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QUESTIONS 10 PARENTS AND
" GUARDIANS.,

1s thare & Schoul in aperation in your
Dtatrict? 4 sa, do youcr children attond
itroguinrlyt Is it mot sad i, Jun <Civil-
ued country at this perivd of the wotld's
history,and with a publia provasen fur the
suppart ef. Scheols, sy aeighbuurhood
should 40 dar ferged itn own interests as
A0 be for any oeueiderable tims destitute
of the weans of edueationt And is it
aet still more exil to see childien wander- |
g idly about, aud growing, up in igoot-
sace whon thets is a8 Schuul neag thexr
deot?

Are you tes poor tocnlabhsh a school!
Surely the united means of the “district

oxie du something towards it, and a really |.

poor district may receive some additional
sid feam thé public grant. If any maney
cen bo saved-from anythit.g not absolutely
mecossary, the educativn of the children
should receive a large shareof 1t. Itisa
puor economy to let the suil lie bairen, if
anry sacrifice can procure eerd for it; and
the cultivation of thuse rational powers
on which mao depauds for his progress
iw every useful effort, is of no less im-
portaace than that of the ground.

Are you » disunited people, and being
of ditferent minds on public or religious
grounds, or having personal quan'clo, de
you malke thata reason for neglecting the
osuse of education? Is it not truly wise
and reasonable 1o injure yourown offspring
because you hate y our weighbuur, or
think he hates you ; or to sacrifica the

reasts of the community at the
ohrine of pariy diference? . It is time

that this folly were at an end ; and that

all men felt that 1t is at once most credita-

ble and profitable to any man or party to
show by deeds that his views ot principles
do not prevent him from uniting withjothers
in advancing public interests. The mau
who refuies ta co-operate with thoss whu
are not his friends or not of his party,for
the common good, pursues a course at
ence traitoruus to his country, and sui-
cida! to himself and his party.

" Perhaps you cannot find a good teacher.
This is & serious difficulty. The work
-. of teashing i§ arduous and difficult, and

soquires great skill, patience, judgment
..and rectituds., It 132 great mistake to

supposo that laxy personis, or persons of
smalt 2bility, ate good enough to educate
aven small childzen. Itis gcod w have

& high ides of 1he importance of the teach-
.- a'soffice. . But let not this discourage.
Lot the Trustees make diligent enquiry,
. und bet the.people ofter as great induce.
monts a8 they can afford, and I have no
. .daubs some faithtul and cempetent maa or
weman may. be found. If not, perhaps
the commissioners or superintendent céuld
. fiad savitable peron. The dnﬁculcy
" should'inake you -appreciate the import-|
apoe ot 3 Normal , Schee), which.would
esable young pereons, perhape. from yoyr
@ disirich, on  easy. terms, 0 fit them-
wives fo: the work.

Poasibly there is a school in your die-
triet, but you are tog poor to take the be-
i 4plis of it;. or perhaps youw can pay fees
enly fora small part of, the year, or fora
postion of yous children at atime.. This
{5's o200 demandiog much sympathy, both

IR
oir fts owtr account und forthe sake of-the +;
country, The poor man who is bringing
up an induatrious, respuctable and intel)i~
gent family is a great benefactor to his
country, and if he be prevented from do-
ing so, not only he and his cluldren, but
the publlo tvo, experience aerious loas,
There is, however, at least one Iesourcs,
—~you ¢an sond: your children 10 scliool as
frce scholars ; and it is not a very ration.
Els pride that refases to do this when need
requires. The fact thut either you or
your neighbours may be in such-circums
stances, should at .Jeast induce you to
think of the importance of .having Frxe
ScuooLs, supported b7 a general tax upon
the property of the community.

But you cannot spare the Jabour of your
children, Inquire, however, if it be not
injustice to your childron, to break them
in to tha active wurl of life, before their
miuds and bodies have acquired sufficient

growih and training; would you break in
aiy domestic animal a0 early, “that its bo-
dy wonld he dwarfed and daformed for
life; and if nct, is it justifiable 1o stop
short the mental improvement of children,
and perhaps, by forcing them prematurely
into hard Jabour, condemn them for life
to the dwarfishiness of ignorance and m.en-
tal weakness that shall incapacitate them
from dving much good to themselves or
others. Remember that good schuol in-
struction is just as practical as the learn-
ing of a trade, and if your children must
work early, send them to school early,and
keep them {hiere constantly while they can
gv.

