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refusing, wlicni the court -was at MVin-
chuester, to let E leaùor Gwynn lodgc iii
tho luse whluih he occupied there as a
prebenidary. The king lîad sense cnoughi
to 'respect so nlanlly at Spirit. 0f ail the
prelates, lic likcd,.Ken the best. It wvas
to, no purpose, liowcver, tlîat the good
bisliop nowv puit forth ail Ilis cloquence.
His solemii and patlietie exhdortation awved
and melted the by-standers to sudh a de-
grec that soine arnong thuein belicved hima
to bc filled 'witli the saine spirit whichi,
i thé oldéri time, lîad, by the mouthls of

Nathman and Elias, ealled sinfal. princes to
repentance. Chuarles, hlovever, -xva-is un-
xnovcd. IUc made no objection, indeed,
wlîecn the service for the Visitation of the
Sick -was rcad. In reply to thc pressing
questions of' the divines, lic said lic -wa s
sorry for whlat, lie liad donc amiss; and
lie -suiffered the absoluition to be pro-
nouniced over Iiuun according to the fbrmns
of thc Chureli of E ngland; but wheni he
%vas urged -to declare that lic died in the
communion o? that Clinrel, lie seemced not
to licar wlîat was said, and nothinig could
nd uce himn to take the E ucharist froin

the hands o? thc bisiops. A table -with
bread and wine was brouglit to luis bcd-
side, but in vain. Sometirnes lie said
that tliere Nras no lîurry, and somietimies
tua~t lie was too weeak.

Many attributed this apathy to con-
tempt for divine things, and mianiy to the
stupor -%vhicli often precedes deatli; but
there were in the palace a few peusons
whlo kne-%v better. Cliarles hiad niever
been a sinere member of the Establislied
Chiurch. His mu'nd liad long bcen oscil-
lated bcwon obbism and pîopery.
Wlien hiis healtlî Nvas good and hiis spirits
high lie was a scoffer. InIi is few% serions
moments -lie wvas a. Roman Cittliont.
The linke of York xvas aw,%are o? this,
but Nvas entîrely occurp,-ec wvith tue care
of lis own intercsts. Hie lad. ordered the
outjiorts; to be closed. Hie luad postcd
detachinents o? thc Guards' in different
parts o? the city. Hie lîad as procured
thè feeble signature o? flic dying .king toan inistrumient by wvhichi soune, duties,
granted only tili the demise of thc croxvn,
were lot to farni for a -teri: o? thre
years'. These things occupied the atten-
tion -o? .l'ames to sueli -a degree tlîat,
though. on ordinary occasions hoe -%vas in-
dïscreetly -and unreasonably earor to bringr
ov*,er proselytes to - is Churcu, hie noelç,r

rcflected that luis brother 'as iii d.anger
of dying without the last sacramients.

TIis n-lct asthe more cxtraordinary;
request of equecn, Sllgocstcdl, on tihe
morning on whicli tle king -%vas talion
iii, the propriety of procuring spiritual
assistance. F or such assistance Clharles
wîus indébted to an agency v'cry différcnt
from tluat of his pious wife and sister-in-
lwt-v. A life of frivolity'and vice liad flot
extinguishied, in the Duchess of Ports-
mnouth. ail scntiments of religion, or al
tliat kindness whvicelt is the glory of lier
sex. The Freiich amibassador, ]3arillon,
whlo hiad corne to tue palace to inqire
aller f lie kçing, paid lier a visit. If c
found lier in an agony of sorrowv. Sile
took himi iuito a secret roomn, and poured
ont lier -%-vhole lheurt to liini. III hiave,"'
slie said, "la tluîug of great moment to tell
you. If it -%vcre knowvn, my lîcad -%vould
bc in danger. The king is really and
trnly a Cathiolie; but lie -%vil1 die wiithiout
heina- reconcilcd to tue Clinrch. His
bed-chamibcr is full of Protestant clergy-
mon. I cannot entcr it wvithout giving
scandai. Tlîe duke is thinking only of
liiimseif. S1meak to Ilim. lienlind Ihim
that there is a soul at staIe. Hie is
master nowv. Go'tlîis instant, or it -will
bc too late."1

l3arillon, hastened to tuýe bed-ehiamber,
took tue duke aside and dclivered the
message of the mistrcss. The conscience
of James smote lim. lc started as if
roused from slcep, and dcclared thiat noth-
iiig should prevent hlin fromn disclîarging
the sacred duity -%vlich had been too long
delayed. Soveral seheines wvere dis-
cussed and reýjccted. At last the dluke
comrnanded the crowd to stand aloof,
-%vent to the bcd, stooped down, and -,vhis-
pered something Nvlich none of thue spec-
tators could lîcar, but wvliclî tley siip-
posed to be seine question about affairs
of stute. Charles answercd in a.n auidible
Voice,7I "Ycs, yes, with ail iny liat1
None of the by-standers exccp't the F rencli
amnbassaaor, guessed. that the king -%vas
declaring Iiis -%ish to be admitted into
the bosorn of the Church. of lF ome.

"Shall 1 brin- a priest 1" said tlîe duke.
"Do, brother," reîdied. the sick inan.
"For God's sake do, and lose no time.

But no; you. -vilI get into, trouble." "lIf
it costs me my life," said the duke, I
-%vill fetchi a priest;-.l


