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TREE PLANTING.-ARBOIR DAY IN SCIIOOLS.

A Paper read before the National Educational Association of the

'Unibed States, by Hon. B. G. NOaRTRop, LL. D., of Indiana.

An Arbor Day has juFt been appointed for the schools of
Indiana under the most favourable auspices. At the annual
meeting of the teachers eof this State in Indianapolis, hast
December, an efficient commnittee 'vas appointed te sectire
the cooperation of seholars, teachers, and sehool superinten-
dents in the observancio cf such a day. State Superintendent
Holcombe, Who is chairnian etf this committee, is giving bis
personal and officiai influence heartily te this work. Lectures
on this subject given on bis invitation in different parts cf
the State were fually reportcd by the press, for the newvspapers
of Indiana cordiaily cooperated in this movet-ent. Lt ;vas
my priviiege aiso te address the State board ef agriculture,
which promptiy pissed a resolution commending the obser-.
vance cf Arbor Day. The State board etf horticulture teck
an active part ini this movement. Gevernor Porter gave it
his officiai sanction and issued an address te, the people ef
the State, in whi-ch he predicted that the appointed day
would be a memiorabie one and "lthe begrinning of amiovement
for a muchi more extended system eof tree culture and the
resteration cf the' varieties cf trees, iiseftil and beautiful,
which have been so recklessly sacriflccd that nature cries
aioud fer redresa." Hie concluded his paper by caliing
on Ilthe teachers te do ail in their power te make Arbor Day
a day ef the most ardent and inspiring interest." A pam-
phlei centaining practical suggestions from the 'Arbor Day
committee and the State officiais abeve nained was widely
eirculated through the State. Such preparations assure the
best resuits.

It may be objected te Arbor Day, or te any scheol lessons
on forestry, that the course of' study is already evercrowded.
1 repiy that the requisite taiks on trees, their value and
beauty, need net occupy three heurs, ail toid. Those
taiks on this subjeet which, Superintendent Peaslee says,
were the rmest interesting and profitable lessens the pupils

of Cincinnati ever had in a single day, occupied only the
inorniug of arber day, the afitrnoon being given to the
practicai work. Such talks wili lead our youth to admire
our noble trees and realize that they are the grandest
produets of nature and form the fineit drapery that adorus
this earth in al hindi. Thus tauight they wili wish to plant
and protect trees, and fiind in their own happy experience
that there is a peculiar pleastire in the parentago of trees,
xvhether forest, fruit, or ornaniental, a pleasure that neyer
eloys, but grows with their growth. Like grateful children,
trees bring rich filial rettirus and comipensate a thousand foid
for alt the care and pains they cost. This love of trees,
early implanted in the school and fostered ini the home, will
make our vouth practic'al arborists.

Teachers cau easiiv interest thieir pupils in adorning the
sehool grounds. \Vith proper prearrangernent as to the
selection and procuriug of trees, viules, or shrubs, arbor day
may accomplish wonders. Many hands will mie merry, as
well as light work. Sticb a holida ' wilI be an attractive
occasion of social enjoyînent and improvement. The parents
should be persuaded te approve and patronize the plan. .1t
tends te fraternize the people of' a district when they thtis
mneet on commuon grotind and young and old work together
for a common objeet, wvhere ail differences of rank, or seet, or
party are forgottemi. The plantings and improvemnents thus
inade wili be sure te be protected. They will remain as sulent,
but effective, teachers of the beautiful te ail the pupils,
gradually improving their taste and character.

Such work doue around the scimool naturaily extenda te
the honies. Youimnprove the homes by improving the schools
as truiy as you improve the echools by improving the homes.
IlThe hope of' America ià the homes of America." It lias
long been nMy ambition te improve the l'mes and home life eof
our inclustrial classes and heip them te realize that the
highest priviiege and central duty of life is the creation of
happy homes, for the home is the chiet school of virtue, the
fountain head of individuai and national strength and pros-
perity. It is a worthy ambition te surround one's home and
childron with sucli scelles anid influences as shall make the
everyday life and labors brighter and happier, and help one
te go sunny and singing te his work. Our yeuth should
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