But perhaps you have a school in ope-
rativn, and you are one of itssupporters.
In that case let us inquire into its coudi-
tion and management® Do you often vi-
sit it to inquire into its state? Do you
send your children regu. arly and punciu-
ally, and do you train them 1o respect the
school and the teacher, and to study dili-
gently whatever is appointed to them?
Is the teacher respected, encouraged and
supported as the importance of the work
demands, or are you so foolish as to sup-
pose that any man can labour from day to
day, with energy,devoticn and faithfulness,
amid chilling neglect, at “‘thankless work
for scanty pay."

Is the school housse a good. building,
comfortably seated and well ventilated?
Has it a space of ground asa play ground
for the children?! Is it suﬂiclently sup-
p.led with fuel, and is itin its internal
cleanliness and neatness fitied to givathe
caildren high ideas on those subjccts} Is
it provid=d with Llackboards, wall maps
or globes, aud are the pupxl- well gup-
plied with books? Is itin short, such a
plaoo that teacher ‘and pupils can : rk
in'it’ wnh ease, eomfoxt and animaiipn !
Look in ‘meat time you pass, and ingpire
if these thinga be e0.  If not, thero is a
demand for exertion—public, united and
earnest exsttlon--to remedy thess dJofi-
ciencies,
| Pethape you may be disposed to inquire

~—**what have you (0 do with me and my
children! may I not .do, with them as 1
plesse 1  True, they are your own, but
the laws of your country do not allow you
to destrov or degrade them, or to, brmg
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community,  The-laws enscied by your
countrymen, might indeed as justly pun-
ish. you for depnvmg your chiliren of the
means of instruction, as for malireating
or destroying them. The Jaws, howeyer,
providing means of instruction, trust to
your own aflection and good sense to uss
the facilities prepared for you; and- now
they only geutly- hiat 1o you, through the
officer sppointad to .the oversight of this
matter, the nature of Jyour dutivs, "and
ask you to employ a portion of your, tal-
ents, your 1neans and. your time, in the
great work of provulmg at, least a good
common school training for every,young
person growing up in the country, in or-
dor that the country may grow and flous
rish'in ail departments of.useful, and ko-
norable exertion, and that you. and your
children along with others :nay enjoy thy
benefits. -

THE RAILWAY & EDUCATION.

All parties seem .agreed that we muct
have the great British American Railway,
but little has yet been said_of an educa-
tional.elenent that enters Jargely into the
question of its ultimate success. Just as
in opening a canal between two seas, it i»
necessary to consider their relative levels,
0 in opening the great jrontheroughfares
of nations we must think ot the intellect-
ual levels of the countries which they
will connect. The result of this enquiry
will determine whether, as a people, wes
are to be the masters or the servants of
those- with whom we shall be connected.
O the one hand, we may see all positions
of respectibility and emolument, snd all
the most valuable resources of this rick
couatry falling into the hands of more jn~
telligent foreigners.—On’ the other we
mayfind ouiselves borne down and outvot-
ed byswarme of uneducated atrangers,—
The only effectual pieventive oi these
opposite evils, js good and universally dif-
fused education, such as shal! effectually
provide for the practical training of oux
vouth, and of the children of every poor
emigrant, 'With, or belore the Railway,
we shonld have the Frce School. This
alune can enable our young Nova Scotians
to stand excct in presence .of our enquir-
ing and intclligent New England neigh-
bors, and can break the shackles of ignor-
ance from the minds of every poor family
that may zeach our shores,

NORMAL SCHOOLS.

On the 2nd ‘July the curner stons of the
new building for the Provincial Normal
School of Upper Canada, 'was laid with
great ceremony, in puunee of the Gev.
General and 2 Jarge concounse of apecta-
tots. Jt is to be a noble bmlamg, of 184
feet frontage, and “will cos?, with its’site,
£15; 000. Lowet Canada, we'hear, has
given a grant for & similar ‘pnrpose.—
Conneeticut has just ‘dedicated s aplendid
boilding ‘1o the same use. Michigan and
Noith Carolina have each made appro-
priations for State Norinal Schools ;' and
Massachusctls whick alréady’ has !bree,
has ‘voted a grant'for 4 fourth. * So the
good work goes op, Nuva Scotia with-
out a Normal School, wilt soon b ‘béhind
svery other counfry that Kas 3 lyllem of
public mmucuon. :
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