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TREE PLANTING.—ARBOR DAY IN SCHOOLS.

A Paper read before the National Educational Association of the
“*United States, by Hon. B. G. NorTuROP, LL. D., of Indiana.

An Arbor Day has just been appointed for the schools of
Indiana under the most favourable auspices. At the annual
meeting of the teachers of this State in Indisnapolis, last
December, an efficient committee was appointed to secure
the cooperation of scholars, teachers, and school superinten-
dents in the observancs of suchaday. State Superintendent
Holcombe, who is chairman of this committee, is giving his
personal and official influerce heartily to this work. Lectures
on this subject given on his invitation in different parts of
the State were fuily reported by the press, for the newspapers
of Indiana cordislly cooperated in this movement. It was
my privilege also to address the State board of agriculture,
which promptly passed a resolution commending the obser-
vance of Arbor Day. The State board of horticulture took
an active part in this movement. Governor Porter gave it
his official sanction and issued an address to the people of
the State, in which he predicted that the appointed day
would be a memorable one and *“the beginning of a movement
for a much more extended system of tree culture and the
restoration of the varieties of trees, useful und beautiful,
which have been 8o recklessly sacrificed that nature cries
aloud for redress”” He concluded his paper by calling
on “the teachers to do all in their power to make Arbor Day
a day of the most ardent and inspiring interest.” A pam-
phlet containing practical suggestions from the "Arbor Day
committee and the State officials above named was widely
circulated through the State. Such preparations assure the
best results.

It may be objected to Arbor Day, or to any school lessons
on forestry, that the course of study is already overcrowded.
I reply that the requisite talks on trees, their value and
beauty, need not occupy three hours, all told. Those
talks on this subject which, Superintendent Peaslee says,
were the most interesting and profitable lessons the pupils

of Cincinnati ever had in a single day, occupied only the
morning of arbor day, the afternoon being given to the
practical work. Such talks will lead our youth to admire
our noble trees and realize that they are the grandest
products of nature and form the finest drapery that adorns
this earth in all lands. Thus taught they will wish to plant
and protect trees, and find in their own happy experience
that there is a pecular pleasure in the parentage of trees,
whether forest, fruit, or ornamental, n pleasure that never
cloys, but grows with their growth. Like grateful children,
trees bring rich filial returns and compensate a thousand fold
for all the care and pains they cost. This love of trees,
early implanted in the school and fostered in the home, will
wmake our youth practical arborists.

Teachers can easily interest their pupils in adorning the
school grounds. With proper prearrangement as to the
selection and procuring of trees, vines, or shrubs, arbor day
may accormplish wonders. Many hands will make merry, as
well as light work. Such a holiday will be an attractive
occasion of social enjoyment and improvement. The parents
should be persuaded to approve and patronize the plan. It
tends to fraternize the people of a district when they thus
meet on common ground and young and old work together
for a common object, where all differences of rank, or sect, or
party are forgotten. The plantings and improvements thus
made will be sure to be protected. They will remain as silent,
but effective, teachers of the beautiful to all the pupils,
gradually improving their taste and character.

Such work done around the school naturally extends to
the homes. Youimprove the homes by improving the schools
as truly as you improve the schools by improving the homes.
“The hope of America is the homes of America.” It has
long been my ambition to improve the tomes and home life of
our industrial classes and help them to realize that the
highest privilege and central duty of life is the creation of
happy homes, for the home is the chiet school of virtue, the
fountain head of individual and national strength and pros-
perity. It is a worthy ambition to surround one’s home and
children with such scenes aud influences as shall make the
everyday life and labors brighter and happier, and help one
to go sunny and singing to his work. Our youth should



