personal and national intereourse and conveyance, which
cônstitute, distinguished" features of modern society, so obviously and ,power-
fy favour the progress of every forma'nd kind of journalism, that in aur in-

diry after the causes ofr its'extension, ignitude and-powe, ini the middle f
theénineteenth centuiry, comxpared Mith that of the eighteenth, we are requnired
to:àscribe a large influence ta agencies entirely material, and connected only
with'pu'blication and distribution.

This extended journalism, the effect of onerevolution in medical science,
istbecoming the cause of another. Before it was brohght inta:existence, the
inventions-and dascoveries an-each country found their way but tardily amonug
its own physicians, and many of them never passed its boundaries. Thus,
emelisation acquîred an idiosyncracy, which would have been far les strongly
marked·, if- its opinions, prejudîces and traditieus, had been brought int con-
tact wnth those of other nations. Nauonalpeculiàntzes in patholiogy and pr-
ice, especially the latterwil always exist;;but they shotdd be no greater
tilogically flow from the peculiar, physical and moral -conditioris af each
ouiitry, after they have been compared with and n'euiralized by every her.

Nowltis one'of-the'miissions af journalism ta:forward thiscòmparisonpan d
by augmenting tire common, to diminish the.peceiar.


